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ilpH
E

 L
E

G
E

N
D

S
 of C

am
elot and K

ing A
r- 

thur w
ere largely laid upon the land in 

the 12th C
entury by one G

eoffrey of M
on-

m
outh, described in m

y E
ncyclopaedia B

rittan-
nica as a "reckless forger." 

T
he legends of C

am
elot and John F

itzger-
ald K

ennedy w
ere largely laid upon the land 

in the 20th C
entury by his w

idow
 Jacqueline 

in an interview
 w

ith the skilled, sensitive—
and in 

this 
particular case, reluctant—

jour-
nalist, T

eddy W
hite, in L

ife m
agazine the 

w
eek after JF

K
 w

as m
urdered. 

T
o

 reread
 th

e A
rth

u
rian

 leg
en

d
s m

o
re 

than 900 years after they w
ere -w

ritten, as a 
rep

o
rter in

 th
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 O

f R
ich

ard
 

N
ixon, is to boggle the m

ind. E
specially that 

knightly fellow
ship of the R

ound T
able—

H
aldem

an, E
hrlichm

an, M
itchell, C

olson, 
D

ean, M
agruder, Z

iegler, S
tens? 

B
ut m

y m
ind is also stretched m

ore than 
som

ew
hat by rereading "F

or O
ne B

rief S
hin-

inE
! M

om
ent . .. C

am
elot" in the D

ee. 9, 1963, 
issue of L

ife. 
"A

t n
ig

h
t b

efo
re w

e'd
 g

o
 to

 sleep
, Jack

 
liked to play som

e records, and the song he 
lo

v
ed

 m
o

st cam
e at th

e 
v

e
ry

 e
n

d
 o

f th
is 

'record," 
W

hite quoted M
rs. K

ennedy. "T
he 

lines he loved to hear w
ere: `D

on't let it be 
fo

rg
o
t th

at o
n
ce th

ere w
as a sp

o
t, fo

r o
n
e 

brief shining 
m

om
ent 

th
a
t 

w
as k

n
o
w

n
 as 

C
am

elot.' 
.. and It w

ill never be that w
ay again." 

P
erh

ap
s It is u

n
fair to

 h
o

ld
 a w

o
m

an
, 

fiercely bereaved, to the judgm
ents reached 

in a m
om

ent of aw
ful pain. C

ertainly, it is 
unfair to question her com

m
itm

ent m
ade in 

the sam
e interview

: "I'm
 never going to live 

in
 E

u
ro

p
e. I'm

 n
o

t g
o

jn
g

 to
 'trav

el ex
ten

-
sively abroad.' T

hat's a desecration. I'm
 go-

ing to live in the places I lived w
ith Jack." 

H
a
u

n
te

d
 b

y
 L

e
g

e
n

d
 

B
U

T
 M

Y
 P

O
IN

T
 is sim

p
ly

 th
at Jo

h
n
 F

. 
 K

ennedy w
as no K

ing A
rthur, and if the 

_ 

T
hat m

ay w
ell be history's ultim

ate judg-
m

ent of the m
an and his accom

plishm
ents, 

th
o

u
g

h
 su

rely
 th

e d
u

rab
ility

 o
f th

at sen
se of 

prom
ise, as strong today as it w

as 10 years 
ago, w

ill m
ake the next generation of histo-

rians careful. 
B

u
t th

e p
o
in

t is th
at's n

o
 w

ay
 to

 lo
o
k
 at 

Jack K
ennedy . . through C

am
elot lenses. 

K
ing A

rthur com
es through 906 years of his-

tory as som
e kind of faintly noble, hum

or-
less sap, uninvolved in the m

inutiae of liv-
ing, free froin such vital hum

an frailties as 
anger, fault- finding, sarcasm

. 
N

ot to put too fine a point on it, this w
as 

not John F
. K

ennedy as I rem
em

b
er h

im
. 

W
hat follow

s are anecdotes culled from
 con-

versations I had 
 bad w

ith K
ennedy w

hile he w
as 

P
resident. T

hese conversations w
ere tran-

scribed 
g
en

erally
 w

ith
in

 2
4
 h

o
u
rs, alw

ay
s 

w
ith

in
 o

n
e w

eek
. T

h
ey

 p
ro

v
e, I su

p
p
o
se, 

w
hatever anyone w

ants them
 to prove. T

o 
m

e they prove that he w
as earthy, hum

an, 
w

itty
, q

u
ick

, g
racefu

l, so
m

etim
es p

etty
, 

bright, som
etim

es 
vulgar, funny, irreverent 

. . . right years rem
oved from

 som
e M

iddle 
A

go king at a R
ound T

able. 
e+a 

F
eb. 14, 1962: A

t a W
hite H

ouse dance som
e 

d
a

ys b
efo

re, th
e P

resid
en

t h
a

d
 
to

ld
 m

e a 
few

 m
in

u
tes 

after m
id

n
ig

h
t 

that 
th

e sum
p 

of Soviet spy C
ol. A

b
el fo

r th
e A

m
erica

n
 II-2

 
pilot G

a
ry P

o
w

ei's h
a
d
 ju

st b
een

 com
pleted. 

I h
ad

 
to

ld
 P

h
il G

ra
h
a
m

, p
u
b
lish

er of 
T

he 
W

ashington 
P

ost, w
ho in

 tu
rn

 b
ed

 told h
is 

night editor. T
h
e P

o
st h

a
d

 a
 tw

o
.h

o
u

r w
or/d-

w
ide 

beat, an
d
 th

e 
rest 

of 
th

e p
ress w

a
s 

furious. 
If H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
 said

 h
e w

as ab
o

u
t to

 
order an investigation into the P

ow
ers 

leak
, b

u
t th

o
u
g
h
t it o

v
er fo

r 2
4
 h

o
u
rs an

d
 

cam
e to the conclusion that he didn't have 

to. 	
. 

"P
lucky (P

ierre S
alingerl gets such a kick 

out of tracin
g
 th

o
se leaks back to m

e," 0%
 

said. "I have to be m
ore careful." H

e-  said be 

"
 . . . h

e w
as earth

y, h
u

m
an

, w
itty, qu

ick, grace. 

fill, som
etim

es petty, brigh
t, som

etim
es vu

lgar, 

fu
n

n
y, irreveren

t —
 ligh

t years ren
toved from

 

som
e kin

g at a R
ou

n
d T

able."
 

B
y B

en
ja

m
in

 C
. B

ra
d

lee 

B
ra

d
lee, execu

tive ed
ito

r o
f T

h
e W

a
sh

in
g

to
n

 P
o

st, w
a

s a
 frien

d
 a

n
d

 
neighbor of John K

ennedy and author of "T
hat Speclai G

race," a rem
inis-

cence about K
ennedy. 
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fu
n

n
y, irreveren

t —
 lig

h
t yea

rs rem
o
ved

 fro
m

 

som
e kin

g at a R
ou

n
d T

able."
 

B
y B

enjam
in C

. B
radlee 

B
radlee, executive editor of T

he W
ashington P

ost, w
as a friend and 

neighbor of John. K
eim

edy and author of "T
h

a
t Special G

race," a rem
inis. 

eenee about K
ennedy. 
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 of C
am

elot and K
ing A

r-
thur w

ere largely laid upon the land in 
th

e n
th

 C
en

tu
ry

 b
y
 o

n
e G

eo
ffrey

 o
f M

o
n
-

m
outh, described in m

y E
ncyclopaedia B

ritten-
nice as a "reckless forger." 

T
he legends of C

am
elot and John Iiltzger-

ald K
ennedy w

ere largely laid upon the land 
in the 20th C

entury by his w
idow

 Jacqueline 
in an Interview

 w
ith the skilled, sensitive--

an
d

 in
 th

is p
articu

lar 
case, reluctant—

jour-
nalist, T

eddy W
hite, in L

ife m
agazine the 

w
eek after R

U
C

 w
as m

urdered. 
T

o
 reread

 th
e A

rth
u

rian
 leg

en
d

s m
o

re 
than 900 years after they w

ere w
ritten, as a 

rep
o
rter in

 th
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 o

f R
ich

ard
 

N
ixon, is to boggle the m

ind. E
specially that 

knightly fellow
ship of the R

ound 'T
able—

H
aldem

an, E
hrlicbm

an, M
itchell, C

olson, 
D

ean, M
agruder, Z

iegler, S
tarts? 

R
ut m

y m
ind is also stretched m

ore than 
som

ew
hat by rereading "F

or O
ne B

rief S
hin-

ing M
om

ent . . C
am

elot" in the D
ee, 5. 1903, 

issue of L
ife, 

"A
t n

ig
h

t b
efo

re w
e'd

 g
o

 to
 sleep

, Jack
 

liked to play som
e records, and the song he 

lo
v

ed
 m

o
st cam

e at th
e v

ery
 en

d
 o

f th
is 

'record," W
hite quoted M

rs. K
ennedy. "T

he 
lines he loved to hear w

ere: 'D
on't let it be 

fo
rg

o
t th

at o
n

ce th
ere w

as a sp
o

t, fo
r o

n
e 

b
rief sh

in
in

g
 m

o
m

en
t th

at w
as k

n
o

w
n

 as 
C

am
elot.' 

and it w
ill never be that w

ay again." 
P

erh
ap

s it is u
n
fair to

 h
o
ld

 a w
o
m

an
, 

fiercely bereaved, to the judgm
ents reached 

in a m
om

ent of aw
ful pain. C

ertainly, it is 
unfair to question her com

m
itm

ent m
ade in 

the sam
e interview

: "I'm
 never going to live 

in
 E

u
ro

p
e. I'm

 n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 'trav

el ex
ten

-
sively abroad.' T

hat's a desecration. I'm
 go. 

ing to live in the places I lived w
ith Jack." 

H
a
u
n
te

d
 b

y
 L

e
g
e
n
d
 

v
. U

T
 M

Y
 P

O
IN

T
 is 

sim
ply 

th
at Jo

h
n

 F
. 

1.1 K
ennedy w

as no K
ing A

rthur, and if the 
B

undys, M
cN

atnaras, S
orensens seem

 m
ore 

noble or knightly than m
ost of their succes-

sors, the K
ennedy W

hite H
ouse w

as no C
am

-
elot. T

he legend that he w
as and it w

as has 
com

e back to haunt them
 .. . In the rash of 

critical re-exam
inations that began w

ith the 
first-rate "T

he B
est and the B

rightest" and 
has continued in m

ost of the 10th an
n
iv

er-
sary

 reprises of -those thousand days, w
hich 

h
av

e lab
eled

 Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 as lo

n
g

 o
n

 
p

ro
m

ise and short on perform
ance. 

T
hat m

ay w
ell be history's ultim

ate judg-
m

ent of the m
an and his accom

plishm
ents, 

though surely the durability of that sense of 
prom

ise, as strong today as it w
as lit years 

ago, w
ill m

ake the next generation of histo-
rians careful. 

B
u
t th

e p
o
in

t is th
at's n

o
 w

ay
 to

 lo
o
k
 at 

Jack K
ennedy . 	

through C
am

elot lenses. 
K

ing A
rthur com

es through 900 years of his-
tory as som

e kind of faintly noble, hum
or-

less sap, uninvolved in the m
inutiae of liv-

ing, free from
 such vital hum

an frailties as 
anger, fault-finding, sarcasm

. 
N

ot to put too fine a point on it, this w
as 

n
o
t Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 as I rem

em
b
er h

im
. 

W
hat follow

s are anecdotes culled from
 con-

versations I had w
ith K

ennedy w
hile he w

as 
P

resident, T
hese conversations w

ere tran-
scrib

ed
 g

en
erally

 w
ith

in
 2

4
 h

o
u
rs, alw

ays 
w

ith
in

 o
n
e w

eek
. T

h
ey

 p
ro

v
e, I su

p
p
o
se, 

w
hatever anyone w

ants them
 to prove. T

o 
m

e they prove that he w
as earthy, hum

an, 
w

itty, 
q
u
ick

, g
racefu

l, so
m

etim
es 

petty, 
bright, som

etim
es vulgar, funny, irreverent 

light years rem
oved from

 som
e M

iddle 
A

ge king at a R
ound T

able, 
es.a 

F
eb. 14,1962: A

t a W
hile R

ouse dance som
e 

d
a

ys b
efo

re, th
e P

resid
en

t h
a

d
 to

ld
 m

e 
a 

few
 

m
in

u
tes a

fter m
id

n
ig

h
t 

th
at th

e sw
ap

 
of Soviet spy C

od. A
bel for the A

m
erican 11.-2 

pilot G
ary P

ow
ers h

a
d
 ju

st been com
pleted. 

I 
h
ad

 to
ld

 P
h
il 

G
raham

, publisher of T
he 

W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st, w

h
o

 in
 tu

rn
 h

a
d

 to
ld

 h
is 

m
ght editor. T

h
e P

o
st h

a
d
 a

 tw
o
.h

o
u
r w

o
rld

-
w

id
e
 b

e
a

t, a
n

d
 th

e
 re

st o
f th

e
 p

re
ss w

as 
furious. 

T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
 said

 h
e w

as ab
o
u
t to

 
order an investigation into . the P

ow
ers 

leak
, b

u
t th

o
u
g
h
t it o

v
er fo

r 2
4
 h

o
u
rs an

d
 

cam
e to the conclusion that he didn't have 

to. "P
lucky (P

ierre S
alinger) gets such a kick 

out of tracing those leaks back to m
e," JF

K
 

said, "I have to be m
ore careful." H

e 	
he 

h
ad

 b
lo

w
n
 h

is stack
 ab

o
u
t th

e leak
 o

n
 th

e 
C

u
b
an

 em
b
arg

o
 an

d
 o

rd
ered

 S
alin

g
er to

 
sp

are n
o
 effo

rt in
 fin

d
in

g
 o

u
t w

h
o
 leak

ed
 

that one. S
alinger w

orked like hell for tw
o 

days, finally reported back to the P
resident 

that be had found the culprit. 
JF

K
 (eagerly]—

W
ho w

as it?
 - 

S
alingef (gleefully)—

Y
ou. . 

JFK
 (erestfal/en)—

 W
h at do you m

ean? 

S
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E
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"
A

 h
arsh

 n
ew

 w
isdom

 is stru
gglin

g  to be born
."

 
R

ich
ard H

arw
ood, P

age C
2 

"
M

a .11..h
...en

t.w
e Ile."

 ;m
a...film

.* .o.:41. 

T
h

e C
ru

m
blin

g 
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a
s
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s
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"
A

 h
arsh

 n
ew

 w
isdom

 is stru
gglin

g to be born
."

 
R

ich
ard H

arw
ood, P

age C
2 

"
H

is detractors are im
patien

t w
ith

 sym
bolism

."
 

S
idn

ey H
ertzberg, P

age C
3 

"
If th

e b
u

g
le so

u
n

d
ed

, th
ey w

o
u

ld
 serve."

 
W

illiam
 G

reider, P
age C

S
 

`T
h

e C
ru

in
blin

g 
O

f Sand C
astles' 

B
y T

im
 O

'B
rien

 
O

'B
rien is a national reporter for T

he W
ashington P

ost. 
H

is b
o
o
k a

b
o
u
t h

is A
rm

y service in V
ietn

a
m

, "If I D
ie 

in
 a

 C
om

bat Z
one," w

as published this year. 

u
osian

ce 
O

r Shadow
?' 

B
y H

ayn
es Joh

n
son

 
Johnsen, an assistant m

anaging editor of T
he W

ashing-
to

n
 P

o
st, is th

e author o
f "T

h
e B

a
y o

f P
ig

s" and other 
books about the 1980s. 

T
w

o R
eassessm

en
ts 

B
y M

ich
ael H

arrin
gton

 
H

arrington, a 
leading A

m
erican Socialist, 

is th
e a

u
th

o
r o

f "T
h

e O
ther A

m
erica," w

hich 
h

elp
ed

 la
u

n
ch

 th
e W

a
r o

n
 Poverty. 

J
O

H
N

 F
. K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 grew
 in office. T

hat 
is th

e k
ey

 to
 h

is trag
ically

 b
rief p

resi-
dency. 

I d
id

 n
o
t v

o
te fo

r K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 1
9
6
0
. I 

stupidly repeated an old leftist cliche, that 
D

em
o
crats an

d
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s are p
eas in

 a 
pod, T

w
eedledum

 and T
w

eedledee, and re-
fused to vote for either m

ajor candidate. 
I recall that blunder 

for a reason: to em
-

phasize that I do not look back on the K
en-

nedy years as a nostalgic exile from
 C

am
e-

lo
t. E

v
en

 th
o

u
g

h
 I u

n
d

ersto
o

d
 early

 o
n

 in
 

his adm
inistration that I should have voted 

for K
ennedy, I attacked him

 for his escala-
tio

n
s in

 V
ietn

am
, h

is h
esitatio

n
s in

 civ
il 

rights and on m
any other issues. O

n N
ov. 22, 

1963, w
hen I heard the unbelievable new

s 
in M

ilan, I w
as nearing the end of a year in 

E
u
ro

p
e, an

x
io

u
s to

 co
m

e h
o
m

e an
d
 m

ak
e 

am
ends for 1960 by cam

paigning for him
 in 

1964. I w
rite, then, as a m

an of the left w
ho 

w
as fo

rced
 ag

ain
st h

is o
w

n
 p

reju
d
ices to

 
recognize John K

ennedy's contribution. 

S
ee L

E
F

T
, P

age 04 

B
y R

ich
ard J. W

lu
tlen

 
W

halen, a form
er 

aide to 
R

ichard N
ixon, 

is the author 
o
f "T

h
e 

F
ounding F

ather," a 
biography of Joseph P

. K
ennedy. 

T
E

N
 Y

E
A

R
S

 after his assassination, John 
 F

. K
ennedy has entered history and the 

com
m

on A
m

erican tradition. E
nshrined in 

g
ran

ite, p
o
stag

e stam
p
s, an

d
 sch

o
o
lro

o
m

 
porfratts, the m

artyred P
resident "w

ho died 
too young" is part of the past that belongs 
to every citizen. 

L
ess certain

, h
o
w

ev
er, is th

e statu
s--in

-
deed, the definition—

of the K
ennedy politi-

cal legacy. It is not even clear to w
hom

 it 
w

ill belong in the future. 
T

he presum
ptive beneficiaries, of course, 

are S
en E

dw
ard M

. K
ennedy and the D

em
o-

cratic P
arty. B

ut their claim
, on inspection, 

proves surprisingly disputable. If the K
en-

n
ed

y
 leg

acy
 is little m

o
re th

an
 a m

em
o

ry
 

of a distinctive personal m
anner and "style," 

T
eddy is the heir and can prove it by m

erely 
opening his m

outh. B
ut if the legacy is m

ore 
substantial, consisting of positions upheld, 
policy them

es stated, values exem
plified and 

virtues celebrated, there ought to be a fair-
ly clear resem

blance betw
een w

hat K
ennedy 

stood for and w
hat the present-day D

em
o-

cratic P
arty stands for. S

ee R
IG

H
T

, P
age C

4 

W
T

R
E

 B
O

D
Y

 is that of a m
uscular, w

ell-developed and 
I w

ell-nourished adult C
aucasian m

ale m
easuring 

721/2 
in

ch
es a

n
d
 w

eighing approxim
ately 170 pounds. 

. . . T
he hair is reddish brow

n and abundant, the eyes 
are b

lu
e...." 

E
v

en
 th

at g
rim

 -au
to

p
sy

 rep
o

rt, w
ith

 its clin
ical 

descriptions of 
m

assive 
w

o
u
n
d
s an

d
 in

cisio
n
s an

d
 

condition of lungs, heart, abdom
inal cavity and skeletal 

sy
stem

, co
n

tain
ed

 stran
g

ely
 p

erso
n

al lan
g

u
ag

e th
at 

m
a

d
e u

s feel, ag
ain

, a terrib
le sen

se o
f su

d
d

en
 lo

ss. 
F

rom
 then to now

, John F
, K

ennedy has had m
ore of 

a h
o
ld

 o
v
er u

s in
 d

eath
 th

an
 h

e ev
er h

ad
 in

 life. 
A

 decade has passed. O
nce again the new

sstands and 
bookstores are filled w

ith an outpouring of K
ennedy 

rem
in

iscen
ces. Jack

 an
d
 Jack

ie, C
aro

lin
e an

d
 Jo

h
n
-

John,- grace and beauty, charm
 and C

am
elot. R

em
em

-
ber? A

side from
 this artificial anniversary date, w

hat 
difference does it really m

ake? T
en years after D

allas 
w

e still can
n

o
t reso

lv
e w

h
eth

er th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 leg
acy

 
w

as one of substance or shadow
. 

es..o 

I
T

 M
A

Y
 W

E
L

L
 B

E
 that the m

ost ironic legacy K
en. 

nedy left us is his death. T
he K

ennedy assassination 
brought hom

e the shattering fact of the m
ortality of our 

highest leaders. U
ntil that first bullet w

as fired from
 

th
e T

ex
as S

ch
o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
 b

u
ild

in
g
 at th

e 
m

otorcade below
 in D

ealey P
laza, our P

residents w
ere 

becom
ing as exalted as , em

perors of old. T
hey w

ere 
not m

ere m
ortals; they w

ere P
residents, half enshrined 

in m
yth and accorded public aw

e and reverence from
 

th
e 'm

o
m

en
t th

ey
 w

ere in
au

g
u
rated

. T
h
eir tim

es in
 

office w
ere not just elected term

s; they presided over 
"eras." John K

ennedy's m
urder taught us how

 fleeting 
those eras can be, and how

 fallible the m
en w

ho per-
sonify them

 are. 
F

ate and events have been unkind to our P
residents 

since that day in D
allas. L

yndon Johnson w
as driven 

from
 office by the people w

ho overw
helm

ingly elected 
him

. 
S

ee D
E

C
A

D
E

, P
age C

2  

B
E

F
O

R
E

 JA
N

U
A

R
Y

, 1900, I w
as aw

are that a m
an 

 nam
ed E

isenhow
er w

as P
resident. B

ut John F
. K

en-
nedy w

as the first P
resident I truly knew

—
w

hose m
ove-

m
en

ts w
ere fam

iliar, w
h
o
se v

o
ice an

d
 m

an
n
er an

d
 

p
h

y
sical p

resen
ce w

ere real, w
h

o
se p

riv
ate life h

ad
 

b
een

 m
ade p

u
b
lic to

 m
e. 

I w
as 14 w

hen he w
as elected. I w

as 17 w
hen he died, 

I w
as young. 

. H
is death did not traum

atize m
e, but it did introduce 

m
e to

 g
rief. H

is w
as m

y
 first fu

n
eral, an

d
 th

o
u
g
h
 I 

m
ourned before a television set and not before a w

ooden 
coffin, it 

w
as a fu

n
eral an

d
 n

o
th

in
g

 else. I w
as a b

it 
w

ide-eyed, self-conscious, even before the T
V

. I tried 
to m

aintain a certain dignity, and at tim
es I succeeded 

an
d
 o

th
er tim

es I d
id

 n
o
t. I w

as n
ew

 to
 g

rief, b
u
t I 

understood how
 it m

ust be handfed. It is a confronta-
tion betw

een pure sadness and the em
otions of help-

lessn
ess an

d
 an

g
er th

at co
m

e w
ith

 th
e cru

m
b

lin
g

 o
f 

sand 
castles. In

 g
rief, th

ere is terrib
le sad

n
ess, b

u
t 

there is also terrible disillusionm
ent. D

isillusionm
ent 

in
 th

e strict sen
se—

th
e sh

ed
d

in
g

 o
f m

istak
en

 id
eas, 

the explosion of fictions such as perm
anence and grand 

idealism
 and invulnerability. 

e+a 

V
U

L
N

E
R

A
B

L
E

. W
hen K

ennedy w
as killed, I 

felt 
 v

u
ln

erab
le th

ro
u
g
h
 an

d
 th

ro
u
g
h
. M

y
 o

w
n
 tissu

e 
w

as youthful looking, but it w
as finally vulnerable, It 

w
as 'then that I understood that the fine and beautiful 

fictio
n

s I liv
ed

 b
y

 h
ad

 little p
o

w
er ag

ain
st th

e stark
 

facts of reality and biology. 
T

he reality w
as m

y teacher on that F
riday afternoon. 

"S
ic sem

per tyrannis," he said, alw
ays loving to punc-

ture em
otion. 

"S
ic 

sem
per tyram

tis. T
hus alw

ays to 
tyrants." 
• E

ven then it had started. Iconolatry and iconoclasm
. 

"Y
ou have to stand back from

 all this," he said. "It's 
terrible, I know

. B
ut you'll have to view

 it as history, 
because that's w

hat it is now
—

history. O
kay. W

ho said 
vie sem

per illrantris?" 

S
ee Y

O
U

T
H
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age C
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W
eek H

ouse, A
pril 1563—

John F.K
ellteetv 1,11erareloieV

o 

S
u

bstan
ce or S

h
adow

? 

yr- g 	
Sunday, N

ov.18, 1973 
T

H
E

 W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

ST
 

R
evision

ism
 an

d
 R

eality 
1 	

B
y
 R

ic
h

a
rd

 H
a

rw
o

o
d

 . 

' H
a

rw
o

o
d

, a
ssista

n
t 

m
anaging editor 

'fn
 

ch
a
rg

e o
f n

a
tio

n
a
l n

ew
s 

fo
r T

h
e 

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
. P

o
st, is 

co-author of 
"L

yndon." 

W
H

E
N

 JO
•H

N
 K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 died, a 
m

au
d
lin

 Irish
m

an
 is alleg

ed
 to

 
h

av
e said

, "A
h

, th
ey

 cried
 th

e rain
 

dow
n that night" 	

, 
T

he colum
nist, M

ary M
cC

rory, told 
her friend, D

aniel P
. M

oynihan, "W
e'll 

never laugh again." T
o w

hich M
oyni-

h
an

 rep
lied

, "H
eav

en
s, M

ary
. W

e'll 
lau

g
h
 ag

ain
. It's ju

st th
at w

ell n
ev

er 
be young again." 

 
T

h
o

se w
ere sy

m
p

to
m

s o
f a g

rief 
that becam

e one of the great em
otional 

p
h
en

o
m

en
a in

 all h
u
m

an
 h

isto
ry

. It 
affected tens of m

illions of people on 
ev

ery
 co

n
tin

en
t. It fo

u
n

d
 ex

p
ressio

n
 

in
 p

o
etry

 an
d

 so
n

g
 an

d
 p

ray
er an

d
 

m
onum

ents and legends and in m
em

o-
ries that today, 10 years after the event, 
are p

ain
fu

l to
 h

o
ld

. 
"W

hy," H
arold M

acm
illan w

ould ask, 
"w

as this feeling—
this sorrow

—
at once 

so universal and so individual? W
as it 

' not because be seem
ed, in his ow

n per-
son, to em

body all the hopes and aspi-
rations of this new

 w
orld that is strug-

gling to em
erge—

to rise, P
hoenix-like, 

from
 the ashes of the old?" 

It w
ould have seem

ed so then and it 
w

ould seem
 so today in

 those endless 
clusters of visitors clim

bing the hill to 
th

e g
rav

e in
 A

rlin
g

to
n

 C
em

etery
, in

 
' those num

berless shacks and tenem
ents 

and split-levels 
w

here 
the K

ennedy 
picture hangs on the w

all, w
here the 

K
ennedy m

em
entos are pressed aw

ay 
in album

s and cedar chests. 
It no longer seem

s so, how
ever, in 

the new
 literature that is arising in the 

great universities and publishing facto-
ries of A

m
erica. In those quarters, his-

tory is being revised, K
ennedy legends 

are being dissected, a harsh new
 w

is-
dom

 about the m
an is struggling to be 

born. 

A
 C

entral T
hem

e 

T
H

E
 E

S
S

A
Y

IS
T

 R
onald S

teel, w
rit-

in
g

 in
 th

e N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 R

ev
iew

 o
f 

B
ooks in 1970, struck a central them

e 
• for the K

ennedy debunkers: 
"A

s the brief reign of John F
. K

en-
nedy recedes into the historical past, 
leaving the V

ietnam
 w

ar as its perm
a-

' vent m
onum

ent, and as R
obert K

enne-
dy'S

 unending succession of agonizing 
reappraisals now

 seem
s little m

ore than 
a footnote to the tribulations of L

yn-
; don Johnson, it is som

etim
es hard to 

rem
em

ber w
hat the K

ennedy legend is 
an ab

o
u

t. . . . It g
o

t tarn
ish

ed
 so

m
e- 

-
 	

n
o
m

 el 

H
er personal judgm

ent on K
ennedy 

is unexceptional as an exam
ple of N

ew
 

L
eft rev

isio
n

ism
; "I stan

d
 w

ith
 th

o
se 

liberals and liberal-radicals w
ho criti-

cize the K
ennedys not for the hum

an-
istic p

ro
m

ises th
ey

 so
 articu

lately
 

m
ad

e, b
u

t fo
r th

e p
rep

o
n

d
eran

t lack
 

o
f fu

lfillm
en

t o
f su

ch
 p

ro
m

ises an
d
 

fo
r th

e self-cen
tered

 arro
g

an
ce th

at 
so

 o
ften

 u
n
d
erlay

 th
e assu

m
p
tio

n
, 

spoken, or not, that only the K
ennedys 

c
o
u
ld

 le
a
d
 th

e
 n

a
tio

n
 to

w
a
rd

 th
e
 

'A
m

erican D
ream

'." 
W

here she advances the critique is 
in her use of the psycho-history tech-
nique to argue that K

ennedy w
as guilty 

of policy deficiencies because he w
as 

the victim
 of psychological deficien-

cies. 
T

hus: "A
 m

ajor part of m
y them

e is 
th

at th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 d
em

an
d

 fo
r p

o
w

er 
grew

 out of neurotic com
petition far 

m
ore than from

 genuine com
petence; 

that an obsessive-com
pulsive need for 

pow
er and social recognition basically 

m
otivated the K

ennedy trium
phs; that 

this need arose from
 a profound sense 

of pow
erlessness and rejection in indi-

vidual K
ennedys and in the fam

ily as a 
w

hole, and that, therefore, the glorious 
prom

ises, because of their largely neu-
rotic origins, rem

ained largely unful-
filled and unfulfillable." 

S
p

ecifically
, sh

e arg
u

es th
at K

en
-

nedy w
as a m

an obsessed w
ho took the 

n
atio

n
 in

to
 trag

ic ad
v

en
tu

res —
 th

e 
B

ay of P
igs, the C

uban m
issile crisis, 

V
ietnam

 —
 out of a neurotic need to 

prove his m
anhood. 

T
oday's "counterculture," as B

ruce 
M

azlish rem
arks in a forew

ord to the 
C

lin
ch

 b
o
o
k
, "is a rev

u
lsio

n
 ag

ain
st 

th
is 'n

eu
ro

sis.' T
h
e co

u
n
tercu

ltu
re 

seeks to change the values the K
enne-

dys represented. M
anliness in an atom

-
ic ag

e is seen
 as a fo

rm
 o

f m
ad

n
ess; 

an
d

 b
o
y

s w
ear lo

n
g

 h
air lik

e g
irls in

 
sy

m
b

o
liz

e
 th

e
 a

c
c
e
p

ta
n

c
e
 o

f 
'w

o
m

an
lin

ess' an
d
 its fu

sio
n
 w

ith
 

'm
anliness.' C

om
petition gives w

ay to' 
com

m
unity. W

inning the w
orld is seen 

as losing one's soul. T
he constant ef-

fo
rt to

 seem
 'stro

n
g
' is p

erceiv
ed

 as 
the outer disguise of an inner fear of 
'w

eakness.' " 

T
w

o D
ifferent W

orlds 
eV

 T
H

E
 F

A
C

E
 of it, it is difficult to 

11.1,  reconcile these retrospective judg-
m

ents of K
ennedy w

ith the w
orldw

ide 
sense of loss and love his death occa-
sioned. It is especially difficult today, 
in a tim

e of approxim
ate detente, in a 

tim
e w

hen nuclear w
ar seem

s so un-
likely and absurd. T

oday's children see 
an A

m
erican P

resident laughing and 

w
inning the w

orld propaganda battle 
and w

ere hostile and w
arlike in their 

attitu
d
es to

w
ard

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. 

T
here w

as popular suspicion of propos-
als to

 h
alt n

u
clear testin

g
 an

d
 th

ere 
w

as an overw
helm

ing w
illingness —

 71 
per cent of the people —

 to go to w
ar 

w
ith the S

oviet U
nion rather than per-

m
it a blockade in B

erlin. 
T

hose w
ere the existential facts of 

1980. A
rm

ageddon, it seem
ed then, w

as 
m

an's fate. It m
ay be argued today, as 

th
e rev

isio
n
ists arg

u
e, th

at th
is C

o
ld

 
W

ar m
entality 

w
as im

p
o
sed

 o
n
 th

e 
w

orld by ignorant m
en serving the in-

terests of an im
perial capitalism

 —
 the 

T
ru

 m
an

s an
d
 C

b
u
rch

tlls an
d
 d

e 
G

entles. B
ut it w

as real and it w
as this 

real w
o
rld

, n
o
t 

a w
o
rld

 th
at m

ig
h
t 

h
av

e b
een

 o
r sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 o
r 

could have been, that had to be dealt 
w

ith by politicians. T
he task fell to a 

g
en

eratio
n

 o
f y

o
u

n
g

 m
en

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 

them
selves been scarred and tested in 

a g
reat w

ar. W
h
at th

ey
 co

llectiv
ely

, 
and K

ennedy in particular, brought to 
that task w

as a sense of leadership, a 
sense of rationality, a sense that som

e-
how

 the tightrope -could be w
alked and 

that the w
orld w

ould survive. 

T
he P

rofits of H
ope 

L
E

A
D

E
R

S
H

IP
 is a quality not sub-

ject to verbal definition; it is exis-
tential and K

ennedy possessed It. H
e 

em
b
o
d
ied

, as M
acm

illan
 said

, "th
e 

hopes and aspirations" of m
ankind. H

e 
did not solve the problem

s of w
ar and 

peace. B
ut he created the conviction 

that they could be solved. H
e did not 

end the problem
s of racial discrim

ina-
tio

n
, th

e p
ro

b
lem

s o
f p

o
v

erty
 in

 th
e 

w
o

rld
, th

e p
ro

b
lem

s o
f g

o
v

ern
an

ce. 
B

u
t h

e in
sp

ired
 th

e h
o
p
e th

at th
ey

 
could be solved. 

T
hat is w

hat is m
issing front the cal-

culus of the revisionists. T
hey applied 

to his life and his presidency an ideal-
istic co

st acco
u

n
tin

g
 p

ro
ced

u
re th

at 
m

easu
res ach

iev
em

en
t b

y
 w

h
at w

as 
done and w

hat w
as left undone. It is a 

form
 of cost accounting that leaves out 

th
e p

sy
ch

ic an
d
 em

o
tio

n
al p

ro
fits o

f 
hope. It is the kind of accounting that 
w

ould find F
ranklin R

oosevelt a fail-
ure because he left undone the,P

erfec-
tion of m

an and society. 
R

onald S
teel, in his revisionist arti-

cle, "T
he K

ennedy F
antasy," w

as con-
fronted w

ith this existential dilem
m

a: 
"T

he question rem
ains w

h
y the m

ur-
der of the tw

o K
ennedys brought forth 

such an extraordinary outpouring of 
public grief. W

hy did so m
anyW

ho did 
n

o
t p

articu
larly

 ad
m

ire th
em

 in
 life 

feel an
 irrep

arab
le sen

se o
f lo

ft at 

D
E

C
A

D
E

, F
ro

m
 P

ag
e C

l 
R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
, after a sim

ilarly
 

great victory, 'stands in danger of his-
toric disgrace. T

he thought of his im
-

peachm
ent is no longer unthinkable. 

A
nd the country itself has endured a 

series of seem
ingly unending shocks 

over this past decade. 
T

he K
ennedy assassination w

as the 
first of those blow

s. S
ince then, noth-

ing has seem
ed secure or certain. A

s. 
sassin

atio
n
s o

f p
u
b
lic m

en
 th

at fo
l-

lo
w

ed
 h

is o
w

n
—

an
o
th

er K
en

n
ed

y
, 

K
ing, M

alcolm
 X

, the nearly-fatal as-
sault on W

allace—
have brought hom

e 
the realization that no m

an, no m
atter 

how
 high or w

ell-protected, is safe. Iii- 

T
hose years w

ere net, of course, be-
nign. T

he C
old W

ar w
as still w

ith us. 
R

acial tensions w
ere on the rise. In-

creasingly bitter ideological argum
ents 

d
iv

id
ed

 u
s: T

h
e Jo

h
n

 B
irch

 S
o

ciety
 

found K
ennedy too liberal, too soft; 

the liberals thought him
 too hesitant, 

too political (less profile, m
ore cour-

age, som
e of them

 w
ere saying). B

ut 
through it all K

ennedy m
oved surely 

and confidently. 
H

is popularity w
as astonishing. A

f-
ter th

e B
ay

 o
f P

ig
s in

v
asio

n
, 8

3
 p

er 
cen

t o
f all A

m
erican

s ap
p

ro
v

ed
 th

e 
w

ay
 h

e w
as actin

g
. F

o
r v

irtu
ally

 h
is 

entire tim
e in office, the G

allup P
oll 

show
ed that nearly 3 out of 4 citizens 

backed hint 
- C

4,1
 

A
m

erican pow
er 

and 
w

ill w
ere .negat-

ed. O
ne price of C

am
elot w

as • V
iet-

nam
. N

o young A
rthur em

erged th ex-
tricate us from

 disaster abroad and na-
tio

n
al d

isu
n
ity

 at h
o
m

e. S
u
rely

 th
at 

legacy has dim
inished K

ennedy's P
iece 

in our affections. R
om

ance and m
yth-

m
aking, w

e now
 see, do not w

ear w
en 

in this constantly changing society. I 
doubt if anyone today really "believes 
that Jack K

ennedy w
as a young prince 

o
f th

e realm
 ru

lin
g

 o
v

er a co
u

rt o
f 

knights and their ladies fair. 
M

an
y
 sch

o
lars are o

fferin
g
 O

th
er 

criticism
s. K

ennedy's excessive prO
m

-
ises, they say, raised popular expecta-
tio

n
s th

at led
 ev

en
tu

ally
 to

 g
en

eral 
frustration w

hen they w
ere unfulfilled. 

R
ichard N

ixon chose opposite them
es 



w
atts B

O
U

M
, A

tsrll 1955—
A

hle P
. K

ennedy tistarrbboto 

S
u

bstan
ce or S

h
adow

? 

have 
said, "A

h
, th

ey
 cried

 th
e rain

 
dow

n that night." 
T

he colum
nist, M

ary M
cG

rory, told 
her friend, D

aniel P
. M

oynihan, "W
e'll 

never laugh again." T
o w

hich M
oyni-

h
an

 rep
lied

, "H
eav

en
s, M

ary
. W

e'll 
lau

g
h
 ag

ain
. It's ju

st th
at w

e'll n
ev

er 
be young again." 

T
h
o
se w

ere sy
m

p
to

m
s o

f a g
rief 

that becam
e one of the great em

otional 
p

h
en

o
m

en
a in

 all h
u
m

an
 h

isto
ry

. It 
affected tens of m

illions of people on 
ev

ery
 co

n
tin

en
t, It fo

u
n
d
 ex

p
ressio

n
 

in
 p

o
etry

 an
d

 so
n

g
 an

d
 p

ray
er an

d
 

m
onum

ents and legends and in m
em

o-
ries that today, 10 years after the event, 
are p

ain
fu

l to
 h

o
ld

. 
. "W

hy," H
arold M

acm
illan w

ould ask, 
: "w

as this feeling—
this sorrow

—
at once 

so universal and an individual? W
as it 

not because he seem
ed, in his ow

n per-
son, to em

body all the hopes and aspi-
rations of this new

 w
orld that is strug-

gling to em
erge—

to rise, P
hoenix-like, 

from
 the ashes of the old?" 

It w
ould have seem

ed so then and it 
w

ould seem
 so

 today in those endless 
clusters of visitors clim

bing the hill to 
the grave in A

rlington C
em

etery, A
n 

those num
berless shacks and tenem

ents 
an

d
 sp

lit-lev
els w

h
ere th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 

p
ictu

re h
an

g
s o

n
 th

e w
all, w

h
ere th

e 
K

ennedy m
em

entos are pressed aw
ay 

in album
s and cedar chests. 

It n
o

 lo
n

g
er seem

s so, how
ever, in 

the new
 literature that is arising in the 

great universities and publishing facto-
ries of A

m
erica. In those quarters, his-

tory is being revised, K
ennedy legends 

are being dissected, a harsh new
 w

is-
dom

 about the m
an is struggling to be 

born. 

A
 C

entral T
hem

e 
H

E
 E

S
S

A
Y

IS
T

 R
onald S

teel, w
rit- 

in
g

 in
 th

e N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 R

ev
iew

 o
f 

B
ooks in 1970, struck a central them

e 
for the K

ennedy debunkers: 
"A

s the brief reign of John F
. K

en-
nedy recedes into the historical past, 
leaving the V

ietnam
 w

ar as its perm
a-

nent m
onum

ent, and as R
obert K

enne-
dy's unending succession of agonizing 
reappraisals now

 seem
s little m

ore than 
a footnote to the tribulations of L

yn-
- don Johnson, it is som

etim
es hard to 

rem
em

ber w
hat the K

ennedy legend is 
all ab

o
u
t. . . It g

o
t tarn

ish
ed

 so
m

e-
w

h
ere aro

u
n

d
 th

e B
ay

 o
f P

ig
s an

d
 

never recaptured its form
er glow

. T
hat 

fiasco w
as follow

ed by the failure of 
sum

m
it diplom

acy at V
ienna, the m

a-
nipulation of public anxiety over B

er-
lin, a dram

atic jum
p In the arm

s race, 
the unnecessary trip to the brink dur-
ing the C

uban m
issile crisis, tim

idity 
on civil rights, legislative stalem

ate in 
, C

ongress, and the decision to send the 
first A

m
erican

 tro
o

p
s to

 V
ietn

am
. 

S
om

ehow
 everything w

ent w
rong, and 

increasingly the crusading knight gave 
w

ay to the conventional politician w
ho 

had no answ
ers for us. John F

. K
enne-

d
y
's assassin

atio
n
 cam

e alm
o
st as a 

reprieve, fo
rev

er en
sh

rin
in

g
 h

im
 in

 
history as the glam

orous heroic leader 
h
e w

an
ted

 to
 b

e, rath
er th

an
 as th

e 
' politician buffeted by events he could 

not control." 

to
r u

te sew
-cen

teree arro
g
an

ce w
as 

so
 o

fte
n
 u

n
d
e
rla

y
 

th
e assu

m
p
tio

n
, 

spoken or not, that only the K
ennedys 

c
o
u
ld

 le
a
d
 th

e
 n

a
tio

n
 to

w
a
rd

 th
e
 

'A
m

erican D
ream

'." 
W

here sh
e ad

v
an

ces th
e critiq

u
e is 

in her use of the psycho-history tech-
nique to argue that K

ennedy w
as guilty 

of poiicy deficiencies because he w
as 

the victim
 of psychological deficien-

cies. 
T

hus: "A
 m

ajor part of m
y them

e is 
th

at th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 d
em

an
d

 fo
r p

o
w

er 
grew

 out of neurotic com
petitiO

n far 
m

ore than from
 genuine com

petence; 
that an obsessive-com

pulsive need for 
pow

ei and social recognition basically 
m

otivated the K
ennedy trium

phs; that 
this need arose from

 a profound sense 
of pow

erlessness and rejection in indi-
vidual K

ennedys and in the fam
ily as a 

w
hole, and that, therefore, the glorious 

prom
ises, because of their largely neu-

rotie origins, rem
ained largely unful-

filled and unfulfillable." 
S

p
ecifically

, sh
e arg

u
es th

at K
en

-
nedy w

as a m
an obsessed w

ho took the 
n
atio

n
 in

to
 trag

ic ad
v
en

tu
res —

 th
e 

B
ay of P

igs, the C
uban m

issile crisis, 
V

ietnam
 —

 out of a neurotic need to 
prove his m

anhood. 
T

oday's "counterculture," as B
ruce 

M
ulish rem

arks in a forew
ord to the 

C
lin

ch
 b

o
o

k
, `Is a rev

u
lsio

n
 ag

ain
st 

th
is 'n

eu
ro

sis.' T
h

e co
u

n
tercu

ltu
re 

seeks to change the values the K
enne-

dys represented. M
anliness in an atom

-
ic ag

e is seen
 as a fo

rm
 o

f m
ad

n
ess; 

and boys w
ear long hair like girls to 

sy
m

b
o

liz
e
 th

e
 a

c
c
e
p

ta
n

c
e
 o

f 
'w

o
m

an
lin

ess' an
d

 its fu
sio

n
 w

ith
 

'm
anliness.' C

om
petition gives w

ay to 
com

m
unity. W

inning the w
orld is seen 

as losing one's soul. T
he constant ef-

fo
rt to

 seem
 'stro

n
g
' is p

erceiv
ed

 as 
the outer disguise of an inner fear of 
'w

ea
kness.' " 

T
w

o D
ifferen

t W
orld

s 

O
N

 T
H

E
 F

A
C

E
 of it, it is difficult to 

 reconcile these retrospective judg-
m

ents of K
ennedy w

ith the w
orldw

ide 
sen

se o
f lo

ss an
d

 love his death occa-
sioned. It is especially difficult today, 
in a tim

e of approxim
ate detente, in a 

tim
e w

hen nuclear w
ar seem

s so un-
likely and absurd. T

oday's children see 
an A

m
erican P

resident laughing and 
drinking w

ith the C
hinese. A

m
erican 

capitalists spend their w
eekende play-

ing tennis w
ith S

o
v

iet trad
e m

inisters. 
T

ourists flock to M
oscow

 and P
eking. 

It is all C
o
n
v
iv

ial, 
relax

ed
, h

o
p
efu

l. 
H

ow
 stupid, how

 "neurotic" the old ha-
tred

s and suspicions now
 seem

. ,  
C

ould it be th
at the revisionists are 

rig
h
t? C

o
u
ld

 it b
e th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 d

e-
lu

d
ed

 an
d

 m
isled

 u
s an

d
 th

at all th
e -

love and sorrow
 w

ere w
on by fraud? It 

could be. B
u
t o

n
ly

 if h
isto

ry
 an

d
 K

en-
nedy's existential qualities are erased 
from

 the collective m
entori&

of m
an-

kind. 
T

he w
orld he inherited as he cam

e 
into the presidency and into our con-
scio

u
sn

ess w
as a far d

ifferen
t w

o
rld

 
than w

e live in today. T
he children of 

1
9

6
0

 learn
ed

 ab
o

u
t b

o
m

b
 sh

elters and 
practiced air raid drills. T

here w
as a 

T
hose w

ere the existential facts of 
1980. A

rm
ageddon, it seem

ed then, w
as 

m
an's fate. It m

ay
 b

e argued today, as 
th

e revisionists 
arg

u
e, th

at th
is C

o
ld

 
W

ar 
m

en
tality

 w
as im

p
o
sed

 o
n
 th

e 
w

orld by ignorant m
en serving the in-

terests of an im
perial capitalism

 —
 the 

T
ru

m
a
n
s a

n
d
 C

h
u
rc

h
ills a

n
d
 d

e
 

G
aulles. B

ut it w
as real and it w

as this 
real w

o
rld

, n
o

t a w
o

rld
 th

at m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e b
een

 o
r sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 o
r 

could have been, that had to be dealt 
w

ith by politicians. T
he task fell to a 

g
en

eratio
n
 o

f y
o
u
n
g
 m

en
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 

them
selves been scarred and tested in 

a g
reat w

ar. W
h

at th
ey

 co
llectiv

ely
, 

and K
ennedy in particular, brought to 

th
at task

 w
as a sen

se of leadership, a 
sense of rationality, a sense that som

e-
how

 the tightrope could be w
alked and 

that the w
orld w

ould survive. 

T
h

e P
rofits of H

op
e 

L
E

A
D

E
R

S
H

IP
 is a quality not sub-

ject to verbal definition; it is exis-
tential and K

ennedy possessed it. H
e 

em
b

o
d

ied
, as M

acm
illan

 said
, "th

e 
hopes and aspirations" of m

ankind. H
e 

did not solve the problem
s of w

ar and 
peace. B

ut he created the conviction 
that they could be solved. H

e did not 
end the problem

s of racial discrim
ina-

tio
n

, th
e p

ro
b

lem
s o

f p
o

v
erty

 in
 th

e 
w

o
rld

, th
e p

ro
b

lem
s o

f g
o

v
ern

an
ce. 

B
u

t h
e in

sp
ired

 th
e h

o
p

e th
at th

ey
 

could be solved. 
T

hat is w
hat is m

issing from
 the cal-

culus of the revisionists. T
hey applied 

to his life and his presidency an ideal-
istic co

st acco
u
n
tin

g
 p

ro
ced

u
re th

at 
m

easures achievem
ent by w

hat w
as 

done and w
hat w

as left undone. It is a 
form

 of cost accounting that leaves out 
th

e p
sy

ch
ic and em

otional profits of 
hope. It is the kind of accounting that 
w

ould find F
ranklin R

oosevelt a fail-
ure because he left undone theperfec-
tion of m

an and society. 
R

onald S
teel, In his revisionist arti-

cle, "T
he K

ennedy F
antasy," w

as 'con-
fronted w

ith this existential dilem
m

a: 
"T

he question rem
ains w

hy the m
ur-

der of the tw
o K

ennedys brought forth 
such an extraordinary outpouring of 
P

ublic grief. W
hy did so m

any w
ho did 

n
o
t p

articu
larly

 ad
m

ire th
em

 in
 life 

feel an
 irrep

arab
le sen

se o
f lo

ss at 
th

eir d
eath

? . .. W
hy did a revolution-

ary like T
om

 H
ayden com

e to S
t. P

at-
rick's C

athedral to m
ourn over the cas. 

k
et o

f R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
? W

itt in
 

th
e 

hom
es and shop fronts of every black 

g
h

etto
 d

o
 y

o
u

 see p
h

o
to

s o
f M

artin
 

L
uther K

in
g

 flan
k

ed
 b

y
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 

b
ro

th
ers as a 

H
o
ly

 T
rin

itii 	
tS

ar• 
tyred saints?" 

S
teel's th

in
 an

sw
er; in

 th
e case o

f 
John K

ennedy, w
as that he posiessed 

"a tru
e sen

se o
f sty

le." B
u
t it w

as 
m

o
re th

an
 "sty

le" th
at in

sp
ired

 lin
es 

like R
obert H

azel's: 
"

P
residen

t I 
/ova 

as 
m

y gran
dfath

er 
loved L

incoln, in .the silence after 
th

e bu
gle, lie dow

n
. 

L
ie in your forest of stone. 

L
ie close to L

incoln. 
O

n
 th

e d
ark

 
hill 

a flo
w

er o
f lig

h
t is 

bloom
in

g clear as your eyes w
ere."

 

D
E

C
A

D
E

, F
ro

m
 P

ag
e C

l 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
, after a sim

ilarly
 

great victory, 'stands in danger of his-
toric disgrace. T

he thought of his im
-

peachm
ent is no longer unthinkable. 

A
nd the country itself has endured a 

series of seem
ingly unending shocks 

over this past decade. 
T

he K
ennedy assassination w

as the 
first of those blow

s. S
ince then, noth-

ing has seem
ed secure or certain. A

s-
sassinations 

o
f p

u
b
lic m

en
 th

at fo
l-

low
ed 

h
is o

w
n

—
an

o
th

er K
en

n
ed

y
, 

K
ing, M

alcolm
 X

, the nearly-fatal as-
sau

lt on W
allace—

have brought hom
e 

the realization that no m
an, no m

atter 
how

 high or w
ell-protected, is safe. R

i-
o
ts h

av
e raised

 q
u
estio

n
s n

o
t o

n
ly

 
ab

o
u

t th
e su

rv
iv

al o
f o

u
r cities, b

u
t 

o
u

r sy
stem

. P
o

w
er b

lack
o

u
ts, fu

el 
sh

o
rtag

es an
d
 p

o
llu

tio
n
 alerts h

av
e 

created an aw
areness of how

 depend. 
ent society has becom

e on elem
ents be-

yond th
e co

n
tro

l o
f m

o
st citizen

s—
o
r 

beyoncirth
e co

n
tro

l o
f an

y
o

n
e. C

o
rru

p
- • 

L
ion and subversion extending to 

th
e 

O
val O

ffice of the W
hite H

ouse itself 
have m

ade us despair about national 
honor and integrity. 

W
ith good reason w

e have learned 
n
o
t to

 tru
st so

 b
lin

d
ly

 n
o
r to

 b
eliev

e 
so im

plicitly in our leaders, if w
e are 

n
o

t y
et a cy

n
ical so

ciety
, w

e are in
 

danger of becom
ing one. W

e are find-
ing it easier to believe in a m

ultitude 
of conspiracy theories. A

n atm
osphere 

of doubt and suspicion still surrounds 
both K

ennedy and K
ing assassinations. 

T
hose years w

ere not, of course, be-
nign. T

he C
old W

ar w
as still w

ith us. 
R

acial ten
sio

n
s w

ere o
n

 th
e rise. In

-
creasingly bitter ideological argum

ents 
d
iv

id
ed

 u
s: T

h
e Jo

h
n
' B

irch
 S

o
ciety

 
fo

u
n

d
 K

en
n

ed
y

 to
o

 lib
eral, to

o
 so

ft; 
the liberals thought him

 too hesitant, 
too political (less profile, m

ore cour-
age, som

e of them
 w

ere saying). B
ut 

through it all K
ennedy m

oved surely 
and confidently. 

H
is popularity w

as astonishing. A
f-

ter th
e B

ay
 o

f P
ig

s in
v

asio
n

, 8
3

 p
er 

cen
t o

f all A
m

erican
s ap

p
ro

v
ed

 th
e 

w
ay

 h
e w

as actin
g
. F

o
r v

irtu
ally

 h
is 

entire tim
e in office, the G

allup P
oll 

show
ed that nearly 3 out of 4 citizens 

backed him
. 

esso 
-T

N
 T

H
IS

 P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 period of national 

I
 suspicion and distrust, 

it's d
ifficu

lt 
to

 
understand w

hy K
ennedy seem

ed 
sp

ecial. C
ertain

ty
 n

o
t all A

m
erican

s 
lo

v
ed

 h
im

. In
d

eed
, m

an
y

 h
ated

 an
d

 
feared him

. B
ut no one w

as im
m

une to 
him

. F
ro

m
 th

e m
o

m
en

t h
e an

n
o

u
n

ced
 

his candidacy in the m
arbled splendor 

of the old S
enate C

aucus R
oom

 on Jan. 
2, 1980, until the end in D

allas, he com
-

m
anded A

m
erica's attention as no one 

sin
ce. H

e seem
ed

 so
 p

erfect a b
reak

 
w

ith
 th

e p
ast. H

e h
ad

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 

A
m

ericans alw
ays adm

ired: youth, en-
ergy, pow

er, w
it, w

ealth, charm
, good 

lo
o

k
s, a reco

rd
 as a tru

e w
ar h

ero
, a 

g
lam

o
ro

u
s w

ife, lo
v

ely
 ch

ild
ren

. H
e 

prom
ised exciting tim

es, and carefully 
cultivated the im

pression of action. H
e 

accep
ted

 n
o
m

in
atio

n
 o

n
 th

e W
est 

. 	
, 

A
m

erican pow
er and w

ill w
ere 'negat-

ed. O
ne price of C

am
elot w

as : V
iet-

nam
. N

o young A
rthur em

erged tb
.  ex-

tricate us from
 disaster abroad and na-

tio
n

al d
isu

n
ity

 at h
o

m
e. S

u
rely

 :that 
legacy has dim

inished K
ennedy'S

 place 
in our affections. R

om
ance and 'irdrth-

m
aking, w

e now
 see, do not w

ear 'w
ell 

in this constantly changing society. I 
doubt if anyone today really believes 
that Jack K

ennedy w
as a young 'prince 

o
f th

e realm
 ru

lin
g
 

o
v
er a co

u
rt o

f 
knights and their ladies fair. 

M
an

y
 sch

o
lars are o

fferin
g
 o

th
er 

criticism
s. K

ennedy's excessive prom
-

ises, they say, raised popular expecta-
tio

n
s th

at led
 ev

en
tu

ally
 to

 g
en

eral 
frustration w

hen they w
ere unfulfilled. 

R
ichard N

ixon chose opposite 'them
es 

in his presidential cam
paign of J988. 

W
e sh

o
u

ld
 av

o
id

 g
ran

d
 p

ro
m

ises, 
low

er our voices and w
ork at b

illig
in

g
 

our society together., N
ixon's 'them

es 
w

ere correct and the people apgrO
yed 

—
and then his prom

ise; too, w
ere un-

fulfilled. 
T

here is som
ething, else. 4

 deM
.I.nk• 

lo
g
 to

n
e ru

n
s th

ro
u
g
h
 m

any 
o

f th
e 

K
en

n
ed

y
 rem

in
iscen

ces n
o

w
 

b
e
in

g
 

p
u
b
lish

ed
. B

u
t th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 leg

acy
 

w
ill n

o
t b

e d
eterm

in
ed

 o
n
ly

 b
y
 th

e 
m

yth-m
akers--or breakers. W

e w
ept 

fo
r K

en
n
ed

y
 1

0
 y

ears ag
o
 fo

r M
ere 

fundam
ental reaso

n
s than his specific 

successes or /allures. W
e sorrow

ed be-
cause, at his hest, he m

ade it seem
:P

bs-
sible to believe w

e could be better; be-
c
a
u
se

 h
e
 in

sp
ire

d
 a

 se
n
se

 o
t.c

o
ilfi-

dence, tru
st an

d
 p

u
rp

o
se; b

ecau
se to

 
m

illions he represented' the pursuit of 



B
y E

ve A
u

eh
iu

clo
ss 

T
h

e w
riter is associate 

editor of 
T

h
e P

ost's B
ook W

orld. 

T
H

E
 C

A
R

D
 C

A
T

A
L

O
G

U
E

 of the 
N

ew
 Y

ork P
ublic L

ibrary lists 
53 books purporting to be by John 
F

. K
ennedy and 210 titles about him

 
in a variety of languages. T

hese in-
clude 12 books of poetry and such 
special item

s as "G
o C

aroline!" by 
G

eo
rg

e P
lim

p
to

n
:, o

f w
h
ich

 o
n
ly

 
eight copies w

ere printed. 
A

 few
 of these books have achi• 

ey
ed

 larg
e an

d
 

lastin
g sales. K

en-
nedy's ow

n "P
rofiles in C

ourage," 
first published in 1956, has sold w

ell 
over a m

illion copies in hardcover 
alone. H

is "W
hy E

ngland S
lept," an 

undergraduate thesis brashly pub-
lished as a book, sold 81,000 copies 
betw

een 1962 and 1968. 
T

heodore H
. W

hite's "T
he M

aking 
of the P

resident 1960," published in 
1961, sold close to a m

illion hard-
b
o
u
n
d
 co

p
ies an

d
 is stilt sellin

g
 

slo
w

ly
 to

d
ay

. In
 p

ap
erb

ack
 it has 

sold nearly 400,000 copies. 
In 1865 the great adulatory post- 

m
o

rtem
s b

eg
an

 to
 ro

ll. A
rth

u
r M

. 
S

ch
lesin

g
er Jras "T

h
e T

h
o
u
san

d
 

D
ays" has probably sold about half 

a m
illion hardcover, incuding B

ook-
of-tho-M

onth C
lub sales, and is still 

sellin
g
 ab

o
u
t 1

,0
0
0
 a y

ear. P
ap

er-
back sales are around 600,000. T

heo-
d

o
re S

o
ren

sen
's "K

en
n

ed
y

," p
u

b
-

lished the sam
e year, has sold about 

135,000 copies and is still going at 
about 500 a year. It has gone throgh 
seven printings in paperback. 

Jo
h

n
 K

. Jessu
p

's "JF
K

 A
s W

e 
R

em
em

ber H
im

," P
aul F

ay's "T
he 

P
leasu

re o
f H

is C
o
m

p
an

y
" an

d
 

P
ierre S

alin
g
er's "W

ith
 K

en
n
ed

y
" 

are all still sellin
g
. K

en
n
y
 O

'D
o
n
-

nell and D
ave P

ow
ers' "Johnny W

e 
H

ard
ly

 K
n
ew

 Y
e," p

u
b
lish

ed
 last 

year, lies sold at least 120,000 copies 
in hardcover. In paperback this fall, 
it has already sold 1.3 m

illion. 
T

he first successful anti-K
ennedy 

book, V
ictor L

asky's "JF
K

: T
he M

an 
and the M

yth," cam
e out in 1986 and 

sold 125,000 copies. 
A

ssassination books include sev-
eral b

ig
 sellers. B

an
tam

 B
o
o
k
s' 

paperback of the W
arren C

om
m

is-
sion report, published in 1964, sold 
1.6 m

illion copies; "T
he W

itnesses," 

excerpted 
from

 com
m

ission testi-
m

o
n

y
, so

ld
 4

0
0

,0
0

0
. E

d
w

ard
 Jay

 
E

p
stein

's "In
q
u
est," in

 1
9
6
6
, so

ld
 

400,000 paperbacks. 
In 1967 cam

e W
illiam

 M
anches-

ter's "D
eath of a P

resident," w
hich 

sold over 650,000 copies in hardcover 
and is still selling 1,000 a year. Prob-
ably over a m

illion paperbacks have 
been sold. Jim

 B
ishop's "T

he D
ay 

K
ennedy W

as S
hot," in 1968, an-

o
th

er b
ig

 b
est-seller, h

as g
o

n
e 

through five paperback printings. 
R

evisionist history has not achi-
eved such com

m
ercial success, al-

though D
avid H

aiberstam
's gossip-

packed 
"T

he B
est and the B

right-
est" has sold 175,000 copies and is 
still going strong. 

T
h

e 
m

o
d
est Jack

ie literatu
re, 

eight titles, includes one best-seller: 
M

ary
 G

allag
h
er's "M

y
 L

ife W
ith

 
Jacqueline K

ennedy," published in 
1969, w

hich sold 100,000 hardcover 
copies but is no longer m

oving, 
T

he latest v
alen

tin
e, ju

st o
u
t, is 

C
ecil S

toughton and C
hester C

lif-
ton's "T

he M
em

ories—
JF

K
, 1961-

1963." A
nd R

ose K
ennedy's autobio-

graphy, due next spring, is certain 
to be a best-seller. 

al, J1'  

4
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d
y

's assassin
atio

n
 cam

e alm
o

st as a 
rep

riev
e, fo

rev
er en

sh
rin

in
g
 h

im
 in

 
history as the glam

orous heroic leader 
h
e w

an
ted

 to
 b

e, rath
er th

an
 as th

e 
politician buffeted by events he could 
not control." 

F
u

ll flow
erin

g 
E

IL
A

B
O

R
A

T
IO

N
S

 o
n
 th

is th
em

e 
have appeared in uncounted essays 

and polem
ical volum

es. T
hey are de-

' b
ated

 an
d
 em

b
ellish

ed
 in

 th
e h

ig
h
er 

learn
in

g
 circles an

d
 cam

e to
 fu

ll 
flo

w
er th

is y
ear in

 N
an

cy
 G

ag
er 

C
linch's book, "T

he K
ennedy N

euro-
sis." 

T
he w

orld he inherited as he cam
e 

into the presidency and into our con-
scio

u
sn

ess w
as a far d

ifferen
t w

o
rld

 
than w

e live in today. T
he children of 

1960 learned about bom
b shelters and 

p
racticed

 air raid
 d

rills. T
h

ere w
as a 

sen
se am

o
n
g
 m

en
 o

f a terrib
le p

eril 
from

 nuclear w
ar. In the U

nited S
tates 

th
e G

allu
p
 p

o
lls reflected

 a p
o
p
u
-

lar o
b

sessio
n

 w
ith

 su
rv

iv
al. H

alf th
e 

people believed there w
as an im

m
inent 

d
an

g
er o

f a n
ew

 w
o
rld

 w
ar; 8

0
 p

er 
cen

t p
referred

 a n
u
clear w

ar to
 life 

u
n
d
er C

o
m

m
u
n
ist ru

le. T
h
ere w

ere 
w

id
esp

read
 fears th

at th
e R

u
ssian

s 
w

ere w
in

n
in

g
 th

e m
issile race, w

ere 

rresn
u

en
t i 

w
ee as m

y
 g

ran
d
fath

er 
loved L

incoln, in th
e silence after 

th
e bu

gle, lie dow
n

. 
L

ie in your forest of stone. 
M

e close to L
incoln, 

O
n

 th
e dark lrsll 

a flow
er 

o
f lig

h
t 

is 
bloom

ing clear as your eyes w
ere." 

T
he chem

istry in hum
an perceptions 

is o
ften

 a m
y
stery

. Jo
h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
's 

h
o
ld

 o
n
 th

e h
earts an

d
 em

o
tio

n
s o

f 
people all over the w

orld is a m
ystery 

only to the revisionists. T
hat he touch-

ed them
 is a historical fact transcend-

tug A
lt the verbal "facts" com

piled by 
the new

 historians, proving again that 
w

ords are not m
en

. - 

n
o
t y

et a cy
n
ical so

ciety
, w

e are in
 

danger of becom
ing one. W

e are find-
ing it easier to believe in a m

ultitude 
of conspiracy theories. A

n atm
osphere 

of doubt and suspicion still surrounds 
both K

ennedy and K
ing assassinations. 

P
roof of governm

ental deception' has 
co

m
e to

 lig
h
t o

v
er V

ietn
am

 an
d
 th

e 
P

e
n
ta

g
o
n

 P
a
p
e
rs, W

e
i a

n
d
 th

e
 

A
m

erican
 atro

cities, W
aterg

ate an
d
 

its cover-up. 
T

hat is not to suggest th
e K

ennedy 
legacy has been all negative and disil-
lu

sio
n
in

g
. T

h
e b

rief K
en

n
ed

y
 y

ears 
(only tw

o years, 10 m
onths, and tw

o 
days) w

ere the last tim
es w

hen A
m

er-
ica experienced a collective sense of 
w

ell-being. N
ow

, those 
yea

rs seem
 

in-
credibly in

n
o

cen
t. A

t th
e tim

e,‘ th
e 

country ap
p
eared

 calm
 an

d
 b

asically
 

content. 
T

here w
as no great dissent. T

here 
w

ere no riots, no assassinations. It w
as 

possible to believe—
and m

any A
m

eri-
cans did—

that there w
ere no real prob-

le
m

s, c
e
rta

in
ly

 n
o
n
e
 o

u
r le

a
d
e
rs 

couldn't solve, including the old buga-
boo th

reat o
f co

m
m

u
n
ism

. W
e w

ere 
ju

st entering, it seem
ed, our m

ost pow
-

erfu
l p

erio
d
, a tim

e w
h
en

 A
m

erica 
could do anything it w

ished at hom
e or 

abroad, w
hen w

e w
ere unchallenged ei-

ther m
ilitarily or econom

ically, w
hen 

w
e could fight w

ars overseas against 
our ideological enem

ies and w
ars at 

hom
e ag

ain
st p

o
v

erty
—

an
d

 w
in

 th
em

 
all. W

h
eth

er w
e w

ere arro
g
an

t o
r 

naive, confidence prevailed. K
ennedy 

perfectly suited the national m
ood. A

s 
S

en
. F

u
lb

rlg
h

t said
, "H

e m
ad

e m
e 

proud of m
y country." 

In
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 y

ears w
e th

o
u
g
h
t 

our days w
ere filled w

ith crisis and ac-
tion and "progress"—

B
irm

ingham
 and 

O
xford, M

iss., an
d
 th

e N
eg

ro
es (n

o
 

blacks am
ong us then); A

lan S
hepard, 

,John G
lenn, C

ape C
anaveral and the 

space 
age; 

F
id

el C
astro

, th
e B

erlin
 

W
all and standing up to K

hrushchev 
in the m

issile crisis; 50-m
ile hikes and 

Jam
es B

ond, V
aughn M

eader and the 
B

eatles; N
ew

 F
ro

n
tiersm

en
 an

d
 th

e 
P

eace C
orps.  

ergy, pow
er, w

it, w
ealth, charm

, good 
lo

o
k
s, a reco

rd
 as a tru

e w
ar h

ero
, a 

glam
orous w

ife, lovely children. H
e 

p
ro

m
ised

 ex
citin

g
 tim

es, an
d

 carefu
lly

 
cultivated the im

pression of action. H
e 

accep
ted

 n
o

m
in

atio
n

 o
n

 th
e W

est 
C

oast and pointedly said he w
as facing 

w
est tow

ard a "new
 frontier." O

n his 
inauguration day, a day so crisp, cold 
and clear that it im

m
ediately becam

e 
part of the m

yth, he stood bareheaded, 
w

ithout a coat, as he called out a sum
-

m
ons in brisk tones: 
"L

et th
e w

o
rd

 g
o
 fo

rth
, fro

m
 th

is 
tim

e and place, to friend and foe alike, 
th

at th
e to

rch
 h

as b
een

 p
assed

 to
 a 

new
 generation of A

m
ericans . .. now

 
the trum

pet sum
m

ons us again—
not as 

a call to arm
s, though arm

s w
e need

—
n
o
t as a call to

 b
attle, th

o
u
g
h
 em

b
at-

tled w
e are—

but a call to bear the bur-
d
en

s o
f a lo

n
g
 tw

ilig
h
t stru

g
g
le . ." 

-R
ead these w

ords today and stim
e-

thing else com
es through. H

e w
as m

ar-
tial, belligerent, strident. It w

as K
en-

nedy w
ho cast such phrases as advis-

ing our enem
ies that "those w

ho fool-
ishly sought pow

er by riding the back 
of the tiger ended up inside"; K

ennedy 
w

h
o

 sp
o

k
e o

f an
 "h

o
u

r o
f n

atio
n

al 
peril" in his first address to C

ongress; 
K

en
n
ed

y
 w

h
o
 rem

in
d
ed

 th
e n

atio
n
 

that the A
m

erican eagle holds both the 
olive branch and a bundle of -arrow

s in 
its talo

n
s; K

en
n

ed
y

 w
h

o
 d

ev
o

ted
 so

 
m

uch energy—
and national treasure—

to
 stren

g
th

en
in

g
 A

m
erica's m

ilitary
 

arsen
al; K

en
n

ed
y

 w
h

o
 lau

n
ch

ed
 th

e 
B

ay
 o

f P
ig

s an
d
 th

e G
reen

 B
erets; 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

h
o
 accelerated

 th
e sp

ace 
budget and said if w

e co
u
ld

 g
et to

 th
e 

m
oon 

before the R
ussians w

e should; 
K

en
n
ed

y
 w

h
o
 sp

o
k
e relativ

ely
 little 

about dom
estic needs or a questioning 

of national priorities, 
A

n
d
 it w

as K
en

n
ed

y
 w

h
o
 set u

s 
firm

ly on the long tortuous road to 
etnam

. A
ll these, too, w

ere K
ennedy's 

legacies. 
T

he new
 historical revisionists are 

rem
inding us that K

ennedy's exhorta-
tions, h

is rh
eto

ric an
d
 fighting stance, 

en
trap

p
ed

 u
s in

 situ
atio

n
s w

h
ere  

ninaam
entat reasons than rim

s specific 
successes or failures. W

e sorrow
ed be-

cause, at his best, he m
ade it seem

:pos-
sible to believe w

e could he bettea; be-
cau

se h
e in

sp
ired

 a sen
se o

f -so
p

a-
dent*, trust and purpose; because to 
m

illions he represented the pursuit of 
excellence in national life. 

S
e
a
 	

• 

A
 L

L
 R

IG
H

T
. T

he artificial m
ilestone 

is here, the prelim
inary assessm

ents 
are being rendered. T

here is ne ,coa-
_census on K

ennedy at the m
om

ent. It 
is too soon for any final verdict. B

ut 
som

ething curious has hapP
enell . to 

those of us w
ho w

ere affected_ by the 
K

ennedy years. Som
e liberals and ,con-

servatives w
ho began by opposing k

en
-

nedy, such m
en as M

ichael H
arrington 

and R
ichard J. W

halen, now
 see..  him

 in 
a
 fa

r m
o

re
 

fav
o
rab

le p
erspective. 

S
om

e of us in the center, w
e w

ho felt 
bereft at the new

s 10 years ago, today 
either are am

bivalent or disillusioned 
—

or sim
ply don't care. A

nd som
e, pos-

sibly a m
ajority, still cling to a belief 

that K
ennedy represented a special, hi-

definable quality that has been m
iss-

ing from
 national life since D

allaSa 
N

one of us saw
 him

 clearly,7-eitber 
then or now

. 
It w

as one of the ironies of his life 
that John K

ennedy, a practical, tough, 
essentially conservative Irish  p

lo
liti-

clan, seem
ed too liberal for the -tim

es. 
Y

et he w
as riding the crest of his;per-

so
n
e' p

o
p
u
larity

 w
h
en

 h
e tan

n
ed

 a 
p

o
em

, "W
estw

ard
, lo

o
k

, th
e lan

d
' is 

bright," and set out for D
allas on that 

N
ovem

ber day in 1963, leaving b
illin

d
 

a tantalizing sense of w
hat.m

ight-have-
been and a void no one else has been 
able to fill. 

, 	. 
B

ut 
th

e d
ecad

e sin
ce D

allas h
as 

tau
g
h
t u

s not to
 rely

 o
n

 an
y

o
n

e m
an, 

D
espite all the difficult problem

s- of 
these years, despite the erosion,  of con-
fidence and loss of faith, the A

rderican 
people have show

n a rem
arkable resil-

iency in tim
es of crisis. T

hey responded 
w

ith patience, fortitude and determ
ina-

tion w
hen K

ennedy w
as killed. T

hey 
have continued to respond that w

ay in 
all the tim

es of trouble since. 
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T
H

E
 W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 

K
ennedy and the Intellectuals 

B
y S

id
n

ey H
ertzb

erg
 

Im
m

ediately after the assassination of 
President K

ennedy, H
ertzberg, as editor 

of C
urrent m

agazine, published the reac-
tions of a group of intellect:W

s, 'm
ainly 

historians. H
e asked these and other in-

tellectuals for their evaluations of 
K

en
-

teeditrlo years later. 

R
E

S
P

O
N

S
E

 to the assassins- 
A

lo
is o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 '1

0
 

v
ev

a -ag
o
 d

ram
atized

 a m
o
m

en
to

u
s 

-and-hopeful fact of m
odern political 

life: that a leader w
hose hallm

ark w
as 

an
 in

tellig
en

t in
terest In

 id
eas co

u
ld

 
y
et m

o
v
e g

reat m
asses o

f p
eo

p
le 

throughout the w
orld. 

M
en of the m

ind claim
ed this fact as 

a P
recio

u
s leg

acy
 w

h
atev

er th
ey

 
thought of the policies and actions his 
in

tellig
en

ce n
u

rtu
red

. R
ev

isited
 1

0
 

lean
 later, in

tellectu
als still clin

g
 to

 
thi.V

.legacy. B
ut, being intellectuals, 

' theV
agree on little else. 

T
h

e co
n

trast b
etw

een
 th

e sp
irit 

(noie. than style) and the m
easurable 

subal- A
rcg of the K

ennedy adrainistra-
tion. T

rxplains m
any of the conflicting 

interpretations of it. 
O

n the w
hole, K

ennedy's defenders 
do not insist that the record he left is 
iinpressiV

e for its achieved tangibles. 
T

hey -argue that he "set the stage"—
 

the" inast. frequently used phrase—
for 

good things to com
e in his second term

 
w

hen he presum
ably w

ould have en-
joyed am

ore com
pliant C

ongress. A
nd 

th
ey

:S
et g

reat sto
re in

 h
is ro

le as th
e 

sy
ru

tsp
k

to
f A

m
erica's b

est h
o

p
e an

d
 

instincts:- 
B

it 
h

is d
etracto

rs are im
p

atien
t 

w
ith

 sy
m

b
o

lism
, im

p
o

n
d

erab
les an

d
 

good intentions. T
hey tend to concen-

trate on bills enacted, executive orders 
issued, specific diplom

atic m
oves un-

dertaken. A
nd they feel the dram

a to 
b
e en

acted
 o

n
 h

is stag
e settin

g
 w

as 
long overdue. 

0
+

3
 

F
O

R
 H

IS
T

O
R

IA
N

S
, 10 years is no 

tim
e at all. B

u
t P

ro
f. W

illiam
 E

. 
L

euchtenburg of C
olum

bia U
niversity, 

w
hose special field is recent A

m
erican 

h
isto

ry
, fin

d
s reco

g
n
izab

le tren
d
s in

 
K

ennedy historiography. 
"F

o
r tw

o
 o

r th
ree y

ears after h
is 

death," says teuchtenliurg, "the m
ain 

criticism
 o

f h
is ad

m
in

istratio
n
 w

as 
that. it w

as inconsequential. W
as he in-

ad
eq

u
ate o

r w
as h

e in
 o

ffice fo
r to

o
 

brief a tim
e—

tw
o years and 10 m

onths 
—

te, have - m
ad

e a sig
n
ifican

t m
ark

? 
H

ow
 does one evaluate substance as 

against style? T
here has been m

ore at-
tention to the style of K

ennedy's presi-
dency than of any other presidency. 

"T
h
ese q

u
estio

n
s rem

ain
 w

ith
 u

s, 
b
u
t th

ere h
as b

een
 a sh

arp
 ch

an
g
e. 

N
o

w
 th

e critics are say
in

g
 it w

as an
 

Im
p
o
rtan

t ad
m

in
istratio

n
 b

u
t it w

as 
m

alevolent. 
"

A
 rand deal of the revisionist criti- 

m
ore doubtful they becom

e, the m
ore 

shocking som
e of them

, especially in 
foreign policy, seem

." 
1
7
4
4
 

B
U

T
 T

H
E

 R
E

V
IS

IO
N

IS
T

 im
pulse is 

 not all negative. Irving H
ow

e, ed-
ito

r o
f D

issen
t an

d
 a sp

o
k
esm

an
 fo

r 
th

e o
ld

er left, h
as sh

ifted
 th

e b
asis 

of his judgm
ent: 

"P
eople like m

yself w
ho have com

e 
o
u
t o

f th
e trad

itio
n
al A

m
erican

 left 
have alw

ays underestim
ated the im

por-
tance of character in the selection of a 
P

resident. 
"T

en years ago, I pointed out w
hat I 

th
in

k
 w

as ab
so

lu
tely

 tru
e, th

at K
en

-
nedy did not have -m

uch of a liberal rec-
o
rd

, th
at h

e h
ad

n
't m

ad
e an

y
 

claim
s 

to being a great liberal. 
"I said

 th
at in

 o
rd

er to
 co

u
n
teract 

som
e of the excessive encom

ium
s for 

him
, but I think now

 it w
asereally be-

side the point. W
hat m

attered in term
s 

of public response w
as not a particular 

p
iece o

f leg
islatio

n
 o

r ev
en

 th
e fact 

th
at -h

e sig
n

ed
 th

e -ato
m

 test b
an

 
treaty

. W
h
at m

attered
 w

as p
eo

p
le's 

sense that there w
as a m

an in the pres-
id

en
cy

 w
h

o
 rep

resen
ted

 so
m

eth
in

g
 

fresh
, an

 effo
rt to

 g
et aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e 
dism

alness of R
epublican adm

inistra-
tio

n
s an

d
 in

 a w
ay

 I th
in

k
 n

o
w

 th
at 

this popular response had m
ore legiti-

m
acy and perception than m

y sort of 
form

alistic criticism
, accurate though 

it w
as at th

at tim
e." 
6
•1
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L
O

O
K

IN
G

 B
A

C
K

, L
ew

is S
. F

euer, 
professor of sociology at the U

ni-
v
ersity

 o
f T

o
ro

n
to

, fin
d
s a sim

ilar 
lesson.  

ues in V
ietnam

," he noted in a list of 
problem

s the country faced. 
Y

et V
ietnam

 becam
e the focus of the 

sharpest controversy over K
ennedy's 

intentions and the basis of the strong-
est denunciations of him

. 
H

an
s J. M

o
rg

en
th

au
, an

 eld
er o

f 
A

m
erican foreign policy studies, now

 
distinguished professor at the C

ity C
ol-

leg
e o

f th
g
 C

ity
 U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f N
ew

 
Y

ork, Is categorical: 	
• 

"K
ennedy increased the num

ber of 
our 'advisers' from

 600 to 14,000. U
nder 

his adm
inistration w

e w
ould have got-

ten as deeply into V
ietnam

 as w
e did 

under Johnson's. K
ennedy m

ight have 
g
o
tten

 o
u
t earlier b

ecau
se h

e d
id

n
't 

have the psychological hangups that 
Johnson had. B

ut the essentials of the 
policy w

ere not decisively influenced 
by the assassination. T

he difference 
lies in the different personalities." 

O
T

H
E

R
S

 T
H

IN
K

 th
e p

erso
n

ality
 

d
ifferen

ces m
ig

h
t h

av
e h

ad
 a 

stronger effect. 
John P

. L
ew

is, dean of the W
oodrow

 
W

ilso
n

 S
ch

o
o

l o
f P

u
b

lic A
ffairs at 

P
rinceton, puts It this w

ay: 
"T

he difference betw
een som

e sort 
of sense of proportion in K

ennedy and 
the excessive exuberance w

ith w
hich 

Johnson approached things w
ould have 

m
ad

e a p
ercep

tib
le d

ifferen
ce in

 d
e-

gree w
hich m

ight have been quite im
-

p
o

rtan
t in

 V
ietn

am
. K

en
n

ed
y

 m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e b
een

 m
o
re restrain

ed
 an

d
, as it 

turned out this m
ight have had im

por-
tant consem

iences." 
F

ritz S
tern

, p
ro

fesso
r o

f h
isto

ry
 at  

ent for the N
ew

 Y
orker, w

rote a lauda-
to

ry
 o

b
itu

ary
 o

f K
en

n
ed

y
 fo

r w
h
ich

 
he has no apologies except in the m

at-
ter of V

ietnam
: 

"I th
in

k
 I w

en
t w

ro
n
g
, o

r larg
ely

 
w

rong, in tw
o places. I m

entioned the 
B

ay of P
igs and concluded that he had' 

learned enough from
 that experience 

never to have a sim
ilar one. B

ut then 
he escalated the w

ar in V
ietnam

 and 
unquestionably bore som

e responsibil-
ity for w

hat Johnson and N
ixon later 

did. 
"I som

etim
es think that affair w

ould 
have gone along about as it did even if 
he had lived and served a second term

; 
at o

th
er tim

es, I th
in

k
 th

at at so
m

e 
point he w

ould have seen the horror of 
it and found—

I can hardly speculate 
on the m

eans—
a w

ay of ending it w
hile 

he w
as still P

resident. B
ut I w

as plainly 
in error in saying that his education in 
such m

atters ended w
ith the B

ay of Pigs 
and in m

aking no m
ention of V

ietnam
." 

T
H

E
R

 S
P

E
C

IF
IC

 aspects of K
en-

t/ nedy's foreign policy arouse less con-
troversy. 

T
he B

ay of Pigs blunder is universally 
condem

ned. H
is handling of the C

uban 
m

issile crisis- has been applauded as a 
trium

ph but the revisionist suspicion 
that he over-reacted is gaining ground. 
"H

e did not exhaust the resources of 
diplom

acy before bringing the country 
to the brink of w

ar," A
rthur L

ink con-
tends. 

A
lm

ost nobody has a kind w
ord for 

the A
lliance for P

rogress. H
ans M

or-
genthau's 

com
m

ent 
is h

arsh
 b

u
t n

o
t 

untypical: "T
he idea that you can re- 

C
om

m
unist seizures of pow

er in W
est-

ern E
urope. 

"W
hat happened is that containm

ent 
h
ad

 b
eco

m
e an

 alm
o
st h

ab
itu

al re-
sp

o
n

se in
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t to

-
w

ard
 all co

u
n
tries. B

u
t w

h
at h

ad
 

w
orked in E

urope w
here you have ad-

vanced econom
ies, pow

erful trade un-
ions, socialist m

ovem
ents and a dem

o-
cratic tradition, clearly w

as not going 
to

 w
o
rk

 in
 th

e so
-called

 u
n
d
erd

ev
el-

o
p

ed
 co

u
n

tries- T
h

e C
u

b
an

 in
v

asio
n

 
rep

resen
ted

 in
 so

m
e sen

se an
 au

to
-

m
atic and m

indless continuation of the 
containm

ent policy. A
nd of course it 

failed. 
"In the country at large the political 

and intellectual consequences of that 
failu

re w
ere n

o
t serio

u
sly

 th
o
u
g
h
t 

th
ro

u
g

h
. T

h
e p

resu
m

p
tio

n
 is th

at if 
K

ennedy had rem
ained in office, w

ith 
h

is g
en

erally
 m

o
d

erate lib
eral slan

t, 
he w

ould have been capable of enough 
flexibility and intelligence to invoke a 
m

ajo
r reco

n
sid

eratio
n

 o
f th

is au
to

-
m

atic transposition of the containm
ent 

policy from
 a context w

here it w
orked 

to
 a co

n
tex

t w
h

ere it d
id

 n
o

t."' 
sea

 

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L
 of thought is 

_/1, in no doubt about K
ennedy's de-

term
ination to m

ove tow
ard detente. It 

in
clu

d
es L

o
u
is J. H

alle, p
ro

fesso
r at 

the G
raduate Institute'of International 

S
tu

d
ies in

 G
en

ev
a, an

d
 Z

b
ig

n
iew

 
B

rzezinski, now
 on leave as director of 

the R
esearch Institute on C

om
m

unist 
A

ffairs at C
olum

bia U
niversity. W

hat 
concerns these m

en is the m
anner in 

w
hich detente is now

 being pursued. 
T

en
 y

ears ag
o

, H
aile's fav

o
rab

le 
judgm

ent of the K
ennedy adm

inistra- 

P
O

ST
 

S
u

n
day, N

ou
.18, 1973 	

c
 s

 

ten
te p

o
licy

 is p
u
rsu

ed
. U

n
d
er K

en
-

nedy, an E
ast-W

est detente m
ean

t also 
an

 in
creasin

g
 sen

se o
f sh

ared
 id

eals, 
w

ith m
any in the C

om
m

unist countries 
looking tow

ard us for inspiration. D
e-

tente today, instead, is a conservative 
balance of pow

er arrangem
ent, devoid 

o
f an

y
 m

p
ral co

n
ten

t. A
s a 

C
O

D
Se• 

quence, som
e portions of the A

m
erican 

public are outraged and m
any of those 

living in the C
om

m
unist countries are 

d
isillu

sio
n
ed

. O
n
e can

 o
n
ly

 w
o
n
d
er 

w
hether a detente w

hich operates in a 
spiritual void can be truly enduring." 

es .a 

T
H

E
 E

F
F

E
C

T
 o

f th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 ad

. ' 
 m

in
istratio

n
 o

n
 th

e co
u
n
try

's d
o
-

m
estic p

ro
b
lem

s is also
 a m

atter o
f 

controversy. O
n civil rights, for exam

-
ple, w

hat som
e see as unnecessary tim

-
id

ity
 o

th
ers in

sist w
as essen

tial co
n
-

sensus-building. A
 view

 that w
ill 'be 

generally accepted as authoritative is 
expressed by John H

ope F
ranklin, pro-

fessor of history at the U
niversity of 

C
hicago: 
"T

h
e
 h

isto
ric

a
l k

in
d
 o

f a
c
tiv

ist 
w

ould think of K
ennedy alm

ost as an 
obstructionist; w

hatever he did w
ould 

be regarded as so m
inim

al as to be un-
im

p
o
rtan

t. B
u
t o

n
e can

n
o
t ap

p
ly

 th
e 

standards of 1973 to 1963. O
f course be -

com
prom

ised. A
nd o  h

is
 ta

n
g
ib

le
 

achievem
ents w

ere not num
erous. B

ut 
his statem

ents and his general stance 
tow

ard N
egroes w

ere all positive. S
tyle 

is very im
portant here because it can 

create an atm
osphere in w

hich things 
happen. 

'T
h
ere are o

n
ly

 th
ree P

resid
en

ts 
since the C

ivil W
ar w

ho have been im
-

p
o
rtan

t in
 th

e area o
f civ

il rig
h
ts—

T
rum

an, K
ennedy and Johnson. T

ru-
m

an broke through the thick crust of 
indifference. K

ennedy set the stage Thr 
action. Johnson supplied the action. If 
I h

ad
 to

 ran
k
 th

em
 in

 im
p
o
rtan

ce, 
K

ennedy w
ould be third." 

O
•441  

T
N

 C
O

M
M

E
N

T
IN

G
 on the assassina-

I
 H

on 10 years ago, C
arl N

. D
egler, 

p
ro

fesso
r o

f h
isto

ry
 at S

tan
fo

rd
, su

g
-

gested that A
m

ericans expected "such 
m

o
n

stro
u

s acts elsew
h

ere, b
u

t n
o

t in
 

A
m

erica, w
here goodness reigns as the 

essen
tial in

g
red

ien
t in

 th
eir d

em
o
c-

racy. E
ven now

, in the last h
alf o

f th
e 

20th C
entury, A

m
erican innocence has 

n
o

t y
et co

m
e to

 an
 en

d
." T

o
d

ay
 h

e 
finds a different m

eaning in the events 
of N

ov. 22, 1963. 
"T

he actual events that m
ake up the 

past do not, of course, change. W
hat 

to
o
k
 p

la
c
e
 in

 th
e
 p

a
st h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
, 

-w
h
eth

er h
isto

rian
s rep

o
rt it o

r n
o
t. 

B
u
t th

e 
m

eaning 
o

f th
e
 p

a
st d

o
e
s 

change; in fact, it is alw
ays changing 

for us w
ho have lived beyond it, just 

as our m
eaning w

ill no longer be ade-
q

u
ate fo

r th
o

se w
h

o
 com

e 
after u

s. 
T

here is, in short, no final m
eaning to 

history; there are only m
eanings. 



life
-tisk 'a leader w

hose hallm
ark w

as 
*
In

tellig
en

t in
terest in

 id
eas co

u
ld

 
••y

et m
o
v
e g

reat m
asses o

f p
eo

p
le 

throughout the w
orld. 

M
en of the m

ind claim
ed this fact as 

a P
recio

u
s leg

acy
 w

h
atev

er th
ey

 
thought of the policies and actions his 
in

tellig
en

ce n
u
rtu

red
. R

ev
isited

 1
0
 

y
ears later, in

tellectu
als still clin

g
 to

 
thiee e leg

acy
. B

u
t, b

ein
g
 in

tellectu
als, 

they:agree on little else. 
T

h
e co

n
trast b

etw
een

 th
e sp

irit 
(m

oie than style) and the m
easurable 

subaldnee of the K
ennedy adm

inistra-
tim

e explains m
any of the conflicting 

interpretations of it. 
O

n the w
hole, K

ennedy's defenders 
do not insist that the record he left is 
itnpressive for its achieved tangibles. 
T

h
ey

 arg
u
e th

at h
e "set th

e stag
e"—

the m
ost frequently used phrase—

for 
good things to com

e in his second term
 

w
hen he presum

ably w
ould have en-

joyed a m
ore com

pliant C
ongress. A

nd 
th

ee S
ee g

reat sto
re in

 h
is ro

le as th
e 

sy
m

b
o
l o

f A
m

erica's b
est h

o
p
e an

d
 

insteneti. 
B

it h
is d

etracto
rs are im

p
atien

t 
w

ith
 sy

m
b
o
lism

, im
p
o
n
d
erab

les an
d
 

good intentions. T
hey tend to concen-

trate on bills enacted, executive orders 
issued, specific diplom

atic m
oves un-

dertaken. A
nd they feel the dram

a to 
b
e en

acted
 o

n
 h

is stag
e settin

g
 w

as 
long overdue. 

ees 

F
O

R
 H

IS
T

O
R

IA
N

S
, 10 years is 

no 

 tim
e at all. B

u
t P

ro
f. W

illiam
 E

. 
L

euchtenburg of C
olum

bia U
niversity. 

w
hose special field is recent A

m
erican 

h
isto

ry
, fin

d
s reco

g
n
izab

le tren
d
s in

 
K

ennedy historiography. 
"F

o
r tw

o
 o

r th
ree y

ears after h
is 

death," says L
euchtenlitug, "the m

ain 
criticism

 o
f h

is ad
m

in
istratio

n
 w

as 
that it w

as inconsequential. W
as he in-

ad
eq

u
ate o

r w
as h

e in
 o

ffice fo
r to

o
 

brief a tim
e—

tw
o years and 10 m

onths' 
—

to- have m
ade a significant m

ark? 
H

ow
 does one evaluate substance as 

against style? T
here has been m

ore at-
tention to the style of K

ennedy's presi-
dency than of any other presidency. 

"T
h
ese q

u
estio

n
s rem

ain
 w

ith
 u

s, 
b
u
t th

ere h
as b

een
 a sh

arp
 ch

an
g
e. 

N
o

w
 th

e critics are say
in

g
 it w

as an
 

im
p
o
rtan

t ad
m

in
istratio

n
 b

u
t it w

as 
m

alevolent. 
"A

 good deal of the revisionist criti-
que of K

ennedy rests on a revisionist 
approach to the E

isenhow
er adm

inis-
tration. M

ost historians thought of the 
E

isenhow
er period as a tim

e of torpor 
w

h
en

 critical q
u
estio

n
s w

ere n
o
t at-

tended to. B
ut m

uch of the recent w
rit• 

ing sees E
isenhow

er as a m
an of peace 

w
ho kept us out o

f V
ietn

am
 an

d
 h

ad
 a 

m
odest view

 of the presidency and the 
national state. W

ith the form
er assess-

m
ent tie E

isenhow
er as a yardstick, the 

K
en

n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istratio
n

 lo
o

k
s g

o
ad

. 
B

ut using the latter assessm
ent, K

en-
nedy can be' m

ade to look evil." 
esso 

T
E

N
 Y

E
A

R
S

 A
G

O
, so duteous and 

resp
ected

 an
 h

isto
rian

 as A
rth

u
r 

S
. L

ink, professor of history at P
rince-

ton-U
niversity, recipient of the B

an- of his judgm
ent: 

"P
eople like m

yself w
ho have com

e 
o
u
t o

f th
e trad

itio
n
al A

m
erican

 left 
have alw

ays underestim
ated the im

por-
tance of character in the selection of a 
P

resident. 
"T

en years ago, I pointed out w
hat I 

th
in

k
 w

as ab
so

lu
tely

 tru
e, th

at K
en

-
nedy did not have m

uch of a liberal rec-
o
rd

, th
at h

e h
ad

n
't m

ad
e an

y
 claim

s 
to being a great liberal. 

"I said that in- order- to counteract 
som

e of the excessive encom
ium

s for 
him

, but I think now
 it w

asyeally be-
side the point. W

hat m
attered in term

s 
of public response w

as not a particular 
p
iece o

f leg
islatio

n
 o

r ev
en

 th
e fact 

th
a
t h

e
 sig

n
e
d
 th

e
 a

to
m

 te
st b

a
n
 

treaty
. W

h
at m

attered
 

w
as 

people's 
sense that there w

as a m
an in the pres-

id
en

cy
 w

h
o
 rep

resen
ted

 so
m

eth
in

g
 

fresh
, an

 effo
rt to

 g
et aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e 
dism

alness of R
epublican adm

inistra-
tio

n
s an

d
 in

 a w
ay

 I th
in

k
 n

o
w

 th
at 

this popular response had m
ore legiti-

m
acy and pereeption than m

y sort of 
form

alistic criticism
, accurate though 

it w
as at th

at tim
e." 
ssee 

L
O

O
K

IN
G

 B
A

C
K

, L
ew

is S
. F

euer, 
 professor of sociology at the U

ni-
v
ersity

 o
f T

o
ro

n
to

, fin
d
s a sim

ilar 
lesson.  

"A
m

erica's loss of seleconfiderice be- distinguished professor at the C
ity C

ol-
leg

e o
f th

e C
ity

 U
n
iv

ersity
 o

f N
ew

 
Y

ork, is categorical: 
"K

ennedy increased the num
ber of 

our 'advisers' from
 600 to 14,000. U

nder 
his adm

inistration w
e w

ould have got-
ten as deeply into V

ietnam
 as w

e did 
under Johnspn's. K

ennedy m
ight have 

g
o
tten

 o
u
t earlier b

eC
au

se h
e d

id
n
't 

have the psychological hangups that 
Johnson had. B

ut the essentials of the 
policy w

ere not decisively influenced 
b

y
 th

e assassin
atio

n
. T

h
e d

ifferen
ce 

lies in the different personalities." 

o+
9 

em
T

H
E

R
S

 T
H

IN
K

 th
e p

erso
n

ality
 

U
P

 d
ifferen

ces m
ig

h
t h

av
e h

ad
 a 

stronger effect. 
John P

. L
ew

is, dean of the W
oodrow

 
W

ilso
n
 S

ch
o
o
l o

f P
u
b
lic A

ffairs et 
P

rinceton, puts it this w
ay: 

"T
he difference betw

een som
e sort 

of sense of proportion in K
ennedy and 

the excessive exuberance w
ith w

hich 
Johnson approached things w

ould have 
m

ad
e a p

ercep
tib

le d
ifferen

ce in
 d

e-
gree w

hich m
ight have been quite im

-
portant in V

ietnam
. K

ennedy • m
ight 

h
av

e b
een

 m
o
re restrain

ed
 an

d
, as it 

turned out, this m
ight -have had im

por-
tant consequences." 

F
ritz S

tern
, p

ro
fesso

r o
f h

isto
ry

 at 

C
olum

bia U
niversity, expresses it an- 

e
th

e
r
 w

a
y
: 

never w
 
n

a
v
e
 a

 
W

.1
1
1
1
1
1
. 	

-
-
 

he escalated the w
ar in V

ietnam
 and 

unquestionably bore som
e responsibil-

ity for w
hat Johnson and N

ixon later 
did. 

"I som
etim

es think that affair w
ould 

have gone along about as it did even if 
he had lived and served a second term

; 
at o

th
er tim

es, I th
in

k
 th

at at so
m

e 
point be w

ould have seen the horror of 
it and found—

I can hardly speculate 
on the m

eans—
a w

ay of ending it w
hile 

he w
as still P

resident. B
ut I w

as plainly 
in error in saying that his education in 
such -m

atters ended w
ith the B

ay of Pigs 
and in m

aking no m
ention of V

ietnam
." 

dell 

O
T

H
E

R
 S

P
E

C
IF

IC
 asp

ects o
f K

en
-

t! nedy's foreign policy arouse less con-
troversy. 

T
he B

ay of Pigs blunder is universally 
condem

ned. H
is handling of th

e C
u
b
an

 
m

issile crisis• has been applauded as a 
trium

ph but the revisionist suspicion 
that he over-reacted is gaining ground. 
"H

e did not exhaust the resources of 
diplom

acy before bringing the country 
to the brink of w

ar," A
rthur L

ink con-
tends. 

A
lm

ost nobody has a kind w
ord for 

the A
lliance for P

rogress. H
ans M

or-
g
en

tb
au

's co
m

m
en

t is h
arsh

 b
u
t n

o
t 

untypical: "T
he idea that you can re- 

crate tradition, clearly w
as not going 

to
 w

o
rk

 in
 th

e so
-called

 u
n
d
erd

ev
el-

o
p
ed

 co
u
n
tries. T

h
e C

u
b
an

 In
v
asio

n
 

rep
resen

ted
 in

 so
m

e sen
se an

 au
to

-
m

atic and m
indless continuation of the 

containm
ent policy. A

nd of course it 
failed. 

"In the country at L
arge the political 

and intellectual consequences of that 
failu

re w
ere n

o
t serio

u
sly

 th
o
u
g
h
t 

th
ro

u
g
h
. T

h
e p

resu
m

p
tio

n
 is th

at if 
K

ennedy had rem
ained in office, w

ith 
h
is g

en
erally

 m
o
d
erate lib

eral slan
t, 

he w
ould have been capable of enough 

flexibility and intelligence to invoke a 
m

ajo
r reco

n
sid

eratio
n
 o

f th
is au

to
-

m
atic transposition of the containm

ent 
policy from

 a context w
here it w

orked 
to

 a co
n

tex
t w

h
ere it d

id
 n

o
t"' 

D
ee 

A
 N

O
T

H
E

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L
 of thought is 

in no doubt about K
ennedy's de-

term
ination to m

ove tow
ard detente. It 

in
clu

d
es L

o
u
is J. H

alle, p
ro

fesso
r at 

the G
raduate Institute`of International 

S
tu

d
ies in

 G
en

ev
a, an

d
 Z

b
ig

n
iew

 
B

rzezinski, now
 on leave as director of 

the R
esearch Institute on C

om
m

unist 
A

ffairs at C
olum

bia U
niversity. W

hat 
concerns these m

en is the m
anner in 

w
hich detente is now

 being pursued. 
T

en
 y

ears ag
o
, H

alle's fav
o
rab

le 
judgm

ent of the K
ennedy adm

inistra- 

rie
tte

 B
e
rn

ie
r o

r m
e
 

is..ella
eu

y
 a

u
• 

j_
 m

in
istratio

n
 o

n
 th

e co
u
n
try

's d
o
-

m
estic p

ro
b
lem

s is also
 a m

atter o
f 

controversy. O
n civil rights, for exam

-
ple, w

hat som
e see as unnecessary tim

-
id

ity
 o

th
ers in

sist w
as essen

tial co
n
. 

sensus-building. A
 view

 that w
ill be 

generally accepted as authoritative is 
expressed by John H

ope F
ranklin, pro-

fessor of history at the U
niversity of 

C
hicago: 
"T

h
e
 h

isto
ric

a
l k

in
d
 o

f a
c
tiv

ist 
w

ould think of K
ennedy alm

ost a
s an 

obstructionist; w
hatever he did w

ould 
be regarded as so m

inim
al as to be un-

im
p
o
rtan

t. B
u
t o

n
e can

n
o
t ap

p
ly

 th
e 

standards of 1973 to 1963. O
f course he 

co
m

p
ro

m
ised

. A
n

d
, h

is tan
g

ib
le 

achievem
ents w

ere not num
erous. B

ut 
his statem

ents and his general stance 
tow

ard N
egroes w

ere all positive. S
tyle 

is very im
portant here because it can 

create an atm
osphere in w

hich things 
happen. 

"T
h
ere are o

n
ly

 th
ree P

resid
en

ts 
since the C

ivil W
ar w

ho have been im
-

p
o

rtan
t in

 th
e area o

f civ
il rig

h
ts—

T
rum

an, K
ennedy and Johnson. T

ru-
m

an broke through the thick crust of 
indifference. K

ennedy set the stage for 
action. Johnson supplied the action. If 
I b

ad
 to

 ran
k
 th

em
 in

 im
p
o
rtan

ce, 
K

ennedy w
ould be third." 

<see 

I
N

 C
O

M
M

E
N

T
IN

G
 on the assassina-

tion 10 years ago, C
arl N

. D
egler, 

professor of -history at S
tanford, sug-

gested that A
m

ericans expected "such 
m

onstrous acts elsew
here, but not in 

A
m

erica, w
here goodness reigns as the 

essen
tial in

g
red

ien
t in

 th
eir d

em
o

c-
racy. E

ven now
, in the 1ast half o

f th
e 

20th C
entury, A

m
erican innocence has 

n
o
t y

et co
m

e to
 an

 en
d
." T

o
d
ay

 h
e 

finds a different m
eaning in the events 

of N
ov. 22, 1963. 

"T
he actual events that m

ake up the 
past do not, of course, change. W

hat 
to

o
k
 p

la
c
e
 in

 th
e
 p

a
st h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
, 

w
h
eth

er h
isto

rian
s rep

o
rt it o

r n
o
t. 

B
u

t th
e 

m
eaning 

o
f th

e
 p

a
st d

o
e
s 

change; in fact, it is alw
ays changing 

for us w
ho have lived beyond it, just 

as our m
eaning w

ill no longer be ade-
q
u
ate fo

r th
ese w

h
o
 co

m
e after u

s. 
T

here is, in short, no final m
eaning to 

history; there are only m
eanings. 

"T
hus the m

eaning of K
ennedy's as-

sassination that one perceived in 1963 
is tru

e en
o

u
g

h
 in

 1
9

7
3

, b
u

t to
d

ay
 it 

also has another m
eaning, one shaped 

an
d
 in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 su

b
seq

u
en

t ev
en

ts. 
F

or if, in 1963, in the light of previous 
assassinations of P

residents, the Idle 
in

g
 o

f Jo
h

n
 F

itz
g

e
ra

ld
 K

e
n

n
e
d

y
 

seem
ed a new

 sign of A
m

ericans' deep 
belief in their innocence, today, after 
tw

o m
ore assassinations, the V

ietnam
 

w
ar, th

e w
ith

d
raw

al o
f Jo

h
n

so
n

 an
d

 
the em

asculation of N
ixon, there is an-

o
th

er m
ean

in
g
 th

at attach
es to

 th
e 

events of N
ov. 22, 1963. T

hat date now
 

m
arks 

th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f A
m

erica's 
T

im
e of T

roubles —
 a period not un-

com
m

on in the history of other peo-
ples, but w

ithout analogy ire the now
 

alm
ost 200-year history of A

m
ericans. 

"A
ll o

f th
e ev

en
ts th

at m
ak

e th
ese 

last 1
0

 y
ears tro

u
b

lo
u

s are n
o

t as 

W
hits H

ow
c, O

H
 1, 59133-14 nonsl A

rabi yea ,h010 

L
atin

 
backw

ard econom
ies through the tion w

as based, to a large degree, on its 
instrum

entality of governm
ents that have developm

ent of relations w
ith the S

o- 
_ 



, fA
IT

U
t S

U
T

E
S

 

5
1
1

.44* 
W

hile H
ouse. 051. 1. 1983—

H
asional A

rchives photo 

€111.0 

T
E

N
 Y

E
A

R
S

 A
G

O
, so

 cau
tio

u
s an

d
 

resp
ected

 an
 h

isto
rian

 as A
rth

u
r 

S
. L

in
k
, p

ro
fesso

r o
f h

isto
ry

 at P
rin

ce-
to

n
- U

n
iv

ersity
, recip

ien
t o

f th
e B

an
-

cro
ft'p

rize fo
r b

io
g

rap
h

y
, ed

ito
r o

f th
e 

W
oodrow

 W
ilson papers and the coun-

try's leading W
ilson scholar, com

pared 
K

en
n

ed
y

 w
ith

 W
ilso

n
 as w

ell as w
ith

 
the tw

o R
oosevelts. 

"It is to
o
 early

 to
 try

 to
 fix

 lies p
lace 

am
o
n
g
 th

e P
resid

en
ts, b

u
t," L

in
k
 v

en
-

tu
red

, "I am
 in

clin
ed

 to
 b

eliev
e th

at 
h
isto

ria
n
s w

ill ra
n
k
 h

im
 a

s a
 g

re
a
t 

P
resid

en
t." 

. 

	

	
T

en
 y

ears later, v
ery

 few
 h

isto
rian

s, 
n
o
t ev

en
aL

in
k
, are read

y
 to

 p
u
th

im
 in

 
th

is ran
k
. L

in
k
 ex

p
resses can

d
id

ly
 a 

ch
an

g
e th

at so
m

e o
th

ers feel: 
"M

y
 reactio

n
s to

 w
h
at I w

ro
te 1

0
-

years ago are divided and am
biguous. I 

w
ro

te u
n
d
er th

e trau
m

a o
f th

e assassi-
n
atio

n
 an

d
 u

n
d
er th

e sp
ell o

f K
en

n
e-

d
y
's g

reat p
erso

n
al ch

arm
 an

d
 m

ag
n
et-

ism
, an

d
 b

o
th

 th
ese facts h

ad
 th

eir ef-
fect at th

e tim
e. I d

id
 n

o
t o

v
errate h

im
 

o
n

 th
ese q

u
alities, b

u
t I sh

o
u

ld
 say

 I 
so

m
ew

h
at o

v
errated

 h
is v

isio
n

 an
d

 h
is 

ab
ilities. A

s w
e lo

o
k
 b

ack
 o

n
 1

9
6
1
-6

3
, 

w
h

at seem
ed

 lik
e g

reat ev
en

ts an
d

 fo
r-

w
ard

 m
o
v
em

en
t d

o
n
't seem

 so
 g

reat 
an

d
 so

 fo
rw

ard
 n

o
w

." , 
c+.9 

AL  N
D

 A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 B

ancroft prize w
in-

!V
iler, C

. V
an

n
 W

o
o

d
w

ard
, p

ro
fesso

r 
o
f h

isto
ry

 at Y
ale, w

o
u

ld
 lik

e to
 w

ait 
1

0
0

 y
ears fo

r a p
ro

p
er ev

alu
atio

n
 o

f 
K

en
n

ed
y

, b
u

t in
 th

e m
ean

tim
e h

e is 
also assailed by doubts: 

"T
h

e m
o

re I th
in

k
 o

f th
e reco

rd
 h

e 
left, th

e co
o

ler I b
eco

m
e to

w
ard

 th
e 

en
th

u
siasm

 an
d

 ap
p

ro
v

al th
at ex

isted
 

at th
e tim

e o
f h

is ad
m

in
istratio

n
. 

"M
u

ch
 o

f th
e rep

u
tatio

n
 h

e earn
ed

 
w

as b
ased

 o
n

 th
e p

ro
m

ises h
e m

ad
e, 

th
e ex

p
ectatio

n
s h

e aro
u

sed
 an

d
 th

e 
sen

se o
f trag

ed
y
 th

at h
e d

id
n
't liv

e to
 

fu
lfill th

em
. B

u
t h

is statu
re w

as b
ased

 
m

o
t o

n
• w

h
at h

e d
id

 b
u

t o
n

 w
h

at w
as 

an
ticip

ated
 o

f h
im

. T
h
ese ex

p
ectatio

n
s 

w
ere n

o
t realized

. O
f th

e th
in

g
s h

e d
id

 
'd

o
, th

e fu
rth

er w
e g

et fro
m

 th
em

 th
e 

"A
m

erica's loss of self-confidence be-
g
an

 w
ith

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's d

eath
," 

sa
y
s F

e
u
e
r. "H

e
 e

m
p
h
a
siz

e
d
 c

iv
il 

d
u
ties as w

ell as civ
il rig

h
ts. T

h
e tro

u
-

b
les o

n
 th

e cam
p

u
ses w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 

lim
ited

 if h
e h

ad
 liv

ed
; h

e w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
h
av

e allo
w

ed
 th

e u
n
iv

ersities to
 b

e-
C

o
m

e areas o
f u

n
b
rid

led
 g

en
eratio

n
al 

rev
o

lt. T
h

e D
em

o
cratic P

arty
 w

o
u

ld
 

n
o

t h
av

e b
eco

m
e th

e in
stru

m
en

tality
 

of a corps of 'alienated Intellectuals,' 
"W

ith
 th

e lo
ss o

f th
e co

n
cep

t o
f civ

il 
d

u
ties sin

ce h
is d

eath
, th

e co
u

n
try

 h
as 

v
e
e
re

d
 to

 d
e
m

a
g

o
g

y
. F

ro
m

 le
ft to

 
rig

h
t, fro

m
 W

eath
erm

en
 to

 W
aterg

ate. 
m

en
, th

e n
o
tio

n
 h

as sp
read

 th
at th

e 
en

d
 ju

stifies any m
eans." 

A
n

d
 C

h
arles F

ran
k

el, p
ro

fesso
r o

f 
p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 an
d

 p
u

b
lic affairs at C

o
-

lum
bia U

niversity: 
"T

h
e ran

d
o
m

n
ess o

f th
e assassin

s-
io

n
 d

iso
rie

n
te

d
 o

u
r w

h
o

le
 c

u
ltu

re
. 

Y
o

u
n

g
 p

eo
p

le, in
 p

articu
lar, w

an
t an

d
 

n
eed

 sy
stem

 in
 th

eir liv
es. K

en
n

ed
y

 
su

cceed
ed

 to
 a d

eg
ree in

 su
p
p
ly

in
g
 it 

b
y
 ev

o
k
in

g
 th

e 'civ
ic sen

se' o
f th

e an
-

cien
t G

reek
s. T

h
at sen

se b
ecam

e d
i-

lu
ted

 w
ith

 h
is d

eath
." 

O
*3 

H
A

N
N

A
H

 A
R

E
N

D
T

 a
lso

 se
e
s th

e
 

1
t d

ecad
e sin

ce th
e assassin

atio
n
 as 

d
o
w

n
h
ill, a p

ro
cess o

f "su
b
terran

ean
 

d
em

o
ralizatio

n
." B

u
t sh

e is co
n

v
in

ced
 

th
at th

e act w
as n

o
t ran

d
o
m

, th
at it 

h
as y

et to
 b

e fu
lly

 ex
p
lain

ed
, an

d
 th

at 
failu

re to
 d

o
 so

 is a co
n
trib

u
tin

g
 facto

r 
in

 o
u
r p

resen
t co

n
d
itio

n
. 

T
h
e
 issu

e
 o

f C
u
rre

n
t m

a
g
a
z
in

e
 

w
h
ich

 I ed
ited

 im
m

ed
iately

 after th
e 

assassin
atio

n
 co

n
tain

ed
 co

m
m

en
ts o

n
 

K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 h

is p
resid

en
cy

 fro
m

 4
6
 

in
tellectu

als. O
n

ly
 o

n
e co

n
trib

u
to

r, th
e 

y
o
u
n
g
est, S

an
fo

rd
 A

. L
ak

o
ff, th

en
 as-

sista
n

t p
ro

fe
sso

r o
f g

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t a
t 

H
arv

ard
, m

en
tio

n
ed

 V
ietn

am
. A

n
d
 it 

w
as a m

ere m
en

tio
n

. "T
h

e w
ar co

n
tin

- 

C
o
lu

m
b
ia U

n
iv

ersity
; ex

p
resses it an

-
other w

ay: 
"K

en
n

ed
y

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t h
av

e p
u

rsu
ed

 a 
w

ar th
at w

o
u

ld
 d

eep
ly

 d
iv

id
e th

e n
a-

tio
n

 an
d

 th
e n

atio
n

 fro
m

 its allies. H
e 

h
ad

 a d
eep

er sen
se o

f h
isto

ry
 th

an
 h

is 
su

ccesso
rs an

d
 at a certain

 p
o

in
t h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e w

eig
h

ed
 th

e facto
rs an

d
 

d
ecid

ed
 th

at th
e lo

ss o
f u

n
ity

 w
as a 

m
o

re serio
u

s m
atter th

an
 an

 u
n

satis-
factory solution in V

ietnam
." 

c+, 
N

 A
N

A
L

Y
S

IS
 w

ith
 M

arx
ist o

v
er-

fill. tones of K
ennedy's V

ietnam
 policy 

co
m

es fro
m

 B
arto

n
 J. B

ern
stein

, asso
-

ciate p
ro

fesso
r o

f h
isto

ry
 at S

tan
fo

rd
 

and one of the younger revisionists: 
"T

h
ere is n

o
' d

irect ev
id

en
ce th

at 
K

en
n
ed

y
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e co

n
tin

u
ed

 
escalating 

in 
V

ietn
am

. H
e h

ad
 really

 
initiated A

m
erican arm

ed involvem
ent, 

fo
r E

isen
h
o
w

er's to
k
en

 fo
rce w

ere re-
ally

 ad
v
isers, an

d
 K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as n
o
t 

p
re

p
a
re

d
 to

 b
a
c
k

 o
u

t o
r to

 w
a
tc

h
 

S
outh V

ietnam
 go C

om
m

unist. 
"It w

as n
o
t sim

p
ly

 th
at h

e h
ad

 so
m

e 
fears o

f a d
o

m
estic b

ack
lash

 b
u

t p
ri-

m
arily

 th
at h

e reg
ard

ed
 S

o
u
th

 V
iet-

n
am

 as im
p

o
rtan

t o
r essen

tial to
 th

e 
In

tern
atio

n
al cap

italist sy
stem

. • 	
• 

"L
ik

e o
th

ers th
en

, h
e d

id
 b

eliev
e in

 
th

e
 'd

o
m

in
o
' th

e
o
ry

 in
 its v

a
rio

u
s 

fo
rm

s: o
n
e fallen

 state m
ig

h
t, th

ro
u
g
h
 

tain
t, p

ro
x

im
ity

, en
co

u
rag

em
en

t o
f 

su
b
v
ersio

n
 o

r rev
o
lu

tio
n
, o

r b
y
 its re-

m
o

v
al fro

m
 th

e larg
er cap

italist sy
s-

te
m

, le
a
d
 to

 re
v
o
lu

tio
n
s a

n
d
 o

v
e
r-

th
ro

w
s e

lse
w

h
e
re

 a
n
d
 th

e
 fu

rth
e
r 

w
eakening of the system

. B
y this anal-

y
sis, co

m
m

u
n

ism
 h

ad
 to

 b
e sto

p
p

ed
, 

th
e statu

s q
u
o
 m

ain
tain

ed
, an

d
 w

ars o
f 

n
a
tio

n
a
l lib

e
ra

tio
n
 th

w
a
rte

d
 o

r d
e
-

feated
. V

ietn
am

 w
as a test case."' 

eae 

rriE
N

 Y
E

A
R

S
 A

G
O

, R
ic

h
a
rd

 H
. 

R
o
v

ere, W
ash

in
g
to

n
 co

rresp
o

n
d
- 

form
 backw

ard econom
ies through the 

instrum
entality of governm

ents that have 
a v

ital in
terest in

 th
e statu

s q
u

o
 is o

f 
course infantile." 

G
eo 

T
H

E
 B

A
N

 O
N

 n
u

clear testin
g

 in
 th

e 
atm

o
sp

h
ere w

as an
d
 co

n
tin

u
es to

 
b

e p
erh

ap
s th

e m
o

st w
id

ely
 h

ailed
 sin

-
gle achievem

ent of the K
ennedy adm

in-
istratio

n
. B

u
t th

ere are also
 reserv

a-
tio

n
s. D

av
id

 R
iesm

an
, p

ro
fesso

r in
 th

e 
d
ep

artm
en

t o
f so

cial relatio
n
s at H

ar-
v
ard

, th
in

k
s th

at th
e b

an
 is resp

o
n
sib

le 
fo

r w
ip

in
g
 o

u
t p

eo
p
le's co

n
cern

 ab
o
u
t 

nuclear arm
s buildups. T

he proliferation 
o

f n
u
clear w

eap
o
n
s is still th

e g
rav

est 
d

an
g

er facin
g

 th
e h

u
m

an
 race, h

e b
e-

lieves, but there is now
 very little public 

pressure to stop it. A
nd I. F

. S
tone points 

o
u

t th
at th

e lim
ited

 b
an

 w
as (fo

llo
w

ed
 

by intensified underground testing and 
acceleratio

n
 o

f th
e n

u
clear arm

s 
race. 

C.4.9 

A
M

O
N

G
 IN

T
E

L
L

E
C

T
U

A
L

S
, alm

ost 
 w

ithout exception, detente w
ith the 

C
om

m
unist w

orld is regarded as highly 
desirable. M

any credit K
ennedy w

ith a 
g

ro
w

in
g

 in
terest in

 d
eten

te an
d

 fin
d

 
ev

id
en

ce fo
r th

is in
 h

is A
m

erican
 U

n
i-

versity speech on June 11, 1963, w
hich 

W
as g

en
erally

 in
terp

reted
 as th

e b
eg

in
. 

ning rif a cautious reappraisal of S
oviet-

U
.S

. relations. 

Irv
in

g
 H

o
w

e, fo
r o

n
e, th

in
k

s K
en

-
n
ed

y
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e p

erp
etu

ated
 th

e 
C

o
ld

 W
ar: 

"B
ecause K

ennedy w
as open to ideas, 

I think it is reasonable to speculate that 
he w

ould have learned from
 the B

ay of 
P

ig
s ex

p
erien

ce. H
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e seen
 

som
ething like this—

that containm
ent, 

th
e essen

tial A
m

erican
 fo

reig
n

 p
o

licy
 

after the second W
orld W

ar, w
as by and 

larg
e n

ecessary
 an

d
 b

y
 an

d
 larg

e h
ad

 
served its purpose, w

hich w
as to prevent  

tion w
as based, to a large degree, on its 

d
ev

elo
p
m

en
t o

f relatio
n
s w

ith
 th

e S
o
-

v
iet U

n
io

n
 in

 th
e co

n
tex

t o
f th

e C
o
ld

 
W

ar. 
"T

en
 y

ears later," Th
e w

rites, "o
n

e 
m

ay
 n

o
te th

e p
arallel b

etw
een

 K
en

n
e-

dy's achievem
ent in establishing an un-

d
erstan

d
in

g
 w

ith
 R

u
ssia an

d
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ix
o

n
's in

 o
p

en
in

g
 th

e w
ay

 to
 an

 u
n

-
d

erstan
d

in
g

 w
ith

 C
h

in
a. H

av
in

g
 n

o
ted

 
it, h

o
w

ev
er, all th

at rem
ain

s is co
n
-

trast. 
"T

h
e sy

m
b

o
lic fu

n
ctio

n
 o

f th
e p

resi-
d
en

tial o
ffice is n

o
t less im

p
o
rtan

t, in
 

th
e 1

p
n

g
 ru

n
, th

an
 its ex

ecu
tiv

e fu
n

c-
tio

n
. T

h
e p

u
b
lic fig

u
re w

h
o
 fills it is 

req
u
ired

 to
 rep

resen
t o

u
r A

m
erican

 so
-

ciety
 in

 th
e d

ig
n
ity

 o
f its h

isto
ric trad

i-
tio

n
 an

d
 th

e n
o
b
ility

 o
f its asp

iratio
n
. 

W
hen this function of leadership is ful-

filled
, th

e so
ciety

, feelin
g

 itself to
 h

e 
w

h
at its lead

er rep
resen

ts, ten
d
s to

 
rise to that leveL

 
"U

n
d

er P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

 it still 
fe

lt its o
w

n
 sta

tu
re

. B
u
t P

re
sid

e
n
t 

N
ixon has, froin the beginning, show

n 
h
im

self b
lin

d
 to

 th
e d

ig
n
ity

 o
f h

is o
f-

fice, an
d

 in
 h

is sy
m

b
o

lic cap
acity

 h
e 

h
as co

m
e, at last, to

 rep
resen

t so
m

e-
th

in
g

 lik
e th

e F
all o

f M
an

. It is as if h
e 

h
ad

 ro
b

b
ed

 o
u

r so
ciety

 o
f th

e v
irtu

e 
K

ennedy sym
bolized, thereby depriving 

it o
f m

o
ral au

th
o
rity

, n
o
t o

n
ly

 In
 th

e 
eyes of the w

orld but, w
hat Is m

ore im
-

p
o
rtan

t, in
 its o

w
n
 ey

es. T
o
d
ay

 o
n
e 

lo
o

k
s b

ack
 w

ith
 n

o
stalg

ia to
 a 

P
resi-

d
en

t w
h
o
, d

esp
ite h

is early
 b

lu
n
d
er at 

th
e B

ay
 o

f P
ig

s, d
id

 n
o
t fail to

 u
p
h
o
ld

 
o
u
r h

o
n
o
rab

le ch
aracter as a n

atio
n
." 

A
nd B

rzezinski: 
"I said

 1
0
 y

ears ag
o
 th

at K
en

n
ed

y
's 

d
e
a
th

 is a
 g

re
a
t lo

ss to
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates fro

m
 an

 in
tern

atio
n
al p

o
in

t o
f 

v
ie

w
 b

e
m

u
se

 K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 w

a
s a

 tru
e
 

g
lo

b
al lead

er, w
h

o
 in

 m
an

y
 w

ay
s p

er-
sonalized the hopes and the aspirations 
o
f th

e y
o
u
n
g
er g

en
eratio

n
. 

"H
is ab

sen
ce is w

ell d
em

o
n
strated

 
b
y
 th

e w
ay

 in
 w

h
ich

 th
e p

resen
t d

e- 

m
a
rk

s th
e
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 o
f A

m
e
ric

a
's 

T
im

e o
f T

ro
u

b
les —

 a p
erio

d
 n

o
t u

n
-

co
m

m
o

n
 in

 th
e h

isto
ry

 o
f o

th
er p

eo
-

p
les, b

u
t w

ith
o

u
t an

alo
g

y
 in

• th
e n

o
w

 
alm

ost 200-year history of A
m

ericans. 
"A

ll o
f th

e ev
en

ts th
at m

ak
e th

ese 
la

st 1
0

 y
e
a
rs tro

u
b

lo
u

s a
re

 n
o

t a
s 

n
eatly

 co
n
n
ected

 as th
e elem

en
ts in

 
th

e sto
ry

 o
f th

e H
o
u
se th

at Jack
 B

u
ilt, 

b
u
t th

e an
alo

g
y
 is still ap

t. W
h
en

 Jo
h
n
 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y

 d
ied

 in
 D

allas th
e b

eg
in

-
n

in
g

s o
f th

e V
ietn

am
 w

ar h
ad

 alread
y

 
b
een

 laid
: U

n
ited

 S
tates tro

o
p
s w

ere 
th

ere an
d
 th

e p
rin

cip
le o

f h
o
ld

in
g
 th

e 
line in A

sia had been enunciated. T
hat 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
 w

as carried
 to

 its lo
g
ical, if 

not its intended, conclusion by L
yndon 

Jo
h
n
so

n
, w

h
o
se w

ith
d
raw

al fro
m

 p
u
b
-

lic life w
as h

is p
erso

n
al co

sts th
e en

d
 

o
f Isis d

o
m

estic v
isio

n
 an

d
 p

ro
g

ram
 

w
as the nation's. 
"It w

as th
e w

ar, to
o

, th
at b

ro
u

g
h

t 
R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
 h

is m
o
st v

eh
em

en
t o

p
-

p
o
sitio

n
 as h

e so
u
g
h
t to

 en
d
 th

e w
ar 

w
ith

o
u
t seem

in
g
 to

 lo
se it. F

u
rth

er, it 
w

as out of N
ixon's need for vindication 

o
f h

is co
u

rse in
 reg

ard
 to

 th
e w

ar th
at 

cam
e th

e m
assiv

e effo
rt at re-electio

n
, 

o
f w

h
ich

 W
aterg

ate an
d
 its 'h

o
rro

rs' 
w

as th
e co

st to
 h

im
 an

d
 to

 th
e n

atio
n
." 

are 

T
it

A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 of a consensus 
K

en
n
ed

y
's p

lace in
 h

isto
ry

 
seem

s rem
o

te. 
T

o
 H

en
ry

 F
.-G

raff, p
ro

fesso
r o

f h
is-

to
ry

 at C
o

lu
m

b
ia, K

en
n

ed
y

's im
p

act -
n

o
t a

s a
 P

re
sid

e
n

t, b
u

t a
s th

e
 id

e
a
l 

A
m

erican
 —

 w
ill b

e stro
n

g
. "H

is is a 
m

ajo
r tran

sitio
n
al fig

u
re," says G

raff. 
"W

ashington w
as our first ideal A

m
eri-

can
. N

o
t u

n
til L

in
co

ln
 w

as th
e d

em
o
-

cratic im
ag

e u
p
d
ated

. N
o
w

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

em
erg

es as th
e n

ew
 id

eal A
m

erican
. 

A
m

erica lik
es h

is sty
le. H

e h
as leg

iti-
m

atized
 m

an
y

 h
ith

erto
 u

n
seen

 asp
ects 

o
f o

u
r so

ciety
. W

e w
ill see th

is leg
acy

 
m

ore clearly in another generation." 
1
. F

. S
to

n
e rem

ain
s u

n
im

p
ressed

. 
`T

en years ago I correctly character-
ized

 K
en

n
ed

y
 as a co

n
serv

ativ
e in

 th
e 

good sense w
ho m

oved ever so slightly 
in the right direction. B

ut by now
 he is 

sim
ply an optical illusion." 
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o
l
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e
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l
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s
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O
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v
lrsm

ia 1:94.t,9 	
10, 1983--401,11. F. F

.A
...d

7
 L

T
hrg rr sh

o
ts 

C
 4 	

sunder, M
o.. it 1973 

T
H

E
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

S
T

 

A
 V

iew
 

F
rom

 th
e L

eft 
A

 V
iew

 
F

rom
 th

e R
igh

t 
- 	

L
E

F
T

, F
ro

n
t P

a
g
e
 C

l 

T
h
e claim

 I m
ak

e 
for 

h
is h

isto
ric 

sig
n

ific
a
n

c
e
 is b

o
th

 re
stra

in
e
d

 a
n

d
 

m
ajor. W

ithin the lim
its of the possible, 

as defined by his ow
n pragm

atic liberal-
; ism

 an
d
 th

e reactio
n
ary

 co
n
g
ressio

n
al 

p
o
w

er array
ed

 ag
ain

st it, 
h

e developed 
to a surprising degree. H

ow
 far he w

ould 
have gone, w

e w
ill never know

, (R
obert

.  

K
ennedy, w

ho survived his heather by a 
little less than five years, spent them

 in 
m

aking the m
ost extraordinary pilgrim

. 
age a practicing politician has ever trov-
e/ed

. W
h
at if Jo

h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 h

ad
 

those years too?) 
Jo

h
n

 F
. K

e
n

n
e
d

y
, in

 sh
o

rt, m
u

st 
lie ju

d
g
ed

 n
o
t as a sh

in
in

g
 k

n
ig

h
t n

o
r 

as a failed
 h

ero
 b

u
t as a m

an
 o

f h
is 

tim
e
 a

n
d

 p
la

c
e
, H

e
 d

id
 n

o
t, b

y
 m

y
 

'stan
d

ard
s, m

o
v

e n
early

 far en
o

u
g

h
 in 

c
o

n
fro

n
tin

g
 th

e
 'p

ro
b

le
m

s o
f th

is 
so

ciety
; b

u
t h

e d
id

 g
o
 so

 m
u
ch

 farth
er 

T
h

an
 o

n
e co

u
ld

 h
av

e ex
p

ected
. 

H
e
 w

a
s n

o
t, o

f c
o

u
rse

, a
 ra

d
ic

a
l 

an
d
 it is silly

 to
 accu

se h
im

, as so
m

e 
o
f h

is d
isillu

sio
n
ed

 fo
llo

w
ers h

av
e,,o

f 
n

o
t h

a
v

in
g

 c
a
rrie

d
 o

u
t b

a
sic

 tra
n

s-
fo

rm
atio

n
s o

f th
e sy

stem
, T

h
at w

as 
fiev

er h
is in

ten
tio

n
 an

d
 h

ad
 it b

een
 

the people w
ould not have elected him

 
'P

resid
en

t, 

B
e
g
a
n
 W

ith
 a

 D
isa

ste
r 

A
N

D
 Y

E
T

, w
ith

in
 th

e co
n
tex

t o
f 

h
is p

o
litical an

d
 p

erso
n

al lim
ita-

tio
n

s, Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 g

rew
 en

o
r-

m
ously. H

e arrived at the W
hite H

oule 
a young, and not terribly distinguished, 
sen

ato
r fro

m
 th

e E
isen

h
o

w
er y

ears 
w

ith
 a tin

y
 m

arg
in

 o
f v

icto
ry

 an
d
 a 

D
ix

iecrat-R
ep

u
b
lican

 m
ajo

rity
 ag

ain
st 

h
im

 in
 th

e C
o
n
g
ress. 

T
he A

m
erica w

hich inaugurated him
 

in
 Jan

u
ary

, 1
9
6
1
, still b

eliev
ed

 in
 th

e., 
v

erities o
f th

e C
o

ld
 W

ar (as d
id

 K
eh

-
n
ety

 in
 h

is sp
eech

 o
f th

at d
ay

), in
 th

e 
safietity

 O
f th

e b
alan

ced
 b

u
d

g
et, an

d
 

it: h
a
d
 n

o
t b

e
g
u
n
 to

 c
o
m

e
 to

 te
rm

s 
W

ith
 th

at g
reet m

ass m
o
v
em

en
t led

 b
y
 

M
arta L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. T

h
e A

m
erica 

w
h

ich
 m

o
u

rn
ed

 Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 
N

oV
bsriber, 1863, w

as different It w
as 

n
o
t tran

sfo
rm

ed
 —

 b
u
t it w

as b
etter. 

T
h
at w

as K
en

n
ed

y
's m

o
d
est an

d
 m

eg
- 

incident achievem
ent. 	

•
 

In
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

, h
e b

eg
an

 w
ith

 a 
&

S
eater: th

e B
ay

 o
f P

ig
s. It is tru

e 
th

p
t; n

ew
 an

d
 u

n
tried

, h
e en

d
o
rsed

 a 
i.,,,1 P

en yr. nra I1 rillan 

T
h

ere 
w

ere 
m

o
m

en
ts d

u
rin

g
 th

at 
w

eek
 in

 1
9

6
2

 w
h

en
 th

e P
resid

en
t o

f 
th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s le
ft it u

p
 to

 th
e
 

lead
er o

f th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 an

d
 h

is as-
so

eiates as to
 w

h
eth

er a g
o

o
d

 p
art o

f 
th

e w
o

rld
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e b
lo

w
n

 to
 b

its. It 
m

ig
h
t b

e p
lau

sib
ly

 arg
u
ed

 th
at, g

iv
en

 
th

e p
rio

r h
isto

ry
 o

f th
e C

o
ld

 W
ar, th

at 
ey

eb
all-to

-ey
eb

all co
n
fro

n
tatio

n
 

w
as 

u
n
av

o
id

ab
le. B

u
t th

en
 o

n
e m

u
st ad

d
 

th
at th

e. p
rio

r h
isto

ry
 h

ad
 an

 In
san

e 
logic. 

f w
o
n
d

er if th
e -real d

en
o
u

em
en

t 
o
f th

e C
u
b
an

 m
issile crisis w

as n
o
t 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
's A

m
e
ric

a
n
 U

n
iv

e
rsity

 
sp

eech
 in

 Ju
n

e, 1
9

6
3

. It w
as, I th

in
k

, 
th

e
 m

o
st re

v
e
a
lin

g
 illu

stra
tio

n
 o

f 
h

is c
a
p

a
c
ity

 fo
r g

ro
w

th
. In

 it h
e
 

a
b
a
n

d
o

n
e
d

 th
e
 C

o
ld

 W
a
r p

ie
tie

s 
u

p
o

n
 w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 h

a
d

 c
a
m

p
a
ig

n
e
d

 in
 

1
9

6
0

 an
d

 acted
 in

 1
9

6
1

 an
d

 1
9

6
2

. 
N

in
e
 y

e
a
rs b

e
fo

re
 N

ix
o
n
's v

o
y
-

a
g

e
s
 to

 P
e
k

in
g

 a
n

d
 M

o
s
c
o

w
, 

K
en

n
ed

y
 p

ro
p
o
sed

 th
at th

ere b
e an

 
en

d
 to

 th
e n

u
clear p

o
larizatio

n
 w

h
ich

 
th

re
a
te

n
e
d
 th

e
 fu

tu
re

 o
f th

e
 g

lo
b
e
, 

T
h
e
 'c

o
n
c
re

te
 re

su
lt o

f th
a
t m

o
v
e
 

w
as, o

f co
u
rse, th

e M
o
sco

w
 test b

an
 

tre
a
ty

. L
ik

e
 so

 m
u

c
h

 e
lse

 In
 th

e
 

K
en

n
ed

y
 y

ears, w
e k

n
o
w

 th
at ev

en
t 

a
s a

 p
ro

m
ise

, 
an 

an
ticip

atio
n
, n

o
t 

a
 fu

lfillm
e
n
t. B

u
t it re

p
re

se
n
te

d
 a

n
 

ex
trao

rd
in

ary
, an

d
 w

elco
m

ed
, b

reak
 

in
 A

m
e
ric

a
n

 p
o

lic
y

, a
s w

e
ll a

s a
n

 
e
x

a
m

p
le

 o
f h

o
w

 a
 P

re
sid

e
n

t c
a
n

 
change. 

Im
p
o
rta

n
t D

ep
artu

re 

T
H

E
R

E
 IS

 O
N

E
 o

th
e
r K

e
n

n
e
d

y
 

 fo
re

ig
n

 p
o

lic
y

 in
itia

tiv
e
 w

h
ic

h
 

is
 re

le
v

a
n

t to
 th

is
 a

n
a
ly

s
is

: th
e
 

A
llia

n
c
e
 fo

r P
ro

g
re

ss. It w
a
s, I 

th
o
u
g
h
t at th

e tim
e an

d
 th

in
k
 'n

o
w

, 
b

a
sic

a
lly

 fla
w

e
d

 in
 its stra

te
g

y
. It 

a
ssu

m
e
d

 th
a
t th

e
re

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e
 a

 lib
-

e
ra

l c
a
p
ita

list re
v
o
lu

tio
n
 c

a
rrie

d
 

o
u

t n
o

n
-v

io
len

tly
 in

 L
atin

 . A
m

erica 
b
y
 a

 u
n
ite

d
 fro

n
t o

f o
lig

a
rc

h
s
, 

w
o

rk
e
rs a

n
d

 p
e
a
sa

n
ts e

n
c
o

u
ra

g
e
d

 
b

y
 fin

a
n

c
ia

l a
id

 fro
m

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates. 
T

h
at serio

u
sly

 o
v
erestim

ated
 th

e 
refo

rm
 p

o
ten

tial o
f th

e L
atin

 u
p
p
er 

c
la

s
s
e
s
 a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
 th

e
ir c

o
m

-
m

itm
e
n

t to
 d

e
m

o
c
ra

c
y

 a
n

d
 so

c
ia

l 
c
h
a
n
g
e
. B

u
t if th

e
 a

c
tu

a
l stra

te
g
y
 

w
as co

n
d
em

n
ed

 to
 failu

re, th
e v

isio
n
 

w
h
ich

 an
im

ated
 it w

as an
im

p
o
rtan

t 
n
ew

 d
ep

artu
re in

 A
raericarn

 p
o
licy

. 
O

n
 tw

o
 c

o
u
n
ts, th

e
n
, K

e
n
n
e
d
y
's  

realized
 h

o
w

 critical th
ey

 w
ere o

f h
is, 

an
d
 h

is b
ro

th
er's, actio

n
s. M

o
reo

v
er—

an
d
 th

is is q
u
ite im

p
o
rtan

t—
th

e m
o
o
d
 

w
h

ich
 K

en
n

ed
y

 created
 

w
as 

o
n
e in

 
w

h
ich

 th
e civ

il rig
h
ts m

o
v
em

en
t co

u
ld

 
th

riv
e, 

F
irst to T

alk
 S

eu
se 

I
E

C
O

N
O

M
IC

 m
an

ag
em

en
t, Jo

h
n

 
1

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as th
e first P

resid
en

t'to
 

talk
 a m

o
d
icu

m
 o

f sen
se to

 th
e A

m
eri-

can
 p

eo
p

le, It is h
ard

 to
 rem

em
b

er, 
n
o
w

 th
at P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 is a 

K
ey- 

rid th
ere.  

assessm
en

t o
f th

e p
resid

en
cy

 o
f Jo

h
n
 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y

 as if it w
ere a m

atter o
f 

b
alan

cin
g
 acco

m
p
lish

m
en

ts an
d
 fail-

u
res 

in
 a

 
k
in

d
 o

f p
o
litical co

st ac-
co

u
n
tin

g
, F

o
r th

e reaso
n
 th

o
se y

ears 
are rem

em
b
ered

 w
ith

 n
o
stalg

ia b
y
 th

e 
A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le tran

scen
d
, th

e d
etails 

o
f w

h
at w

en
t o

n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

em
, It h

as 
m

o
re to

 d
o
 w

ith
 a sp

irit. 
T

h
e n

atio
n
 w

as h
ap

p
ier th

en
. it h

ad
, 

G
od know

s, problem
s, but they seem

ed 
so

lv
ab

le. A
n
d
 th

en
, 

after 
Jo

h
n
 K

en
-

n
ed

y
 w

as m
u

rd
ered

r th
e w

ar in
 W

et- 

• R
IG

H
T

, F
rom

 P
age C

l 

A
las, th

ere is n
o

t. A
n

d
 w

h
en

 th
e late 

P
re

sid
e
n
t's y

o
u
n
g
e
r b

ro
th

e
r p

ro
-

n
o
u
n
ces o

n
 p

u
b
lic p

o
licy

, th
e fam

ily
 

tie is ap
p

aren
t b

u
t th

eir p
o

litical k
in

-
sh

ip
 is n

o
t. T

h
e K

en
n
ed

y
 leg

acy
, it 

seem
s to m

e, m
ust go to probate. 

T
h
e left-lib

eral D
em

o
crats, E

d
w

ard
 

K
en

n
ed

y
 p

ro
m

in
en

tly
 in

clu
d
ed

, h
av

e 
d

iso
w

n
ed

 th
eir p

arty
's recen

t p
ast, as 

p
erso

n
ified

 b
y
 P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
. B

u
t 

th
e in

su
rg

en
cy

 ag
ain

st- th
e V

ietn
am

 
w

ar an
d
 th

e Jo
h
n
so

n
 p

resid
en

cy
 w

en
t 

m
u
c
h
 fu

rth
e
r a

n
d
 c

u
t m

u
c
h
 d

e
e
p
e
r 

th
an

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 lo
y

alists an
ticip

ated
. 

It cu
t all th

e w
ay

 to
 th

e ro
o
t-tru

th
 o

f 
th

e m
atter: 

Johnson's 
g

reat "crim
e" 

w
as to adopt K

ennedy's w
drldview

, re-
tain

 K
en

n
ed

y
's ad

v
isers, p

u
rsu

e K
en

-
n
ed

y
's p

o
licies, an

d
 h

o
n
o
r K

en
n
ed

y
's 

co
m

m
itm

en
ts to

 th
e b

itter en
d

. 
A

nd- so, w
hen the insurgency finally 

trium
phed w

ith the 1972 nom
ination of 

S
en. G

eorge M
cG

overn, the m
oral con-

dem
nation of the M

eG
overnttes -fell on 

L
B

J an
d
 JF

K
 alik

e. S
ig

n
ifican

tly
, as 

th
e D

em
o

cratic P
arty

 tu
rn

ed
 itself in

to
 

a m
o

v
em

en
t d

ed
icated

 to
 p

u
rg

in
g

 its 
p

ast, o
n

ly
 o

n
e can

d
id

ate, S
en

. H
en

ry
 

M
. Jack

so
n

, d
ared

 p
ro

p
O

se co
n

tin
u

ity
 

o
f U

.S
. p

o
licy

, an
d
 h

e w
as cast 

in
to

 
d
ark

n
ess as an

 u
n
rep

en
tan

t C
o
ld

 W
ar-

rior and superhaw
k. 

L
egacies D

isow
n

ed
 

W
IT

H
IN

 T
H

E
 L

IT
E

R
A

R
Y

 an
d
 in

-
tellectu

al realm
, w

h
ere K

en
n

e-
d

y
's ad

ro
it flattery

 o
n

ce p
rev

ailed
, an

 
an

ti-K
en

n
ed

y
 rev

isio
n

ist cam
p

aig
n

 is 
far ad

v
an

ced
 to

w
ard

 th
e o

b
jectiv

e , o
f 

lev
elin

g
 C

am
elo

t. A
 ty

p
ical ju

d
g
m

en
t 

is R
ich

ard
 J. W

alto
n

's ("C
o

ld
 W

ar an
d

 
C

o
u
n
ter-R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
: T

h
e F

o
reig

n
 P

o
l-

im
t o

f Jo
h

n
 F

.• K
en

n
ed

y
"): "A

s 
co

n
-

g
ressm

a
n

 an
d
 sen

ato
r, K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as 
n
ev

er a lib
eral, an

d
 as P

resid
en

t b
e 

P
ro

secu
ted

 th
e C

o
ld

 W
ar m

o
re v

ig
o
r-

o
u
sly

, an
d
 - th

u
s m

o
re d

an
g
ero

u
sly

, 
than did E

isenhow
er and D

ulles." 
T

h
u
s, o

n
 b

o
th

 th
e p

o
litical an

d
 th

e 
in

tellectu
al fro

n
t, th

e left h
as n

o
t o

n
ly

 
d

em
y

th
o

lo
g

ized
 K

en
n

ed
y

 (w
h

ich
 is a 

h
ealth

y
 en

o
u

g
h

 am
b

itio
n

) b
u

t h
as also

 
d
eclared

 w
ar o

n
 h

is v
iew

 o
f th

e- w
o
rld

 
an

d
 th

e assu
m

p
tio

n
s an

d
 p

o
licies h

e 
acted

 o
n
 to

 secu
re A

m
erica's p

lace in
 

it. T
h
is, it seem

s to
 m

e, is an
 u

n
h
eal-

th
y
 en

terp
rise w

h
ich

 m
u
st b

e resisted
.  

those right-w
ingers w

ho have forgotten 
little an

d
 fo

rg
iv

en
 n

o
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
N

ew
 F

ro
n
tier, m

o
d
erate co

n
serv

ativ
es 

to
o

 are still p
u

t o
ff b

y
 th

e m
em

o
ry

 o
f 

K
en

n
ed

y
's sp

len
d
id

 fak
ery

, th
e arro

-
g
an

ce o
f h

is co
u
rtiers, an

d
 th

e tran
s-

parent im
provisation of bold initiatives 

th
at w

ere sw
iftly

 fo
rg

o
tten

. B
u

t w
e 

h
a
v

e
 e

n
d

u
re

d
 m

u
c
h

 w
b

rse
 in

 th
e
 

W
h

ite
 H

o
u

se
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 p

a
st fiv

e
 

y
ears. "S

ty
le" d

o
esn

't m
attes'. W

h
at 

m
a
tte

rs c
ru

c
ia

lly
 is th

e
 c

o
re

 o
f th

e
 

K
ennedy legacy. 
T

h
at co

re is p
atrio

tism
. F

ro
m

 th
e 

first to
 th

e last o
f h

is th
o

u
san

d
 d

ay
s in

 
th

e p
resid

en
cy

, K
en

n
ed

y
 to

ld
 h

is fel-
lo

w
 citizen

s th
at A

m
erica w

as a g
o
o
d
 

country w
hich could becom

e better. H
e 

ex
p

ressed
 th

e faith
 th

ey
 felt in

. th
em

-
selv

es, th
eir v

alu
es an

d
 th

eir id
eals. 

H
e called

 fo
r in

d
iv

id
u

al an
d

 n
atio

n
al 

sacrifice o
n
 b

eh
alf o

f th
o
se id

eals, an
d
 

th
is stru

ck
 a d

eep
 ch

o
rd

 am
o

n
g

 y
o

u
n

g
 

p
eo

p
le. T

h
ey

 w
ere also

 d
raw

n
 b

y
 h

is 
u
rg

in
g
 th

a
t th

e
 so

c
ie

ty
 p

u
rsu

e
 a

n
d
 

honor excellence. 
In

 th
e early

 1
9
6
0
s, w

e rem
ain

ed
 in

-
n
o
c
e
n
t o

f th
e
 su

p
p
o
se

d
 e

v
ils o

f 
"elitism

." O
rdinary citizens 'w

ere unof-- 
fe

n
d
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 id

e
a
 th

a
t th

e
y
 m

ig
h
t 

elect b
etter an

d
 ab

ler m
en

 to
 govern 

th
em

. T
h
e 

re
ig

n
 o

f m
e
d
io

c
rity

 in
 

W
ashington since 1969 has done m

uch 
to

 resto
re th

e v
itality

 o
f th

e id
ea th

at 
so

m
e m

en
 are b

etter eq
u
ip

p
ed

 to
 g

o
v
-

e
rn

 th
a
n
 o

th
e
rs. T

h
e
re

 is n
o
th

in
g
 

w
ro

n
g
 w

ith
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t b
y
 "th

e b
est 

a
n

d
 th

e
 b

rig
h

te
st"—

p
ro

v
id

e
d

 th
e
ir 

qualities include character. 
John K

ennedy had character. T
hough 

as q
u

ick
 to

 ex
p

lo
it an

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 o

r 
hedge a prom

ise as the next, professional 
politician, he show

ed in m
any w

ays that 
he understood w

here politics ended and . 
principled com

m
itm

ent began. T
he skep-

ticism
 that intellectuals found so attrac-

tive in him
 w

as accom
plished by an an-

ch
o

red
 faith

 in
 lastin

g
 th

in
g

s—
fam

ily
, 

ch
u

rch
, frien

d
sh

ip
, d

u
ty

, lo
y

alty
 an

d
 

courage—
w

hich ordinary m
en and w

om
-

en
 reco

g
n
ized

 an
d
 ap

p
ro

v
ed

. W
h
en

 h
e 

assum
ed responsibility for a blunder—

the B
ay of P

igs is the classic instance—
h
e d

id
 so

 u
n
eq

u
iv

o
cally

, b
ecau

se h
e 

knew
 it w

as right and necessary. 



V
irginia C

anary hom
e. N

ov, 10. 1963—
John P

. K
ennedy L

ibrary photo 

m
ajor. W

ithin the lim
its of the possible, 

as defined by his ow
n pragm

atic liberal. 
ism

 an
d

 th
e reactio

n
ary

 co
n

g
ressio

n
al 

P
o
w

er array
ed

 ag
ain

st it, h
e d

ev
elo

p
ed

 
to a surprising degree. H

ow
 far he w

ould 
,have gone, w

e w
ill never know

. (R
obert 

K
ennedy, w

ho survived his brother by a 
little -less than five years, spent them

 in 
'm

aking the m
ost extraordinary pilgrim

-
age a practicing politician has ever tray. 
p

led
. W

h
at if Jo

h
n

 K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 h

ad
 

th
o

se y
ears to

o
?) 

Jo
h
n
 F

. Ite
n
n
e
d
y
, in

 sh
o
rt, m

u
st 

b
e ju

d
g

ed
 n

o
t as a sh

in
in

g
 k

n
ig

h
t n

o
r 

as a failed
 h

ero
 b

u
t as a m

an
 o

f h
is 

tim
e
 a

n
d

 p
la

c
e
, H

e
 d

id
 n

o
t, b

y
 m

y
 

'stan
d
ard

s, m
o
v
e n

early
 far en

o
u
g
h
 in

 
c
o
n
fro

n
tin

g
 th

e
 'p

ro
b
le

m
s o

f th
is 

so
ciety

; b
u
t h

e d
id

 g
o
 so

 m
u
ch

 farth
er 

th
an

 o
n
e co

u
ld

 h
av

e ex
p
ected

. 
H

e
 w

a
s n

o
t, o

f c
o
u
rse

, a
 ra

d
ic

a
l 

an
d
 it is silly

 to
 accu

se h
im

, as so
m

e 
o

f h
is d

isillu
sio

n
ed

 fo
llo

w
ers h

av
e,„o

f 
n
o
t h

a
v
in

g
 c

a
rrie

d
 o

u
t b

a
sic

 tra
n
s-

fo
rm

atio
n
s o

f th
e sy

stem
. T

h
at w

as 
n
e
v
e
r h

is in
te

n
tio

n
 a

n
d
 h

a
d
 it b

e
e
n
 

the people w
ould not have elected him

 
'P

resid
en

t. 

B
e
g

a
n

 W
ith

 a
 D

isa
ste

r 

A
N

D
 Y

E
T

, w
ith

in
 th

e
 c

o
n
te

x
t o

f 
. h

is p
o
litical an

d
 p

erso
n
al lim

ita-
tio

n
s, Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 g

rew
 en

o
r-

lnou.sly. H
e arrived at the W

hite H
ouke 

a young, and not terribly distinguished, 
sen

ato
r fro

m
 th

e E
isen

h
o

w
er y

ears 
w

ith
 a tin

y
 m

arg
in

 o
f- v

icto
ry

 an
d
 a 

D
ix

iecrat-R
ep

u
b
lican

 m
ajo

rity
 ag

ain
st 

h
im

 in
 th

e C
o
n
g
ress. 

T
he A

m
erica w

hich inaugurated him
 

in
. Jan

u
ary

, 1
9
6
1
, still b

eliev
ed

 in
 th

e. 
v
erities o

f th
e C

o
ld

 W
ar (as d

id
 K

en
-

n
ely

 in
 h

is sp
eech

 o
f th

at d
ay

), in
 th

e 
san

ctity
 o

f th
e b

alan
ced

 b
u
d
g
et, an

d
 

it ."h
ad

 n
o
t b

eg
u

n
 to

 co
m

e to
 term

s 
w

ith
.  th

at g
reat m

ass m
o

v
em

en
t led

 b
y

 
M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr, T

h
e A

m
erica 

w
h
ich

 m
o
u
rn

ed
 Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 
N

tiv
em

b
er, 1

9
6
3
, w

as d
ifferen

t, It w
as 

n
o
t tran

sfo
rm

ed
 —

 b
u
t it w

as b
etter. 

T
d
at w

as K
ennedy's m

odest and m
eg-

nifident achievem
ent. 

In
.fo

reig
n

 p
o

licy
, h

e b
eg

an
 w

ith
 a 

diaester: the B
ay 

o
f P

ig
s. It is tru

e
 

H
ug, new

 and untried, he 
en

d
o

rsed
 a 

tru
ly

 in
co

m
p

eten
t (an

d
 im

m
o

ral) p
lan

 
of 

th
e g

ro
u
n
d
s th

at it 
h
ad

 b
een

 ap
-

prO
ved 

b
y
 ev

ery
 o

n
e o

f h
is 

m
ilitary 

ex
p

erts. T
h

at m
itigates his responsibil-

ity
' b

u
t it certain

ly
 d

o
es 

not 
absolve 

him
 of it. H

ow
ever, he him

self insisted 
m

a h
is o

w
n
 fau

lt in
 th

e m
atter. H

e d
id

 
not do so in the style of R

ichard N
ixon, 

astleiting that he is to blam
e for W

ater-
g
ate an

d
 th

en
 fillin

g
 th

e reco
rd

 w
ith

 
statem

en
ts m

ak
in

g
 it p

erfectly
 clear.„ 

th
a
t h

e
 d

o
e
s n

o
t b

e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t fo

r a 
m

om
ent. K

ennedy accepted his failure 
straightforw

ardly.. 
T

h
at fact affects. h

o
w

 I lo
o
k
 u

p
o
n
 

K
en

n
ed

y
's m

o
st p

o
rten

to
u
s an

d
 d

e-
stru

ctiv
e erro

r, th
e escalatio

n
 o

f th
e 

A
m

erican presence in Indochina. T
hat 

w
as d

o
n

e in
 co

n
so

n
an

ce w
ith

 
th

e 
stan

d
ard

 lib
eral p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 th

e C
o

ld
 

W
ar (w

h
ich

, b
ecau

se it w
as lib

eral,  

lead
er o

f th
e S

o
v

iet U
n

io
n

 an
d

 h
is as-

so
ciates as to

 w
h
eth

er a g
o
o
d
 p

art o
f 

th
e w

o
rld

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e b

lo
w

n
 to

 b
its. It 

m
ig

h
t b

e plausibly argued th
at, g

iv
en

 
th

e p
rio

r h
isto

ry
 o

f th
e C

o
ld

 W
ar, th

at 
ey

eb
all-to

-ey
eb

all co
n
fro

n
tatio

n
 w

as 
unavoidable. B

ut then one m
ust add - 

th
at th

e p
rio

r h
isto

ry
 h

ad
 an

 in
san

e 
logic. 

I w
o
n
d
er: if 

the 
real d

en
o
u
em

en
t 

o
f th

e C
u
b
an

 m
issile crisis w

as n
o
t 

K
e
n

n
e
d

y
's A

m
e
ric

a
n

 U
n

iv
e
rsity

 
sp

eech
 in

 Ju
n

e, 1
9

6
3

. It w
as, I th

in
k

, 
th

e m
o

st rev
ealin

g
 illu

stratio
n

 o
f 

h
is c

a
p

a
c
ity

 fo
r g

ro
w

th
. In

 it h
e
 

a
b

a
n

d
o

n
e
d

 th
e
 C

o
ld

 W
a
r p

ie
tie

s 
upon w

hich 
h

e
 h

a
d

 c
a
m

p
a
ig

n
e
d

 in
 

1960 an
d

 acted
 in

 1
9

6
1

 an
d

 1
9

6
2

. 
N

in
e y

ears b
efo

re N
ix

o
n
's v

o
y
-

a
g
e
s
 to

 
P

e
k

in
g

 a
n

d
 M

o
sc

o
w

, 
K

en
n
ed

y
 p

ro
p
o
sed

 th
at th

ere b
e an

 
en

d
 to

 th
e nuclear -polarization w

hich. 
th

re
a
te

n
e
d

 th
e
 fu

tu
re

 o
f th

e
 g

lo
b

e
. 

T
h
e co

n
crete 

re
su

lt o
f 

th
at m

o
v
e 

w
as, o

f co
u
rse, th

e M
o
sco

w
 test b

an
 

tre
a
ty

. L
ik

e
 so

 m
u
c
h
 e

lse
 in

 th
e
 

K
en

n
ed

y
 y

ears, w
e k

n
o
w

 th
at ev

en
t 

a
s a

 p
ro

m
ise

, a
n

 a
n

tic
ip

a
tio

n
, n

o
t 

a
 fu

lfillm
e
n
t. B

u
t it 

rep
resen

ted
 an

 
extraordinary, and 

w
elco

m
ed

, b
reak

 
in

 A
m

erican
 p

o
licy

, as w
ell as an

 
e
x
a
m

p
le

 o
f h

o
w

 a
 P

re
sid

e
n
t c

a
n
 

change. 

Im
p

ortan
t D

ep
artu

re 

T
H

E
R

E
 IS

 
O

N
E

 o
th

er K
en

n
ed

y
 

fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

 in
itiativ

e w
h
ich

 
is 

re
le

v
a
n
t to

 th
is a

n
a
ly

sis: th
e
 

A
llia

n
c
e
 fo

r P
ro

g
re

ss. It w
a
s, I 

th
o

u
g
h

t a
t th

e
 tim

e
 a

n
d

 
think 'now

, 
b
a
sic

a
lly

 fla
w

e
d
 in

 its stra
te

g
y
. It 

assum
ed 

th
at th

ere co
u
ld

 b
e a lib

-
e
ra

l c
a
p
ita

list re
v
o
lu

tio
n
 c

a
rrie

d
 

o
u
t n

o
n
-v

io
len

tly
 in

 
L

atin
 A

m
erica 

by 
a
 u

n
ite

d
 fro

n
t 

o
f o

lig
arch

s, 
w

o
rk

e
rs a

n
d
 

peasants 
encouraged 

b
y
 fin

a
n

c
ia

l a
id

 fro
m

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates. 
T

h
at 

serio
u
sly

 o
v
erestim

ated
 th

e 
reform

 potential 
o
f th

e
 L

a
tin

 u
p
p
e
r 

c
la

s
s
e
s
 a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
 th

e
ir c

o
m

-
m

itm
e
n
t to

 d
e
m

o
c
ra

c
y
 a

n
d
 so

c
ia

l 
ch

an
g
e. B

u
t if th

e actu
al strateg

y
 

w
as condem

ned to failure, the vision 
w

h
ich

 an
im

ated
 it w

as an
 im

p
o
rtan

t 
n
ew

 d
ep

artu
re - in

 A
in

ericin
 p

o
licy

. 
O

n
 tw

o
 co

u
n
ts, th

en
, K

en
n
ed

y
's 

foreign policy in
itiated

 b
asic n

ew
 d

e-
p
artu

res: 
in

 p
ro

p
o
sin

g
 a

n
 e

n
d
 to

 
th

e
 C

o
ld

 W
a
r a

n
d

 n
e
g

o
tia

tin
g

 th
e
 

M
o
sc

o
w

 tre
a
ty

; 
in

 a
rg

u
in

g
 fo

r 
A

m
erican

 su
p
p
o
rt fo

r a d
em

o
cratic 

rev
o
lu

tio
n
 in

 th
e T

h
ird

 
W

o
rld

. In
 

th
e
 first 

ease, - K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 la

id
 th

e
-

b
a
ils fo

r a
-  d

eten
te. w

h
ich

. w
as n

o
t 

realized
 u

n
til N

ix
o
n

; in
 th

e seco
n
d
, 

h
e articu

lated
 

a 
vision w

hich 
h
as 

y
e
t to

 b
e
 a

c
te

d
 u

p
o
n
. 

In
 b

o
th

 in
-

stances, 
h

e d
em

o
n

strated
 a rem

ark
-

ab
le capacity for change and grow

th, 
fo

r th
e A

llian
ce w

as a resp
o

n
se to

 
th

e B
ay

 
o
f P

ig
s a

n
d
 th

e
 M

o
sc

o
w

 
treaty

 an
 

an
sw

er to
 th

e C
u
b
an

 m
is-

sile crisis. T
h
e 

P
resid

en
t learn

ed
. 

C
au

tiou
s M

oves 

O
N

 
D

O
M

E
ST

IC
 
issu

es, th
e cru

cial 
 q

u
estio

n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
  

realized how
 critical th

ey
 w

ere o
f h

is, 
an

d
 h

is brother's, actions. M
oreover—

and this is quite im
portant—

the m
ood 

w
h
ich

 K
en

n
ed

y
 created

 w
as o

n
e 

in 
w

hich the civil rights m
ovem

ent could 
th

riv
e. 

F
irst to T

alk
 S

en
se 

N 
E

C
O

N
O

M
IC

 m
an

ag
em

en
t, Jo

h
n
 

I
 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as th
e first P

resid
en

t'to
 

talk a m
odicum

 of sense to the A
m

eri-
can

 p
eo

p
le. It is h

ard
 to

 rem
em

b
er, 

n
o
w

 ttaat P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 is a K

ey
-

n
esian

 (alb
eit a sh

am
efaced

 an
d
 th

ere-
fo

re b
u
m

b
lin

g
 K

ey
n
esian

), th
at in

 th
e 

'early '60s m
ost citizens had a pre-m

od-
ern view

 of the econom
y. 

,In a fam
o
u
s sp

eech
 at Y

ale, an
d
 in

 
h

is p
u

sh
in

g
 fo

r a tax
 cu

t, K
en

n
ed

y
 

began to explain that the U
nited S

tates 
of 

A
m

erica is n
o

t a h
o

u
seh

o
ld
' to 'be 

run on a b
alan

ced
 b

u
d
g
et, but a com

-
plex society in

 w
h
ich

 a tax
 cu

t co
u
ld

, 
b
y
 settin

g
 o

ff eco
n
o
m

ic g
ro

w
th

, actu
-

ally
 resu

lt in
 larg

er tax
 rev

en
u

es. 
T

o
 b

e su
re, K

en
n
ed

y
 d

id
 n

o
t liv

e 
to

 see th
e fu

lfillm
en

t o
f h

is in
terim

 
g
o
al o

f red
u
cin

g
 'u

n
em

p
lo

y
m

en
t to

 4
 

p
er cen

t, b
u
t h

e clearly
 w

as th e
  m

an
 

w
h

o
 b

eg
an

 th
e eco

n
o

m
ic ed

u
catio

n
 o

f 
th

e A
m

erican
 p

eo
p
le an

d
 w

h
o
 laid

 th
e  

fo
u
n
d
atio

n
 fo

r L
y
n
d
o
n
, Jo

h
n
so

n
's fu

ll 
em

ploym
ent policy.  

assessm
en

t o
f th

e p
resid

en
cy

 o
f Jo

h
n
 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y

 as if It w
ere a m

atter o
f 

b
alan

cin
g
 acco

m
p
lish

m
en

ts an
d
 fail-

u
re

s in
 a

 k
in

d
 o

f p
o
litic

a
l c

o
st a

c
-

co
u
n
tin

g
. F

o
r th

e reaso
n
 th

o
se y

ears 
are rem

em
b

ered
 w

ith
 n

o
stalg

ia b
y

 th
e 

A
m

erican
 p

eo
p
le tran

scen
d
, th

e d
etails 

o
f w

h
at w

en
t o

n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

em
. It h

as 
m

o
re to

 d
o
 w

ith
 a sp

irit. 
T

h
e n

atio
n
 w

as h
ap

p
ier th

en
. It h

ad
, 

G
od know

s, problem
s, but they seem

ed 
so

lv
ab

le. A
n
d
 th

en
, after Jo

h
n
 K

en
-

n
ed

y
 w

as m
u

rd
ered

- th
e w

ar in
 V

iet-
n
am

 to
o
k
 ch

arg
e o

f th
e n

atio
n
's d

es-
tin

y
 an

d
 d

rag
g

ed
 d

o
w

n
 L

y
n

d
o

n
 Jo

h
n

-
so

n
's ad

m
in

istratio
n

. A
n

d
 n

o
w

 th
ere is 

an unpopular P
resident presiding over 

the m
ost sh

o
ck

in
g
 co

rru
p
tio

n
 th

e n
a-

tio
n

 h
as ev

er k
n

o
w

n
. 

A
tm

osp
h

ere C
h

an
ged

 

I
W

A
S

 W
R

O
N

G
 in

 n
o
t v

o
tin

g
 fo

r 
 K

en
n
ed

y
 in

 1
9
6
0
 fo

r m
an

y
, m

an
y
 

reaso
n
s, b

u
t p

erh
ap

s th
e m

o
st im

p
o
r-

tan
t o

f th
em

 b
ears o

n
 w

h
at I now

 take 
to

 b
e th

e b
asic acco

m
p
lish

m
en

t o
f h

is 
trag

ically
 sh

o
rt in

cu
m

b
en

cy
. 

S
in

ce th
ere 

w
as 

a P
resid

en
t w

h
o

 
co

u
ld

 g
ro

w
 in

 o
ffice, w

h
o

 co
u

ld
 learn

 
fro

m
 th

e B
ay

 o
f P

ig
s an

d
 th

e m
issile 

crisis, w
h
o
 co

u
ld

 co
m

e to
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 

th
at w

e h
ad

 
to 

m
o
v
e d

ecisiv
ely

 as a 
n
atio

n
 in

 resp
o
n
se to

 th
e ju

st d
em

an
d
s 

o
f M

an
i, 

a
 	

–
 - 

to
. 

P
re

sid
e
n
t's y

o
u
n
g
e
r b

ro
th

e
r p

ro
• 

n
o

u
n

ces o
n

 p
u

b
lic p

o
licy

, th
e 

fam
ily 

tie is apparent but their political 
kin-

sh
ip

 is n
o
t. T

h
e K

en
n
ed

y
 leg

acy
, it 

seem
s to m

e, m
ust go to probate. 

T
h

e left-lib
eral D

em
o

crats, E
d

w
ard

 
K

en
n
ed

y
 p

ro
m

in
en

tly
 in

clu
d
ed

, h
av

e 
d

iso
w

n
ed

 th
eir p

arty
's recen

t p
ast, as 

p
erso

n
ified

 b
y

 P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n

so
n

. B
u

t 
th

e in
su

rg
en

cy
 ag

ain
st. th

e V
ietn

am
 

w
ar an

d
 th

e Jo
h

n
so

n
 p

resid
en

cy
 w

en
t 

m
u
ch

 fu
rth

er an
d
 cu

t m
u
ch

 d
eep

er 
than the K

ennedy loyalists anticipated. 
It cut all the w

ay to the root-truth of 
th

e m
atter: Jo

h
n

so
n

's g
reat "crim

e" 
w

as to adopt K
ennedy's w

drldview
, re-

tain
 K

en
n

ed
y

's ad
v

isers, p
u

rsu
e K

en
-

n
ed

y
's p

o
licies, an

d
 

honor K
ennedy's 

com
m

itm
ents to the bitter en

d
. 

A
nd .so, w

hen the insurgency 
finally 

trium
phed w

ith the 1972 nom
ination of 

S
en. G

eorge M
cG

overn, the m
oral con-

dem
nation of- the M

oG
overnites fell on 

L
B

J an
d
 JF

K
 alik

e. S
ig

n
ifican

tly
, as 

the D
em

ocratic P
arty turned itself into 

a m
ovem

ent dedicated to purging its 
P

ast, o
n

ly
 o

n
e can

d
id

ate, S
en

. H
en

ry
 

M
. Jack

so
n

, d
ared

 p
ro

p
b

se co
n

tin
u

ity
 

o
f U

.S
. p

o
licy

, an
d
 h

e w
as cast in

to
 

d
ark

n
ess as an

 u
n
rep

en
tan

t C
o
ld

 W
ar-

rior and superhaw
k. 

L
egacies D

isow
n

ed
 

T
IT

H
IN

 T
H

E
 L

IT
E

R
A

R
Y

 and 
in- 

tellectu
al realm

, w
h

ere • K
en

n
e-

d
y
's ad

ro
it flattery

 o
n
ce p

rev
ailed

, an 
anti-K

ennedy revisionist cam
paign is 

far advanced tow
ard the objective. of 

leveling C
am

elot. A
 typical judgm

ent 
is R

ich
ard

 J. W
alto

n
's ("C

o
ld

 W
ar an

d
 

C
ounter-R

evolution: T
he- F

oreign P
al-

lo
t o

f Jo
h
n
 F

.. K
ennedy"): "A

s con-
gressm

an 
an

d
 sen

ato
r, K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as 
n
ev

er a lib
eral, an

d
 as 

P
resident he 

prosecuted the C
old W

ar m
ore vigor..  

m
isty, and 

th
u

s 
m

ore dangerously, 
than did E

isenhow
er and D

ulles." 
T

h
u
s, o

n
 b

o
th

 th
e p

o
litical an

d
 th

e 
in

tellectu
al fro

n
t, th

e left h
as n

o
t o

n
ly

 
d
e-m

y
th

o
lo

g
ized

 K
en

n
ed

y
 (w

h
ich

 is a 
h

ealth
y

 en
o

u
g

h
 am

b
itio

n
) b

u
t h

as also
 

d
eclared

 w
ar o

n
 h

is v
iew

 o
f th

e'w
o
rld

 
an

d
 th

e assu
m

p
tio

n
s and 

p
o
licies h

e 
acted

 o
n
 to

 secu
re A

m
erica's p

lace in
 

it. T
h
is, it seem

s to
 m

e, is an
 u

n
h
eal-

th
y
 en

terp
rise w

h
ich

 m
u
st b

e resisted
. 

F
o

r th
e p

erils ag
ain

st w
h

ich
 K

en
n

ed
y

 
rallied the A

m
erican people have since 

m
ultiplied to an alarm

ing degree, 
C

an
 S

en
. Jack

so
n
 

and like-m
inded 

m
oderates pull the D

em
ocratic P

arty 
back tow

ard the cen
ter an

d
 reco

n
cile 

it w
ith

 b
o

th
 the 

K
en

n
ed

y
 leg

acy
 an

d
 

th
e realities o

f a d
an

g
ero

u
s w

o
rld

? I 
d

o
u

b
t it. 

E
x
p
erien

ce teach
es th

at 
w

hen a party transform
s itself into an 

id
ealo

g
ical v

eh
icle, an

d
 tru

e b
eliev

ers 
tak

e th
e w

h
eel, even an

 electio
n
 d

eb
a-

cle p
ro

d
u
ces o

n
ly

 a lim
ited

 co
rrectiv

e 
reactio

n
. In

 th
e atm

o
sp

h
ere created

 b
y
 

th
e W

aterg
ate affair an

d
 th

e co
llap

se 
o
f th

e N
ix

o
n
 p

resid
en

cy
, th

e M
cC

o
y
-

ern
ites are ap

t to
 b

e m
o
re self-rig

h
t-

eo
u
s an

d
 in

tran
sig

en
t th

an
 ev

er. A
n
d
 

m
o
re

 d
e
te

rm
in

e
d
 to

 re
g
a
rd

 JF
K

 a
s 

at least h
alf a villain.  

tno are still put off by the m
em

ory of 
K

en
n

ed
y

's sp
len

d
id

 fak
ery

, th
e arro

-
g
an

ce o
f h

is co
u
rtiers, an

d
 th

e tran
s-

parent im
provisation of bold initiatives 

th
at w

ere sw
iftly

 fo
rg

o
tten

. B
u

t w
e 

h
a
v

e
 e

n
d

u
re

d
 m

u
c
h

 w
o

rse
 in

 th
e
 

W
h

ite
 H

o
u

se
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 p

a
st fiv

e
 

y
ears. "S

ty
le" d

o
esn

't m
atter. W

h
at 

m
a
tte

rs c
ru

c
ia

lly
 is th

e
 c

o
re

 o
f th

e
 

K
ennedy legacy. 
T

h
at co

re is p
atrio

tism
. F

ro
m

 th
e 

first to
 the last of his thousand days in 

the p
resid

en
cy

, K
en

n
ed

y
 to

ld
 h

is fel-
lo

w
 citizen

s th
at A

m
erica w

as a good 
country w

hich could becom
e better. H

e 
expressed the faith they felt in them

-
selv

es, th
eir v

alu
es an

d
 th

eir id
eals. 

H
e called

 fo
r in

d
iv

id
u
al an

d
 n

atio
n
al 

sacrifice o
n
 b

eh
alf o

f th
o
se id

eals, an
d
 

th
is stru

ck
 a d

eep
 ch

o
rd

 am
o
n
g
 y

o
u
n
g
 

p
eo

p
le. T

h
ey

 w
ere also

 d
raw

n
 b

y
 h

is 
u
rg

in
g
 th

a
t th

e
 so

c
ie

ty
 p

u
rsu

e
 a

n
d
 

honor excellence. 
In

 th
e early

 1
9
6
0
s, w

e rem
ain

ed
 in

-
n
o
c
e
n
t o

f th
e
 su

p
p
o
se

d
 e

v
ils o

f 
"elitism

." O
rdinary citizens w

ere unof-. 
fe

n
d
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 id

e
a
 th

a
t th

e
y
 m

ig
h
t 

elect b
etter an

d
 ab

ler m
en

 to
 g

o
v
ern

 
th

e
m

. T
h
e
 re

ig
n
 o

f m
e
d
io

c
rity

 in
 

W
ashington since 1969 has done m

uch 
to

 resto
re th

e v
itality

 o
f th

e id
ea th

at 
so

m
e m

en
 are b

etter eq
u
ip

p
ed

 to
 g

o
v
-

e
rn

 th
a
n

 o
th

e
rs. T

h
e
re

 is n
o

th
in

g
 

w
ro

n
g

 w
ith

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t b
y

 "th
e b

est 
an

d
 

the brightest"—
provided 

th
eir 

qualities include character. 
John K

ennedy had character. T
heugh 

as q
u
ick

 to
 ex

p
lo

it an
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 o
r 

hedge a prom
ise as the next professional 

politician, he show
ed in m

any w
ays that 

he understood w
here politics ended and 

principled com
m

itm
ent began. T

he skep-
ticism

 that intellectuals found so attrac-
tive in him

 w
as accom

plished by an
 an

-
ch

o
red

 faith
 in

 lastin
g
 th

in
g
s—

fam
ily

, 
ch

u
rch

, frien
d
sh

ip
, d

u
ty

, lo
y
alty

 an
d
 

courage—
w

hich ordinary m
en and w

om
-

en
 reco

g
n
ized

 an
d
 ap

p
ro

v
ed

. W
h
en

 h
e 

assum
ed responsibility for a blunder—

the B
ay of P

igs is the classic instance—
h
e d

id
 so

 u
n
eq

u
iv

o
cally

, b
ecau

se lie 
knew

 it w
as right and necessary. 

A
n

 In
n

er S
tren

gth
 

C
O

N
T

R
A

R
Y

 T
O

 h
is rev

isio
n

ist crit-
ics, K

en
n
ed

y
 d

id
 n

o
t h

eat U
p
 the 

C
old W

ar to prove his virility. H
e ac-

cepted the reality of great-pow
er con-

flict, su
re to

 co
n
tin

u
e far b

ey
o
n
d
 h

is 
term

, an
d

 h
e th

erefo
re accep

ted
 th

e 
challenges, especially in C

entral E
u-

rope and in this hem
isphere, that w

ere 
his responsibility. A

lthough liberal ad-
m

irers h
av

e m
ad

e m
u

ch
 o

f K
en

n
ed

y
's 

sp
e
e
c
h
 a

t A
m

e
ric

a
n
 U

n
iv

e
rsity

 in
 

Ju
n

e, 1
9

6
3

, in
 w

h
ich

 h
e called

 o
n

 th
e 

S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 to

 sig
n
 th

e lim
ited

 test-
b
an

 treaty
 ad

d
 h

elp
 "m

ak
e th

e w
o
rld

 
safe fo

r d
iv

ersity
," h

e d
id

 n
o
t fo

resee 
an

 early
 o

r d
ram

atic "en
d
" to

 th
e C

o
ld

 
W

ar, b
u
t rath

er a p
ro

tracted
 test o

f 
1

1
. 



1
1
1
•
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
S

S
IM

I 

stru
ctiv

e erro
r, th

e escalatio
n

 o
f th

e 
A

m
erican

 p
resen

ce in
 In

d
o
ch

in
a. T

h
at 

w
a
s d

o
n
e
 in

 c
o
n
so

n
a
n
c
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

stan
d
ard

 lib
eral p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 th

e C
o
ld

 
W

ar (w
h
ich

, b
ecau

se it 
w

as 
liberal, 

o
ften

 h
ad

 to
 rep

resen
t itself as ev

en
 

to
u
g
h
er an

d
 m

o
re realistic th

an
 co

n
-

servative anti-com
m

unism
). 

H
o
w

ev
er, th

ere w
ere th

o
se w

ith
in

 
h
is ad

m
in

istratio
n
—

th
e th

en
 am

b
assa-

d
o
r to

 In
d
ia, Jo

h
n
 K

. G
alb

raith
, am

o
n
g
 

th
em

—
w

h
o
 w

arn
ed

 th
e y

o
u
n
g
 P

resi-
d
en

t o
f th

e m
o
rtal d

an
g
er in

 co
m

m
it-

tin
g
 A

m
erican

 p
o
w

er to
 a reactio

n
ary

 
d

ictato
rsh

ip
 in

 S
aig

o
n

. H
e6

, to
o

, K
en

-
n
ed

y
 listen

ed
 to

 h
is m

ilitary
 ad

v
isers 

W
h

o
 h

ad
 b

eg
u

n
 th

eir an
n

u
al sig

h
tin

g
 

o
f lig

h
t at th

e en
d

 o
f th

e V
ietn

am
ese 

tu
n
n
el. H

e w
as w

ro
n
g
 to

 d
o
 so

 
and 

h
is m

istak
e co

st th
is co

u
n
try

 an
d
 th

e 
V

ietn
am

ese an
d

 th
e w

o
rld

 q
u

ite d
ear. 

F
law

ed
 F

oreign
 P

olicy 

Y
ET I B

E
L

IE
V

E
 th

at K
en

n
ed

y
, h

ad
 

 h
e
 liv

e
d
, 'w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 re

v
e
rse

d
 

h
is co

u
rse. I h

av
e n

o
 h

isto
rical ev

i-
d
e
n
c
e
 o

n
 th

is c
o
u
n
t. R

a
th

e
r, I b

a
se

 
m

y
self o

n
 h

is reactio
n

 to
 th

e B
ay

 o
f 

P
ig

s. Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as a m
an

 w
h
o
 

co
u
ld

 learn
 fro

m
 h

is d
isasters (u

n
lik

e 
b
o
th

 N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 L

y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

h
o
 

co
m

p
o
u
n
d
 th

em
 b

y
 p

reten
d
in

g
 th

ey
 d

o
 

n
o

t ex
ist). 

It is o
n

 th
e b

asis o
f th

is asp
ect o

f 
h

is p
erso

n
ality

 th
at I am

 co
n
v

in
ced

 
th

at h
e w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

av
e • in

d
efin

itely
 

g
o
n
e o

n
 escalatin

g
 th

e w
ar in

 V
iet-

n
am

. K
en

n
ed

y
 ch

an
g
ed

 in
 o

ffice—
a 

q
u
ality

 sin
g
u
larly

 lack
in

g
 in

 b
o
th

 h
is 

successors. 
If I am

 th
u
s at least u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 

w
ith

 reg
ard

 to
 h

is tw
o
 m

o
st d

ram
atic 

failu
res, I d

o
 n

o
t sh

are th
e co

n
v
en

-
tio

n
al ju

d
g

m
en

t th
at th

e C
u

b
an

 m
is-

sile crisis w
as h

is fin
est h

o
u
r. T

h
at 

th
is terrify

in
g
 ep

iso
d
e w

as h
an

d
led

 
w

ith
 sk

ill an
d
 g

reat co
o
ln

ess is o
b
-

v
io

u
s. B

u
t th

at it to
o
k
 p

lace at all is 
proof of how

 flaw
ed our foreign policy 

—
K

en
n

ed
y

's an
d

 E
isen

h
o

w
er's an

d
 

T
rum

an's—
w

as. 

L
I C

a
l L

,Y
 a

n
 c

h
tew

er L
V

 
L

ilt L
A

IIJ
.1

1
 1

1
1
1
5
 

sale crisis. T
h
e P

resid
en

t learn
ed

. 

C
au

tiou
s M

oves 

O
N

 D
O

M
E

S
T

IC
 issues, 

th
e cru

cial 
 q

u
e
stio

n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 

y
eah

 w
as civ

il rig
h

ts. In
 1

9
6

0
, th

ere 
h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 th

e
 sit-in

s; in
 1

9
6
1
, th

e
 

F
re

e
d

o
m

 R
id

e
s. D

u
rin

g
 th

e
 1

9
6

0
 

p
rim

ary
 cam

p
aig

n
, K

en
n

ed
y

 h
ad

 b
een

 
th

e first (an
d
 o

n
ly

) D
em

o
cratic h

o
p
e-

fu
l to

 
m

ake 
p
erso

n
al co

n
tact w

ith
 

M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g

 Jr., an
d

 d
u

rin
g

 
th

e g
en

eral electio
n
 h

e b
ad

 m
ad

e h
is 

fam
ous in

terv
en

tio
n

 to
 h

elp
 g

et K
in

g
 

o
u

t o
f jail. 

B
u
t b

etw
een

 1
9
6
0
 an

d
 th

e M
arch

 o
n
 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 d
f 1

9
6

3
, h

e m
o

v
ed

 m
o

st 
cau

tio
u
sly

 In
 th

is area. T
h
ere w

ere th
e 

confrontations in the schoolhouse door 
an

d
 su

p
p

o
rt fro

m
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
art-

m
en

t, u
n

d
er R

o
b

ert K
en

n
ed

y
, fo

r th
e 

F
reed

o
m

 R
id

ers. B
u

t th
ere 

w
as 

not 
th

at "stro
k
e o

f th
e p

en
" w

h
ich

 K
en

-
n

ed
y

 h
ad

 said
 w

o
u

ld
 -allo

w
 th

e R
iv

al-
d

en
t to

 p
u

t all th
e p

o
w

er o
f th

e fed
eral 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t b
eh

in
d
 th

e d
riv

e fo
r ra-

cial equality, 
K

en
n
ed

y
's arg

u
m

en
t in

 d
efen

se o
f 

h
is m

o
d

eratio
n

 
w

as 
th

a
t h

is h
a
n
d
s 

w
ere tied

 b
y

 th
e D

ix
iecrats an

d
 th

eir 
R

ep
u

b
lican

 co
n

g
ressio

n
al allies. T

h
at, 

I am
 su

re, w
as an

 elem
en

t in
 h

is co
n

-
d

u
c
t, y

e
t it d

o
e
s n

o
t a

lte
r th

e
 fa

c
t 

th
at h

e resp
o

n
d

ed
 m

u
ch

 to
o

 slo
w

ly
 in

 
1
9
6
1
 an

d
 1

9
6
2
 to

 th
e m

o
st d

ecisiv
e 

m
o
ral an

d
 p

o
litical issu

e o
f th

e d
ec-

ade. 
In

 1
9

6
3

, h
o

w
ev

er, th
e P

resid
en

t b
e-

g
a
n
 to

 m
o
v
e
. In

 re
sp

o
n
se

 to
 K

in
g
's 

stru
g

g
le in

 B
irm

in
g

h
am

, th
e W

h
ite 

H
o

u
se b

ecam
e m

u
ch

 m
o

re p
o

sitiv
e 

an
d

 in
 A

u
g

u
st, 1

9
6

3
, w

h
en

 th
e d

eleg
a-

tio
n
 fro

m
 th

e M
arch

 o
n

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 
cam

e to
 K

en
n
ed

y
, h

e w
as p

rep
ared

 to
 

m
o

v
e o

n
 a fair em

p
lo

y
m

en
t p

ractices 
provision in the upcom

ing C
ivil R

ights 
A

ct. 
In

 all o
f th

is th
ere w

as, T
 th

in
k

, a 
co

n
sid

erab
le am

o
u

n
t o

f learn
in

g
 g

o
in

g
 

o
n
. R

o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 

b
een

 
tru

ly
 

sh
o

ck
ed

 w
h

en
 h

e m
et w

ith
 a g

ro
u

p
 o

f 
b

lack
 activ

ists an
d

 in
tellectu

als an
d

 

--- -- 
p
er cen

t, b
u
t h

e clearly
 w

as th
e m

an
 

w
h
o
 b

eg
an

 th
e eco

n
o
m

ic ed
u
catio

n
 o

f 
th

e A
m

erican
 p

eo
p
le an

d
 w

h
o
 laid

 th
e 

fo
u

n
d

atio
n

 fo
r L

y
n

d
o

n
 Jo

h
n

so
n

's fu
ll 

em
ploym

ent policy. 
S

till, ev
en

 th
at acco

m
p
lish

m
en

t h
ad

 
its lim

itatio
n

s, alm
o

st all o
f th

em
 in

-
p
o
sed

 b
y
 p

o
litical co

n
strain

ts. K
en

-
n

ed
y

 h
ad

 o
p

ted
 to

 stim
u

late th
e eco

n
-

o
m

y
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a

 ta
x
 c

u
t ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 so

cial sp
en

d
in

g
, even

 though 
G

eo
rg

e 'M
ean

t', W
alter R

eu
th

er an
d
 

o
th

er trad
e u

n
io

n
ists w

an
ted

 h
im

 to
 

tak
e th

e latter co
u
rse. 

A
s a resu

lt, th
e tax

 cu
ts w

h
ich

 h
e 

in
itiated

, an
d
 P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n

so
n

 car-
ried

 o
u
t, "d

isp
ro

p
o
rtio

n
ately

 fav
o
red

 
th

e rich
 an

d
 th

e co
rp

o
ratio

n
s. K

en
. 

n
ed

y
, A

rth
u
r S

ch
lesin

g
er h

as w
ritten

, 
in

ten
d
ed

 to
 tak

e th
e so

cial sp
en

d
in

g
 

ro
u

te
 in

 h
is se

c
o

n
d

 te
rm

 w
h

e
n

 h
e
 

th
o

u
g

h
t h

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e m

u
ch

 stro
n

g
er 

p
o

litically
. T

h
e assassin

 p
u

t an
 en

d
 to

 
th

at h
o
p
e. 

In
 an

o
th

er area, p
u
ttin

g
 a m

an
 o

n
 

th
e m

o
o
n
, alm

o
st all lib

erals an
d
 left-

ists w
o
u
ld

 criticize, if n
o
t co

n
d
em

n
, 

K
ennedy. I do not. 
F

irst o
f all, it is g

lib
ly

 assu
m

ed
 th

at 
th

e m
o

n
ies sp

en
t o

n
 sp

ace tech
n

o
lo

g
y

 
co

u
ld

 easily
 b

e tran
sferred

 to
, say

, th
e 

stru
g

g
le ag

ain
st p

o
v

erty
 an

d
 u

rb
an

 
d
ecay

. In
 fact, th

at is n
o
t th

e case. 
S

eco
n
d
ly

, I b
eliev

e th
ere is an

 im
-

p
erativ

e fo
r m

an
k
in

d
 to

 liv
e u

p
 to

 its 
fu

llest p
o

ten
tial, to

 m
o

v
e fo

rw
ard

, to
 

p
e
n
e
tra

te
 th

e
 u

n
k
n
o
w

n
. O

n
e
 m

a
y
 

a
rg

u
e
 o

n
 th

e
 d

e
ta

ils o
f h

o
w

 th
a
t is 

g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e d

o
n
e, fo

r in
stan

ce m
ak

in
g
 

th
e
 c

a
se

 fo
r u

n
m

a
n

n
e
d

 ra
th

e
r th

a
n

 
m

an
n

ed
 ex

p
lo

ratio
n

. B
u

t sin
ce W

e 
h

av
e th

e reso
u

rces b
o

th
 to

 g
o

 to
 th

e 
m

o
o

n
 an

d
 to

 co
p

e w
ith

 th
e earth

, I 
am

 g
lad

 th
at Jo

h
n

 K
en

n
ed

y
 p

o
sed

 h
is 

so
m

ew
h

at ro
m

an
tic, b

u
t y

et fu
n

d
a-

m
ental, challenge to space. S

om
etim

es 
in

 th
e n

o
t to

o
 d

istan
t fu

tu
re 1

 su
sp

ect 
w

e w
ill learn

 th
at it w

as a n
ecessary

 
g
am

b
le, o

n
e th

at w
ill b

en
efit g

en
era-

tio
n

s y
et to

 co
m

e. 
B

u
t fin

ally
, I can

n
o

t co
n

clu
d

e 
m

y  

co
u

ld
 g

ro
w

 in
 o

ffice, w
h

o
 co

u
ld

 learn
 

fro
m

 th
e B

ay
 o

f P
ig

s an
d

 th
e m

issile 
crisis, w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 co
m

e to
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 

th
at w

e h
ad

 to
 m

o
v

e d
ecisiv

ely
 as a 

n
atio

n
 in

 resp
o
n
se to

 th
e ju

st d
em

an
d
s 

o
f b

lack
 A

m
erica, th

e m
o

o
d

, th
e p

o
lit-

ical atm
o

sp
h

ere o
f th

ese U
n

ited
 S

tates 
ch

an
g

ed
 in

 Jan
u

ary
, 1

9
6

1
, It w

as th
at 

in
tan

g
ib

le w
h

ich
 w

as p
erh

ap
s m

o
st 

im
p
o
rtan

t. 
H

ad 
K

en
n

ed
y

 liv
ed

, th
ere w

o
u

ld
 

h
av

e b
een

 m
u
ch

 m
o
re th

at w
as sp

e-
cific an

d
 co

n
crete in

 term
s o

f leg
isla-

tio
n
 en

acted
. A

n
d
 p

erh
ap

s w
h
at m

ak
es 

o
n
e so

 sad
 o

n
 th

e 1
0
th

 an
n
iv

ersary
 o

f 
D

allas is th
e sen

se o
f th

e p
ro

m
ise th

at 
w

as n
o

t p
erm

itted
 to

 fu
lfill itself. 

T
he rich young senator from

 H
arvard 

w
e
n
t to

 W
e
st V

irg
in

ia
 in

 th
e
 1

9
6
0
 

p
rim

ary
 an

d
 saw

 th
e p

o
o

r th
ere as h

e 
h
ad

 n
ev

er seen
 th

em
 b

efo
re. H

e b
e,  

cam
e P

resid
en

t, b
u
t h

e d
id

 n
o
t fo

rg
et. 

T
h
en

, in
 1

9
6
3
, h

e realized
 th

at h
e 

h
ad

 n
o
t y

et acted
 o

n
 th

e co
n
v
ictio

n
s 

w
h

ich
 g

rew
 o

u
t o

f th
at W

est V
irg

in
ia 

ex
p
erien

ce. A
n
d
 so

 h
e set p

eo
p
le to

 
w

o
rk

 In
 h

is ad
m

in
istratio

n
 to

 p
rep

are 
an

 assau
lt o

n
 p

o
v
erty

. T
h
ey

 h
ad

 n
o
t 

fin
ish

ed
 th

eir p
relim

in
ary

 rep
o

rt b
y

 
N

ov. 22, 1963. L
ike go m

uch else, that 
w

as so
m

eth
in

g
 h

e w
as o

n
ly

 allo
w

ed
 

to
 b

eg
in

. 
I d

o
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 sen
tim

en
talize th

e 
m

em
o
ry

 o
f Jo

h
n
 P

. K
en

n
ed

y
. T

h
at 

m
ig

h
t m

a
k

e
 It b

u
rn

 b
rig

h
te

r fo
r a 

m
o

m
en

t o
r tw

o
, b

u
t it w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t p

ro
-

teet, it fro
m

 th
e m

erciless scru
tin

y
 o

f 
h
isto

ry
. I o

n
ly

 w
an

t to
 m

ak
e m

y
 m

o
d
-

est, m
ajo

r claim
 o

n
 b

eh
alf o

f h
is p

resi-
dency. H

e d
id

 n
o

t tran
sfo

rm
 A

m
erica; 

h
e left m

o
st o

f its p
ro

b
lem

s u
n

so
lv

ed
; 

he com
m

itted som
e egregious errors. 

B
ut he learned, he changed, he grew

. 
H

is leg
acy

 is n
o
t so

 m
u
ch

 a p
ro

g
ram

 
o

r a leg
islativ

e sh
o

p
p

in
g

 list. It is th
at, 

h
a
m

p
e
re

d
 b

y
 se

v
e
re

 p
o

litic
a
l c

o
n

-
strain

ts, h
e d

id
 g

et th
e n

atio
n
 m

o
v
in

g
 

again. N
ot far enough, but m

oving. T
he 

c
o
u
n
try

 w
a
s b

e
tte

r w
h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s 

cru
elly

 assassin
ated

 th
an

 o
n
 th

e d
ay

 
h

e to
o

k
 th

e o
ath

 o
f o

ffice.  

o
f th

e N
ix

o
n

 p
resid

en
cy

, th
e M

eG
o

v
-

ern
ites are ap

t to
 b

e m
o

re self-rig
h

t-
eo

u
s an

d
 in

tran
sig

en
t th

an
 ev

er. A
n

d
 

m
o

re
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
d

 to
 re

g
a
rd

 JF
K

 a
s 

at least h
alf a v

illain
. 

T
h

e relev
an

t ex
p

erien
ce w

ith
 id

eo
-

logical binges, of course, is R
epublican, 

v
in

tag
e 1

9
6
4
. In

 sp
ite o

f th
eir ch

am
p
-

io
n
's cru

sh
in

g
 d

efeat, S
en

. B
arry

 1
1
1
. 

G
o
ld

w
ater's fo

llo
w

ers, tru
e b

eliev
ers 

an
d

 th
erefo

re retu
rn

in
g

 d
eleg

ates, h
eld

 
the decisive pow

er at the 1968 R
epubli-

can
 co

n
v
en

tio
n
. O

n
 o

rd
ers fro

m
 G

o
ld

-
w

ater, S
trom

 T
hurm

ond and other con-
se

rv
a
tiv

e
 le

a
d

e
rs, th

e
se

 d
e
le

g
a
te

s 
treo

p
ed

 u
n
en

th
u
siastically

 to
 th

e b
an

-
ner of R

ichard M
. N

ixon, w
hom

 m
any 

o
f th

em
 h

ad
 n

ev
er tru

sted
. N

o
w

, to
o
 

latel sen
io

r R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
n
serv

ativ
es 

have acknow
ledged the N

ixon betrayal 
and are m

oving tow
ard a confrontation 

w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t, b
efo

re h
e carries 

the R
epublican P

arty over the-brink to 
ru

in
. 

T
h

e V
ital C

ore 

W
H

A
T

 T
H

E
 N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 

 h
a
s d

o
n

e
, a

m
o

n
g

 m
a
n

y
 o

th
e
r 

th
in

g
s, is to

 d
estro

y
 th

e n
ew

 R
ep

u
b
li-

can
 "p

ast" ev
en

 b
efo

re it co
u

ld
 b

e re-
co

rd
ed

 in
 th

e h
isto

ry
 b

o
o
k
s. F

u
tu

re 
G

O
P

 o
rato

rs w
ill n

o
t p

o
in

t w
ith

 p
rid

e 
to

 th
ese y

ears. W
h

ere th
eir im

m
ed

iate 
p
o
litical h

eritag
e sh

o
u
ld

 b
e, R

ep
u
b
li-

cans w
ill face a void. 

T
o
 b

e th
u
s d

ep
riv

ed
 is in

to
lerab

le to
 

co
n

serv
ativ

es, w
h

o
se n

atu
ral h

o
m

e is 
y

esterd
ay

. B
u

t w
h

ere can
 th

ey
 -tu

rn
? 

C
ertain

ly
 n

o
t all th

e w
ay

 b
ack

 to
 E

i-
sen

h
o
w

er, fo
r th

at w
as lo

n
g
 ag

o
 an

d
, 

b
e
sid

e
s, Ik

e
 h

a
d
 a

 ru
n
n
in

g
-m

a
te

. 
W

h
ere th

en
? R

ep
u
b
lican

s are rath
er 

sh
am

eless b
o
rro

w
ers o

f D
em

o
cratic 

id
eas an

d
 p

ro
g

ram
s after th

ey
 h

av
e

—
aged. W

hy not co-opt a P
resident seem

-
in

g
ly

 u
n

w
elco

m
e in

 h
is o

w
n

 p
arty

? It 
is en

tirely
 co

n
ceiv

ab
le to

 m
e th

at R
e-

publicans in the future w
ill avail them

-
selv

es o
f w

h
at n

o
w

 seem
s a free-flo

at-
ing resource—

the K
enney legacy. 

N
o
t all o

f it, to
 b

e su
re, an

d
 n

o
t u

n
-

d
er th

e o
ld

 lab
els. Q

u
ite ap

art fro
m

 

S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
 to

 sig
n

 th
e lim

ited
 test. 

b
an

 treaty
 ad

d
 h

elp
 "m

ak
e th

e w
o
rld

 
safe fo

r d
iv

ersity
," h

e d
id

 n
o

t fo
resee 

an
 early

 o
r d

ram
atic "en

d
" to

 th
e C

o
ld

 
W

ar, b
u

t rath
er a p

ro
tracted

 test o
f 

w
ills w

h
ich

 m
ig

h
t g

rad
u

ally
 y

ield
 to

 
acco

m
m

o
d
atio

n
. Ju

st 1
6
 d

ay
s after h

is 
disarm

am
ent speech, K

ennedy stood at 
th

e W
all in

 B
erlin

 an
d

 p
ro

claim
ed

 h
is 

so
lid

atity
 w

ith
 th

e B
erlin

ers an
d
 h

is 
d
ed

icatio
n
 to

 "th
e ad

v
an

ce o
f freed

o
m

 
everyw

here." 
S

u
ch

 rh
eto

ric carried
 w

eig
h
t in

 th
at 

era b
ecau

se w
e p

o
ssessed

 th
e stren

g
th

 
to

 m
atch

 o
u
r o

b
lig

atio
n
s. K

en
n
ed

y
 in

-
h

erited
 u

n
q

u
estio

n
ed

 m
ilitary

 S
u

p
eri-

o
rity

--th
e "m

issile g
ap

" h
e h

ad
 cam

-
p
aig

n
ed

 ag
ain

st clo
sed

 alm
o
st as so

o
n
 

as h
e en

tered
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. tie 

h
eed

ed
 th

e 
advice 

o
f W

alter H
eller 

an
d

 ad
o

p
ted

 tax
 an

d
 fiscal p

o
licies 

th
at stim

u
lated

 th
e slu

g
g

ish
 eco

n
o

m
y

. 
M

o
st o

f all, o
u

r so
ciety

 felt an
 in

n
er 

strength and confidence. 
In

 rem
ark

s p
rep

ared
 fo

r d
eliv

ery
 in

 
D

allas on N
ov. 22, 1963, K

ennedy w
as 

in
 a p

o
sitio

n
 to

 say
- " 	

A
m

erica to- 
d

ay
 is stro

n
g

er th
an

 ev
er b

efo
re. O

u
r 

ad
v
ersaries h

av
e n

o
t ab

an
d
o
n
ed

 th
eir 

am
bitions, our dangers have not dim

in-
ish

ed
, o

u
r v

ig
ilan

ce can
n

o
t b

e relax
ed

. 
B

u
t n

o
w

 w
e h

av
e th

e m
ilitary

, th
e sci-

en
tific an

d
 th

e eco
n
o
m

ic stren
g
th

 to
 

do w
hatever m

ust be done for the pres-
ervation and prom

otion of freedom
." 

T
his is no longer true, Indeed, A

m
er-

ica to
d

ay
 is w

eak
er an

d
 m

o
re v

u
ln

era-
ble than ever before. O

ur political sys-
tem

 has been subverted, not by foreign 
en

em
ies, b

u
t b

y
 

w
eak, co

rru
p
t m

en
 

w
ho cam

e to pow
er barren of unselfish 

p
u

rp
o

se. Id
ealism

 h
as v

an
ish

ed
 fro

m
 

p
u
b
lic life, an

d
 th

e p
eo

p
le reg

ard
 all 

politicians w
ith distrust. 

T
h
e
re

 is n
o
 "

c
o
n
se

rv
a
tiv

e
"
 o

r 
lib

eral" rem
ed

y
 fo

r th
is sick

n
ess o

f 
th

e n
atio

n
al sp

irit T
h
e cu

re w
ill co

m
e 

fro
m

 h
o

n
est, tru

th
fu

l lead
ersh

ip
 th

at 
sum

m
ons the best in us—

as w
e rem

em
-

ber John K
ennedy once did. H

is legacy 
aw

aits the leader w
ho can claim

 it. 



Steel C
risis 

T
roops sent to 

B
irm

ingham
 

C
onstruction 

of B
erlin W

all 

trio 
o. 
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- T
H

E
 W

A
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H
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G
T

O
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T
ribal L

oya IV
 Is A

live and W
aiting 

B
y W

illiam
 G

reider 
C

reider is a national reporter for T
he 

1V
ashington P

ost. 

T
H

E
 S

U
R

V
IV

O
R

S
 are scattered

 n
o

w
, 

y
et m

y
sterio

u
sly

 th
e b

o
n
d
 am

o
n
g
 

th
em

 liv
es -o

n
, lik

e an
 u

n
seen

 im
p
rin

t 
o
f trib

al lo
y
alty

, a ch
em

ical seal th
at 

m
arks 'so m

any as K
ennedy m

en. 
W

hatever it w
as, w

hatever held peo-
p
le so

 clo
se to

 K
en

n
ed

y
, to

 th
e K

en
-

n
ed

y
 b

ro
th

ers an
d
 to

 h
is fam

ily
, to

 th
e 

id
ea o

f an
o

th
er K

en
n

ed
y

 cam
p

aig
n

, 
w

hatever it w
as, it is still alive. 

"I th
in

k
 it h

an
g
s o

n
," said

 Jo
h
n
 S

ieg
-

en
th

aler, o
n
e o

f th
o
se m

en
 w

h
o
 w

as 
clo

se, w
h
o
, lik

e th
e rest o

f th
em

, h
as 

tro
u
b
le d

efin
in

g
 it. "M

ay
b
e if th

ey
 

h
ad

n
't d

ied
 th

e w
ay they died, m

aybe 
w

e w
ouldn't feel the w

ay w
e do. M

aybe 
th

a
t m

a
d

e
 u

s re
a
liz

e
 o

u
r lo

se
 B

u
t I 

d
o
n
't th

in
k
 so

. I th
in

k
 it w

as real an
d
 I 

th
in

k
 it's still th

ere." 
F

red D
utton, w

ho served under John 
F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 b

u
t w

as clo
ser to

 R
o
b
ert, 

is m
o

re an
aly

tical: "T
h

ere's a ch
em

is-
try

, a little b
it o

f m
y

stery
, an

 aw
fu

l lo
t 

of anim
alism

." 
It h

as to
 d

o
, h

e th
in

k
s, w

ith
 th

e tim
-

b
re o

f th
eir v

o
ices, th

e g
ait an

d
 m

an
-

n
er, th

e em
o
tio

n
al v

ib
ratio

n
s, m

o
re 

th
an

 th
e issu

es an
d

 id
eas. 

L
aw

ren
ce F

. O
'B

rien
, fo

rm
er p

o
st-

m
aster general, form

er D
em

ocratic na-
tio

n
al ch

airm
an

, still b
est k

n
o

w
n

 as 
JF

K
's co

n
g
ressio

n
al lo

b
b

y
ist, search

es 
for an anecdote to explain. 

"T
h

e
 in

fo
rm

a
lity

 o
f it, m

y
 G

o
d

," 
O

'B
rien said, thinking back to the K

en-
n
e
d
y
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

, m
in

d
fu

l o
f th

e
 

present one. "W
e sort of all w

ent to the 
startin

g
 lin

e to
g

eth
er. I rem

em
b

er th
e 

first d
a
y
 w

e
 w

e
n
t in

to
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u

se, w
e d

id
n

't h
av

e an
y

 o
ffice as-

-sig
n

m
en

ts o
r an

y
th

in
g

 lik
e th

at. W
e 

so
rt o

f w
en

t aro
u

n
d

 an
d

 w
h

ere y
o

u
 p

u
t 

ro
u

e p
ap

ers d
o

w
n

, th
at w

as y
o

u
r o

f-
fice. T

h
at w

as th
e p

resid
en

cy
. B

u
t, m

y
 

G
od, it looks pretty good now

." 

N
o
w

 all th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 an

ecd
o
tes are 

jum
bled together, personal experiences 

w
h
ich

 im
p
erfectly

 ex
p
ress th

e essen
ce 

o
f tw

o
 b

ro
th

ers d
ead

, q
u
alities w

h
ich

 
p

eo
p

le see ech
o

ed
 in

 th
e th

ird
 b

ro
th

er, 
th

e last K
en

n
ed

y
. 

T
h
ere w

as th
e o

p
en

n
ess o

f th
e O

v
al 

O
ffice w

h
en

 JF
K

 w
as P

resid
en

t o
r th

e 
sh

irt-sleev
es arg

u
m

en
ts at th

e Ju
stice 

D
ep

artm
en

t th
rash

in
g
 o

u
t crisis strat-

egy for B
ob K

ennedy or the droll, self-
d

ep
recatin

g
 h

u
m

o
r o

f all th
ree, w

ith
 

a
 b

it o
f a

n
 Irish

 c
u
rl a

im
e
d
 a

t th
e
 

listen
er. 

"T
h

ere n
ev

er w
as an

y
 fo

rm
al talk

 o
r 

stag
e talk

 o
r B

S
," said Jo

h
n
 N

o
lan

, a 
law

y
er w

h
o
 serv

ed
 as R

F
K

's ad
m

in
is-

trativ
e assistan

t at Ju
stice. 

"I th
in

k
," sa

id
 S

ie
g
e
n
th

a
le

r, n
o
w

 
p
u
b
lish

er o
f th

e N
ash

v
ille T

en
n
essean

, 
"th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 a sen
se o

f secu
rity

, a 
self-co

n
fid

en
ce th

at m
ad

e it p
o
ssib

le 
fo

r th
e
m

 n
e
v

e
r to

 b
e
 th

re
a
te

n
e
d

 b
y

 
a
n
y
 -p

o
in

t o
f v

ie
w

 o
r d

isse
n
tin

g
 

opinion." 
In

 an
y

 case, th
e'K

en
n

ed
y

 sen
tim

en
t 

h
as su

rv
iv

ed
 th

e y
ears, all o

f th
e trag

-
edies from

 D
allas to C

happaquiddick. It 
ex

ists to
d

ay
 as a p

o
litical g

iv
en

, a res-
erv

o
ir o

f talen
t, Id

eas an
d
 g

o
o
d
w

ill 
av

ailab
le to

 E
d
w

ard
 M

. K
en

n
ed

y
, a 

com
m

odity beyond m
easurem

ent. 
If th

e
 b

a
n

n
e
r w

e
re

 ra
ise

d
 a

g
a
in

, 
m

ost of those m
en w

ould be m
arching. 

T
h

ey
 aw

ait th
at p

o
ssib

ility
 w

ith
 th

e 
m

ix
ed

 feelin
g
s o

f d
read

 an
d
 n

o
stalg

ia, 
th

e sam
e fatalism

 w
h
ich

 is p
art o

f th
at 

fam
ily

's m
y
stiq

u
e. 

N
ew

 and O
ld F

aces 
w

H
A

T
 IS

 IT
 w

o
rth

?
 W

e
ll, p

la
in

ly
, 

V
IV

 it w
ill b

e an
 im

p
ed

im
en

t to
 th

e 
am

b
itio

n
s o

f D
em

o
cratic riv

als, a feel-
ing that K

ennedy m
en w

ould p
refer to

 

w
ait, th

at co
m

m
itm

en
ts are im

p
o
ssib

le 
u
n
til o

n
e k

n
o
w

s w
h
eth

er th
ere w

ill b
e 

another K
ennedy cam

paign. 
O

r are th
ey

 p
asse? A

re th
ey

 m
erely

 
lo

o
k

in
g

 b
ack

w
ard

 to
w

ard
 a 'lo

st b
ril-

lia
n
c
e
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
 fu

tu
re

 b
e
lo

n
g
s to

 
y
o
u
n
g
er p

eo
p
le? T

h
e o

ld
 h

an
d
s ask

 
that question them

selves. 
P

art o
f th

e an
S

w
er is th

at, y
es, th

ere 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

ew
 faces in

 fro
n

t, en
erg

etic 
y

o
u

n
g

 activ
ists an

d
 id

ea m
en

 w
h

o
 are 

n
o
t w

ell k
n
o
w

n
 n

o
w

. B
u
t if T

ed
 K

en
-

n
ed

y
 is lik

e h
it b

ro
th

ers—
an

d
 h

e is—
h

e w
o

u
ld

 also
 d

raw
 fro

m
 th

e circles o
f 

friendship and cap
ab

ilities w
h

ich
 first 

w
ere form

ed around his tw
o b

roth
ers. 

W
hen yO

u talk about K
en

n
ed

y
 m

en
 

(an
d
 th

ere w
ere n

o
 w

o
m

en
 in

 th
e in

n
er 

circle ex
cep

t, o
f co

u
rse, fo

r th
e sisters 

a
n

d
 w

iv
e
s), th

e
re

 w
e
re

 re
a
lly

 th
re

e
 

g
en

eratio
n
s o

v
er th

e last 1
5
 y

ears—
th

o
se fro

m
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 Ju

s-
tice an

d
 o

th
er k

ey
 p

o
sts o

f th
e K

en
-

n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
, a seco

n
d
 w

av
e o

f 
y

o
u

n
g

er m
en

 w
h

o
 w

ere d
raw

n
 to

 S
en. 

R
obert E

. K
en

n
ed

y
's staff an

d
 h

is fatal 
presidential cam

paign of 1968, a th
ird

 
n
u
cleu

s o
f talen

t g
ro

u
p
ed

 aro
u
n
d
 S

en
. 

E
dw

ard M
. K

ennedy. 
T

ed
d

y
 K

en
n

ed
y

 in
h

erits all th
ree. 

R
ichard G

oodw
in, w

ho w
rote P

resident 
K

e
n
n
e
d
y
's "A

llia
n
c
e
 fo

r P
ro

g
re

ss" 
sp

eech
, w

h
o
 w

ro
te th

e first cam
p
aig

n
 

rhetoric for B
obby in 1968, w

as in har-
n
e
ss a

g
a
in

 fo
r T

e
d
d
y
 th

is su
m

m
e
r, 

drafting th
e carefu

lly
 b

alan
ced

 p
ro

se 
fo

r K
en

n
ed

y
's A

lab
am

a ap
p
earan

ce 
w

ith
 G

eo
rg

e W
allace. 

B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all, n

o
w

 a d
ean

 o
f Y

ale 
L

aw
 S

ch
o
o
l, o

n
ce th

e ch
ief civ

il rig
h
ts 

law
y
er fo

r th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istra-
tio

n
, is a clo

se frien
d

 an
d

 co
u

n
selo

r to
 

T
ed

d
y
. T

ed
 S

o
ren

sen
, th

e
-  co

rp
o
rate 

law
y

er w
h

o
 u

sed
 to

 p
ro

v
id

e cad
en

ce  

fo
r JF

K
 sp

eech
es, is freq

u
en

tly
 co

n
-

su
lted

. S
o
 are S

ieg
en

th
aler an

d
Jo

h
n
 

D
o
u
g
las, a C

o
v
in

g
to

n
 &

 B
u
rlin

g
 

law
y
er w

h
o
 b

ead
ed

 th
e civ

il d
iv

isio
n
 

at Ju
stice. 	

- 

Id
eas an

d
 E

xp
erien

ce 

B
E

Y
O

N
D

 T
H

E
M

, th
e circle w

id
en

s 
 to

 m
o
re casu

al ties, F
red

 D
u
tto

n
, 

w
h

o
 p

lay
ed

 strateg
ist an

d
 alter eg

o
 fo

r 
R

F
K

 in
 '6

8
; F

ran
k
 M

an
k
iew

icz, w
h
o
 

w
as 

B
o

b
b

y
's p

ress secretary
; P

ierre 
S

alinger, w
ho w

as P
resident len

n
ed

y
's 

press secretary
—

the senator sees them
 

n
o

w
 an

d
 th

en
. A

d
am

 
W

alinsky, 
w

ho 
w

ro
te sp

eech
es fo

r R
F

K
, rin

g
s in

 w
ith

 
an

 id
ea ev

ery
 so

 o
ften

; so
 d

o
es P

eter 
E

d
elm

an
, B

o
b
b
y
's 

adm
inistrative as-

sistant, n
o
w

 d
ean

 o
f stu

d
en

ts at th
e 

U
niversity of M

assachusetts. 
T

h
ese few

 n
am

es o
n
ly

 su
g
g
est th

e 
m

u
ch

 larg
er p

o
o

l o
f co

u
n

sel w
h

ich
 is 

av
ailab

le o
r w

o
u

ld
 b

e if th
ere w

ere a 
K

en
n
ed

y
 cam

p
aig

n
. S

o
m

e are strictly
 

id
ea m

en
, so

m
e h

av
e th

e k
in

d
 o

f g
ritty

 
ex

p
erien

ce w
h
ich

 o
n
ly

 co
m

es 
from

 
w

inning a prim
ary. 

B
u
t th

e trib
al chem

istry ex
ten

d
s far 

beyond the close circle. In W
ashington, 

d
o
zen

s o
f g

u
y
s w

alk
 aro

u
n
d
 w

earin
g
 

the K
ennedy crest—

the P
T

-109 tieclasp 
—

w
h
o
 n

ev
er m

et eith
er o

f th
e d

ead
 

K
ennedys, ex

cep
t p

erh
ap

s in
 recep

tio
n
 

lin
e q

r a cro
w

d
ed

 staff m
eetin

g
. T

h
ey

 
are, n

o
n
eth

eless, to
u
ch

ed
 b

y
 th

e sam
e 

sense of loyalty, perhaps m
ore fiercely 

b
ecau

se it is slig
h

tly
 fak

e. 

A
 S

ou
th

ern
 C

on
vert 

N
D

 B
E

Y
O

N
D

 th
em

, th
ere are m

en
 

..f_i
 
 an
d
 w

o
m

en
 all o

v
er th

e co
u
n
try

 
w

ho w
orked in one of those cam

paigns, 
w

h
o
 also

 th
in

k
 o

f th
em

selv
es as K

en
-

nedy people. 
"1

 u
sed

 to
 trav

el a lo
t w

ith
 B

ob K
en- 

*
 

n
ed

y an
d

 w
e w

o
u

ld
 m

eet th
em

 every: 
w

h
e
re

," Jo
h
n
 N

o
la

n
' re

m
e
m

b
e
re

d
. 

"T
h

e
y

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a
v

e
 a

 tie
p

in
 o

r th
e
ir 

m
o
th

er w
o
u
ld

 
h
a
ve 

P
resid

en
t K

en
-

nedy's picture on the w
all. A

fter the as-
sassin

atio
n
, th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 alw
ay

s tell y
o
u
 

w
h
ere th

ey
 w

ere w
h
en

 it 
happened. 

Y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

 m
eet th

ese p
eo

p
le an

d
, it's 

tru
e, th

ey
 w

ere as m
u
ch

 K
en

n
ed

y
 p

eo
-

p
le as y

o
u

 w
ere in

 term
s o

f feelin
g

s." 
John S

iegenthaler, w
ho trav

eled
 th

e 
S

o
u
th

 w
h
en

 th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 n

am
e m

ean
t 

so
cial u

p
h
eav

al an
d
 co

n
flict, rem

em
-

b
e
rs a

n
o
th

e
r c

o
n
v
e
rt: • 

"T
h

ere w
as a U

.S
. m

arsh
al in

 G
eo

r-
g

ia. M
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 A

lab
am

a. N
o

, it 
w

as G
eorgia. W

e w
ere trying to get all 

th
e
 U

.S
. m

a
rsh

a
ls to

 ta
k
e
 o

n
 b

la
c
k
 

guys and I u
sed

 to
 g

o
 aro

u
n

d
 tellin

g
 

th
em

, b
o
y
s, y

o
u
 g

o
t to

 d
o
 it. T

h
is fel• 

lo
v

e' really
 stru

g
g

led
 w

ith
. F

in
ally

 w
e 

g
o
t h

im
 to

 tak
e so

m
eb

o
d
y
. W

h
en

 B
o
b
 

g
o
t k

illed
, th

is fello
w

 called
 o

n
 th

e tel-
ep

h
o

n
e. I th

in
k

 if E
th

el h
ad

 ru
n

 th
e 

n
ex

t m
o
rn

in
g
, th

is fello
w

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
b
een

 in
 th

ere slu
g
g
in

g
 fo

r h
er." 

F
o

r T
e
d

 K
e
n

n
e
d

y
, th

e
 le

g
a
5

y
 in

-
v
o
lv

es an
o
th

er asset—
access to

 'id
eas. 

L
ib

eral acad
em

ics, ev
en

 if their faces 
w

ere not 
fam

iliar in
 th

e o
ld

 circles, 
stilt re

c
o
g
n
iz

e
 th

a
t a

 K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 c

a
n
 

b
rin

g
 u

n
iq

u
e statu

re to
 a n

ew
 id

ea an
d
 

th
at th

is K
en

n
ed

y
, lik

e h
is b

ro
th

ers, 
w

ill at least listen
. 

"T
h
ere is an

 in
cred

ib
le in

tellectu
al 

flo
w

," sa
id

 D
u
tto

n
. "S

o
m

e
 o

f it Is 
m

u
sh

y
, so

m
e o

f it is g
o
o
d
, b

u
t it's a 

b
e
n
e
fit th

a
t th

e
se

 o
th

e
r g

u
y
s d

o
n
't 

g
et." 
"M

o
st p

eo
p

le ap
p

reciate a ch
an

ce to
 

ex
p

lain
 th

eir v
iew

s," said
 Jo

h
n

 N
o

lan
. 

"R
ecognition of 

th
at sim

p
le p

rin
cip

le 
is n

o
 sm

all p
art o

f th
e K

en
n

ed
y

s' su
c-

cess." 

L
arry

 O
'B

rien
 rem

em
b
ered

 an
o
th

er 
q

u
ality

 in
 th

e late P
resid

en
t, p

o
litical 

co
u
rag

e. O
'B

rien
 called

 it g
u
ts —

 th
e 

tim
e JF

K
 faced

 d
o
w

n
 th

e B
ap

tist m
in

. 
isters in

 H
o
u
sto

n
, th

e W
est V

irg
in

ia 
p
rim

ary
 w

h
ere h

e talk
ed

 straig
h
to

u
t 

about his C
atholicism

 w
ithout apologies. 

"I'm
 C

ath
o
lic," said

 O
'B

rien
, "an

d
 it 

rep
resen

ted
 so

m
eth

in
g
 to

 m
e 

I n
ev

er 
h
ad

 th
e cap

acity
 to

 co
m

e u
p
 to

. I th
in

k
 

I accep
ted

 th
e m

o
res o

f th
e so

ciety
, 

th
e estab

lish
ed

 w
ay

s, th
e w

ay
 th

in
g
s 

are. H
e w

as a little b
etter, ab

le to
 face 

th
e th

in
g

s o
f life b

etter th
an

 th
e rest 

of us." 

U
n

certain
 P

rosp
ects 

W
H

E
N

 O
N

E
 IN

Q
U

IR
E

S
 about those 

days, th
ey

 resp
o
n
d
 w

ith
 a flo

o
d
 

o
f m

em
o
ries. T

h
ey

 are g
ratefu

l fo
r th

e 
ch

an
ce to

 recall th
em

. Y
et th

e k
eep

ers 
o

f th
is flam

e are n
o

t at all su
re th

at it 
c
o
u
ld

 e
v
e
r b

e
 re

k
in

d
le

d
 fo

r th
e
n
i. 

M
o
re im

p
o
rtan

t, th
ey

 w
o
n
d
er alo

u
d
 if 

th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 w
an

t th
at. T

h
eir m

u
ted

 
feelin

g
s g

b
o
u
t th

e fu
tu

re reflect fears 
of another K

ennedy target, the ache of 
lo

ft k
in

sh
ip

 fro
m

 o
ld

 cam
p

aig
n

s. N
o

r-
m

al am
b

itio
n

s n
o

tw
ith

stan
d

in
g

, n
early

 
all o

f th
em

 are su
ccessfu

l n
o
w

 in
 th

eir 
ow

n term
s, their ow

n m
en. 

"T
hrere's n

o
th

in
g
 o

ld
er th

an
 th

e g
u
y
 

w
h

o
 cam

e o
u

t o
f the last cam

p
aig

n
," 

said N
olan. 

"T
h
e tru

th
 o

f it is," said
 S

ieg
en

th
a-

ler, "n
o

n
e o

f u
s w

an
ts to

 en
co

u
rag

e 
h
im

 to
 d

o
 it. N

o
t fo

r u
s, it's ju

st u
n
fair 

to
 h

im
." 

A
n

d
 y

et it's th
ere. M

o
st o

f th
em

 rec• 
o
g
n
ize th

at. If flee b
u
g
le so

u
n
d
ed

, th
ey

 
w

o
u

ld
 rep

o
rt to

 co
lo

rs, read
y

 to
 serv

e 
in

 w
h

atev
er w

ay
 th

ey
 seem

ed
 to

 be 
needed. 

"I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 an

y
 o

f u
s really

 feels 
h
e o

u
g
h
t to

 ru
n
," said

 S
ieg

en
th

aler. 
"B

u
t if h

e called
 u

p
 an

d
 n

eed
ed

 h
elp

 
o
n
 an

y
th

in
g
, I th

in
k
 ev

ery
b
o
d
y
 w

o
u
ld

 
feel th

e n
eed

 to
 h

elp
." 

S
ieg

en
th

aler lau
g
h
ed

 at h
im

self. "I 
still h

av
e th

e b
ran

d
 o

n
 m

y
 

a
ss," h

e 
confessed. 

`T
he C

rum
bling of Sand C

astles' 
Y

O
U

T
H

, F
rom

 P
age C

l 
T

h
e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 a

n
g

e
r in

 th
e
 c

la
ssro

o
m

. 
B

lan
k
 stares, b

ew
ild

erm
en

t. T
h
e teach

er 
w

as ju
st to

o
 o

ld
, h

e h
ad

 seen
 to

o
 m

u
ch

. A
n
d
 

w
e w

ere to
o
 y

o
u
n
g
. 

"D
o

n
't y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 h
e w

as ru
th

less?" 
I d

o
n
't care. 

"D
o
n
't y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 h
is p

rin
cip

les w
ere u

n
-

certain
, m

ask
ed

 b
y
 clev

er w
it?" 

1 don't care. 
“D

o
n

't y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 

h
e
 w

a
s a

 
politician?  

W
e sat b

y
 cam

p
fires an

d
 san

g
 about justice, 

and that w
as our g

reat san
d
 castle. 

c4.9 

I
T

 IS
 IM

P
O

R
T

A
N

T
 to

 u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at thy 
 g

en
eratio

n
—

th
o
se o

f u
s w

h
o
se first life-

an
d
-b

lo
o
d
 P

resid
en

t w
as Jo

h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
—

w
as th

e sam
e g

en
eratio

n
 th

at sp
illed

 th
e 

m
o
st b

lo
o
d
 in

 V
ietn

am
 and th

at sim
u

ltan
e-

o
u

sly
 called

 m
o

st vocally fo
r an

 en
d
 to

 th
at 

w
ar. 
Iro

n
y

? S
ch

izo
p

h
ren

ia? W
e h

ated
 th

e w
ar, 

m
an

y
 o

f u
s; w

e fo
u
g
h
t th

e w
ar, m

an
y
 o

f u
s. 

In
 so

m
e cases. m

y
  o

w
n
 in

clu
d
ed

. th
o
se w

h
o
  

ceases to
 co

m
p

lem
en

t a lead
ersh

ip
 sty

le so
 

few
 m

en
 h

av
e. A

n
d
 th

o
u
g
h
 I fo

u
n
d
 o

th
er 

th
an

 g
u

t d
efen

ses fo
r K

en
n

ed
y

, I fin
d

 in
 m

y
 

th
in

k
in

g
 n

o
w

 th
a
t I se

a
rc

h
 fo

r th
o

se
 d

e
-

fen
ses rath

er th
an

 ap
p
ro

ach
 th

e ev
id

en
ce 

n
eu

trally
 an

d
 let it tak

e m
e w

h
ere it m

ay
. 

I in
v
o
k
e th

e n
am

e K
en

n
ed

y
 as others w

ho 
search fo

r h
ero

es In
v
o
k
e the n

am
es o

f S
g

t. 
Y

o
rk

, T
. E

. L
aw

ren
ce, P

ericles, A
udie M

ur-
phy, U

ly
sses, Jaso

n
. T

h
ere are n

o
 h

alfw
ay

 
heroes. F

law
s o

f ch
aracter m

u
st b

e ch
alk

ed
 

o
ff a

s o
b
sta

c
le

s m
e
t th

e
re

 b
y
 fa

te
. T

h
e
y
 

m
u
st b

e seen
 as elein

en
ts o

f ten
sio

n
 in

 an 
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m
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C
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C
uban 

M
issile 	

 
C

risis 

BO
. 

T
roops sent to 

9
in

n
in

g
h
an

i---7
0
 

60 
R

ace lints in 
O

xford, M
iss. 

B
y X

is B
urxess.—

T
he W

ashington P
ost 

w
h

atev
er it w

as, it is still 
"I th

in
k

 it h
an

g
s o

n
," said

 Jo
h

n
 S

ieg
-

en
th

aler, o
n
e o

f th
o
se m

en
 w

h
o
 w

as 
clo

se, w
h
o
, lik

e th
e rest o

f th
em

, h
as 

tro
u
b
le d

efin
in

g
 it. "M

ay
b
e if th

ey
 

h
ad

n
't. d

ied
 th

e w
ay

 th
ey

 d
ied

, m
ay

b
e 

w
e w

ouldn't feel the w
ay w

e do. M
aybe 

th
at m

ad
e u

s realize o
u
r lo

ss. B
u
t I 

d
o

n
't th

in
k

 so
. I th

in
k

 it w
as real an

d
 I 

th
in

k
 it's still th

ere." 
F

red D
utton, w

ho served under John 
F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 b

u
t w

as clo
ser to

 R
o
b
ert, 

is m
o
re an

aly
tical: "T

h
ere's a ch

em
is-

try
, a little b

it o
f m

y
stery

, an
 aw

fu
l lo

t 
of anim

alism
." 

It h
as to

 d
o
, h

e th
in

k
s, w

ith
 th

e tim
-

b
re o

f th
eir v

o
ices, th

e g
ait an

d
 m

an
-

n
er, th

e em
o
tio

n
al v

ib
ratio

n
s, m

o
re 

th
an

 th
e issu

es an
d
 id

eas. 
• Law

ren
ce F

. O
'B

rien
, fo

rm
er p

o
st-

m
aster g

en
eral, fo

rm
er D

em
o

cratic n
a -

tio
n

al ch
airm

an
, still b

est k
n

o
w

n
 as 

JF
K

's co
n
g

ressio
n
al lo

b
b

y
ist, search

es 
for an anecdote to explain. -. 

 
"T

h
e
 in

fo
rm

a
lity

 o
f it, m

y
 G

o
d
," 

O
'B

rien said, thinking back to the K
en-

n
e
d
y
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

, m
in

d
fu

l o
f th

e
 

present one. "W
e sort of all w

ent to the 
startin

g
 lin

e to
g

eth
er. I rem

em
b

er th
e 

first d
a
y

 w
e
 w

e
n

t in
to

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se, w

e d
id

n
't h

av
e an

y
 o

ffice as. 
-sig

n
m

en
ts o

r an
y

th
in

g
 lik

e th
at. W

e 
so

rt o
f w

en
t aro

u
n

d
 an

d
 w

h
ere y

o
u

 p
u

t 
y

o
u

r p
ap

ers d
o

w
n

, th
at w

as y
o

u
r o

f-
fice. T

h
at w

as th
e p

resid
en

cy
. B

u
t, m

y
 

G
od, it looks pretty good now

."  

sh
irt-sleev

es arg
u

m
en

ts at th
e Ju

stice 
D

ep
artm

en
t th

rash
in

g
 o

u
t crisis strat-

egy for B
ob K

ennedy or the droll, self-
d
ep

recatin
g
 h

u
m

o
r o

f all th
ree, w

ith
 

a
 b

it o
f a

n
 Irish

 c
u
rl a

im
e
d
 a

t th
e
 

listener. 
"T

h
ere n

ev
er w

as an
y

 fo
rm

al talk
 o

r 
stag

e talk
 o

r B
S

," said
 Jo

h
n

 N
o

lan
, a 

law
y
er w

h
o
 serv

ed
 as R

F
K

's ad
m

in
is-

trativ
e assistan

t at Ju
stice. 

"I th
in

k
," sa

id
 S

ie
g
e
n
th

a
le

r, n
o
w

 
p
u
b
lish

er o
f th

e N
ash

v
ille T

en
n
essean

, 
"th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 a sen
se o

f secu
rity

, a 
self-co

n
fid

en
ce th

at m
ad

e it p
o
ssib

le 
fo

r th
em

 n
ev

er to
 

b
e th

reaten
ed

 b
y

 
a
n
y
 .p

o
in

t o
f v

ie
w

 o
r d

isse
n
tin

g
 

opinion." 
In

 an
y

 case, th
e-K

en
n

ed
y

 sen
tim

en
t 

h
as su

rv
iv

ed
 th

e y
ears, all o

f th
e trag

-
edies from

 D
allas to C

happaquiddick. it 
ex

ists to
d
ay

 as a p
o
litical g

iv
en

, a res-
erv

o
ir o

f talen
t, id

eas an
d
 g

o
o
d
w

ill 
av

ailab
le to

 E
d
w

ard
 M

. K
en

n
ed

y
, a 

com
m

ddity beyond m
easurem

ent. 
If th

e
 b

a
n

n
e
r w

e
re

 ra
ise

d
 a

g
a
in

, 
m

ost of those m
en w

ould be m
arching. 

T
h

ey
 aw

ait th
at p

o
ssib

ility
 w

ith
 th

e 
m

ix
ed

 feelin
g

s o
f d

read
 an

d
 n

o
stalg

ia, 
th

e sam
e fatalism

 w
h

ich
 is p

art o
f th

at 
fam

ily
's m

y
stiq

u
e. 

N
e
w

 a
n
d
 O

ld
 F

a
c
e
s 

W
H

A
T

 IS
 IT

 w
o
rth

? W
ell, p

lain
ly

, 
it 
it w

ill b
e an

 im
p
ed

im
en

t to
 th

e 
am

b
itio

n
s o

f D
em

o
cratic riv

als, a feel-
in

g
 th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 m

en
 w

o
u
ld

 p
refer to

 

rart o
f tn

e an
sw

er is tn
at, y

es, m
ere 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e n

ew
 faces in

 fro
n

t, en
erg

etic 
y
o
u
n
g
 activ

ists an
d
 id

ea m
en

 w
h
o
 are 

n
o

t w
ell k

n
o

w
n

 n
o

w
. B

u
t if T

ed
 K

en
-

n
ed

y
 is lik

e h
it b

ro
th

ers—
an

d
 h

e is—
h

e w
o

u
ld

 also
 d

raw
 fro

m
 th

e circles o
f 

frien
d

sh
ip

 an
d

 cap
ab

ilities w
h

ich
 first 

w
ere form

ed around his tw
o brothers, 

W
h
en

 y
o
u
 talk

 ab
o
u
t K

en
n
ed

y
 m

en
 

(an
d

 th
ere w

ere n
o

 w
o

m
en

 in
 th

e in
n

er 
circle ex

cep
t, o

f co
u

rse, fo
r th

e sisters 
an

d
 w

iv
es), th

ere w
ere really

 th
ree 

g
en

eratio
n
s o

v
er th

e last 1
5
 y

ears—
th

o
se fro

m
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se an

d
 Ju

s-
tice an

d
 o

th
er k

ey
 p

o
sts o

f th
e K

en
-

n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istrab
o
n
, a seco

n
d
 w

av
e o

f 
y
o
u
n
g
er m

en
 w

h
o
 w

ere d
raw

n
 to

 S
en

. 
R

o
b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
's staff an

d
 h

is fatal 
p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
 o

f 1
9
6
8
, a th

ird
 

n
u
cleu

s o
f talen

t g
ro

u
p
ed

 aro
u
n
d
 S

en
. 

E
dw

ard M
. K

ennedy. 
T

ed
d

y
 K

en
n

ed
y

 in
h

erits all th
ree. 

R
ichard G

oodw
in, w

ho w
rote P

resident 
K

e
n

n
e
d

y
's "A

llia
n

c
e
 fo

r P
ro

g
re

ss" 
sp

eech
, w

h
o

 w
ro

te th
e first cam

p
aig

n
 

rhetoric for B
obby in 1968, w

as in har-
n
ess ag

ain
 fo

r T
ed

d
y
 th

is su
m

m
er, 

d
raftin

g
 th

e carefu
lly

 b
alan

ced
 p

ro
se 

fo
r K

en
n

ed
y

's A
lab

am
a ap

p
earan

ce 
w

ith G
eorge W

allace. 
B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all, n
o
w

 a d
ean

 o
f Y

ale 
L

aw
 S

ch
o
o
l, o

n
ce th

e ch
ief civ

il rig
h
ts 

law
y

er fo
r th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istra-
tio

n
, is a clo

se frien
d
 an

d
 co

u
n
selo

r to
 

T
ed

d
y
. T

ed
 S

o
ren

sen
, th

e- co
rp

o
rate 

law
y

er w
h

o
 u

sed
 to

 p
ro

v
id

e cad
en

ce  

1
1

 to
 m

o
re casu

al ties, F
red

 D
u

tto
n

, 
w

h
o

 p
lay

ed
 strateg

ist an
d

 alter eg
o

 fo
r 

R
F

K
 In

 '6
8
; F

ran
k
 M

an
k
iew

icz, w
h
o
 

w
as B

o
b

b
y

's p
ress secretary

; P
ierre 

S
alinger, w

ho w
as P

resident K
ennedy's 

p
ress secretary

—
th

e sen
ato

r sees th
em

 
now

 
a
n
d
 th

en
. 

A
d
am

 W
alin

sk
y
, w

h
o
 

w
ro

te sp
eech

es fo
r R

F
K

, rin
g
s in

 w
ith

 
an

 id
ea ev

ery
 so

 o
ften

; n
o
 d

o
es P

eter 
E

d
elm

an
, B

o
b
b
y
's ad

m
in

istrativ
e as-

sistan
t, n

o
w

 d
ean

 o
f stu

d
en

ts at th
e 

U
niversity of M

assachusetts. 
T

h
ese few

 n
am

es o
n
ly

 su
g
g
est th

e 
m

u
ch

 larg
er p

o
o
l o

f co
u
n
sel w

h
ich

 is 
av

ailab
le o

r w
o

u
ld

 b
e if th

ere w
ere a 

K
en

n
ed

y
 cam

p
aig

n
. S

o
m

e are strictly
 

id
ea m

en
, so

m
e h

av
e th

e k
in

d
 o

f g
ritty

 
ex

p
erien

ce w
h
ich

 o
n
ly

 co
m

es fro
m

 
w

inning a prim
ary. 

B
u

t th
e trib

al ch
em

istry
 ex

ten
d

s far 
beyond the close circle. In W

ashington, 
d
o
zen

s o
f g

u
y
s w

alk
 aro

u
n
d
 w

earin
g
 

the K
ennedy crest—

the P
T

-109 tieclasp 
—

w
h

o
 n

ev
er m

et eith
er o

f th
e dead 

K
en

n
ed

y
s, ex

cep
t p

erh
ap

s in
 recep

tio
n

 
lin

e at a cro
w

d
ed

 staff m
eetin

g
. T

h
ey

 
are, n

o
n

eth
eless, to

u
ch

ed
 b

y
 th

e sam
e 

sense of loyalty, perhaps m
ore fiercely 

b
ecau

se it is slig
h

tly
 fak

e. 

A
 S

ou
th

ern
 C

on
vert 

A
N

D
 B

E
Y

O
N

D
 th

em
, th

ere are m
en

 
an

d
 w

o
m

en
 all o

v
er th

e co
u
n
try

 
w

ho w
orked in one of those cam

paigns, 
w

h
o

 also
 th

in
k

 o
f th

em
selv

es as K
en

-
nedy people. 

".L
 used to travel a lot w

ith B
ob K

en-
*

 

tru
e, tn

ey
 w

ere as m
u

cn
 &

en
n

u
i), p

eo
-

p
le as y

o
u
 w

ere in
 term

s o
f feelin

g
s." 

Jo
h
n
 S

ieg
en

th
aler, w

h
o
 trav

eled
 th

e 
S

o
u
th

 w
h
en

 th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 n

am
e m

ean
t 

so
cial u

p
h
eav

al an
d
 co

n
flict, rem

em
-

b
ers an

o
th

er co
n
v
ert: 

"T
h
ere w

as a U
.S

. m
arsh

al in
 G

eo
r-

g
ia. M

ig
h

t h
av

e b
een

 A
lab

am
a. N

o
, it 

w
as G

eo
rg

ia. W
e w

ere try
in

g
 to

 g
et all 

th
e
 U

.S
. m

a
rsh

a
ls to

 ta
k
e
 o

n
 b

la
c
k
 

g
u
y
s an

d
 I u

sed
 to

 •g
o
 aro

u
n
d
 tellin

g
 

th
em

, b
o

y
s, y

o
u

 g
o

t to
 d

o
 it. T

h
is fel-

lo
w

-I really
 stru

g
g

led
 w

ith
. F

in
ally

 w
e 

g
o
t h

im
 to

 tak
e so

m
eb

o
d
y
. W

h
en

 B
o
b
 

g
o

t k
illed

, th
is fello

w
 called

 o
n

 th
e tel. 

e
p

h
o

n
e
, I th

in
k

 if E
th

e
l h

a
d

 ru
n

 th
e
 

n
ex

t m
o

rn
in

g
, th

is fello
w

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
b
een

 in
 th

ere slu
g
g
in

g
 fo

r h
er." 

F
o

r T
e
d

 K
e
n

n
e
d

y
, th

e
 le

g
a
c
y

 in
-

v
o
lv

es an
o
th

er asset—
access to

 -id
eas. 

L
ib

eral acad
em

ics, ev
en

 if th
eir faces 

w
ere n

o
t fam

iliar in
 th

e o
ld

 circles, 
still re

c
o
g
n
iz

e
 th

a
t a

 K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 c

a
n
 

b
rin

g
 u

n
iq

u
e statu

re to
 a n

ew
 id

ea an
d

 
th

at th
is K

en
n

ed
y

, lik
e h

is b
ro

th
ers, 

w
ill at least listen

. 
"T

h
ere is an

 in
cred

ib
le in

tellectu
al 

flo
w

," sa
id

 D
u

tto
n

. "S
o

m
e
 o

f it is 
m

u
sh

y
, so

m
e o

f it is g
o
o
d
, b

u
t it's a 

b
e
n

e
fit th

a
t th

e
se

 o
th

e
r g

u
y

s d
o

n
't 

g
et." 
"M

o
st p

eo
p

le ap
p

reciate a ch
an

ce to
 

ex
p
lain

 th
eir v

iew
s," said

 Jo
h
n
 N

o
lan

. 
"R

eco
g
n
itio

n
 o

f th
at sim

p
le p

rin
cip

le 
is n

o
 sm

all p
art o

f th
e K

en
n

ed
y

s' su
c-

cess."  

of us." 
U

n
certain

 P
rosp

ects 
W

H
E

N
 O

N
E

 IN
Q

U
IR

E
S

 ab
o
u
t th

o
se 

W
 d

ay
s, th

ey
 resp

o
n
d
 w

ith
 a flo

o
d
 

o
f m

em
o

ries. T
h

ey
 are g

ratefu
l fo

r th
e 

ch
an

ce to
 recall th

em
. Y

et th
e k

eep
ers 

o
f th

is flam
e are n

o
t at all su

re th
at it 

c
o
u
ld

 e
v
e
r b

e
 re

k
in

d
le

d
 fo

r th
e
m

. 
M

o
re im

p
o

rtan
t, th

ey
 w

o
n

d
er alo

u
d

 if 
th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 w
an

t th
at. T

h
eir m

u
ted

 
feelin

g
s A

b
o

u
t th

e fu
tu

re reflect fears 
o
f an

o
th

er K
en

n
ed

y
 targ

et, th
e ach

e o
f 

lo
st k

in
sh

ip
 fro

m
 o

ld
 cam

p
aig

n
s. N

o
r-

m
al am

b
itio

n
s n

o
tw

ith
stan

d
in

g
, n

early
 

all o
f th

em
 are su

ccessfu
l n

o
w

 in
 th

eir 
ow

n term
s, their ow

n m
en. 

"T
h

ere's n
o

th
in

g
 o

ld
er th

an
 th

e g
u

y
 

w
h
o
 cam

e o
u
t o

f th
e last cam

p
aig

n
," 

said N
olan. 

'T
h

e tru
th

 o
f it is," said

 S
ieg

en
th

a-
ler, "n

o
n

e o
f u

s w
an

ts to
 en

co
u

rag
e 

h
in

t to
 d

o
 it. N

o
t fo

r u
s, it's ju

st u
n

fair 
to him

," 
A

n
d
 y

et it's th
ere. M

o
st o

f th
em

 rec-
o
g
n
ize th

at. If th
e b

u
g
le so

u
n
d
ed

, th
ey

 
w

o
u
ld

 rep
o
rt to

 co
lo

rs, read
y
 to

 serv
e 

in
 w

h
atev

er w
ay

 th
ey

 seem
ed

 to
 b

e 
needed. 

"I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 an

y
 o

f u
s really

 feels 
h
e o

u
g
h
t to

 ru
n
," said

 S
ieg

en
th

aler. 
"B

u
t if h

e called
 u

p
 an

d
 n

eed
ed

 h
elp

 
o

n
 an

y
th

in
g

, I th
in

k
 ev

ery
b

o
d

y
 w

o
u

ld
 

feel th
e n

eed
 to

 h
elp

," 
S

ieg
en

th
aler lau

g
h
ed

 at h
im

self. "I 
still h

a
v
e
 th

e
 b

ra
n
d
 o

n
 m

y
 a

ss," h
e
 

confessed. 

`T
he C

rum
bling of Sand C

astles' 
Y

O
U

T
H

, F
rom

 P
age C

l 

T
h
e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 a

n
g
e
r in

 th
e
 c

la
ssro

o
m

. 
B

lan
k
 stares, b

ew
ild

erm
en

t. T
h
e teach

er 
w

as ju
st to

o
 o

ld
, h

e h
ad

 seen
 to

o
 m

u
ch

. A
n

d
 

w
e w

ere to
o

 y
o

u
n

g
. 

"D
o
n
't y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 h
e w

as ru
th

less?" 
I d

o
n

't care. 
"D

o
n
't y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 h
is p

rin
cip

les w
ere u

n
-

certain
, m

ask
ed

 b
y
 clev

er w
it?" 

I d
o
n

't rare. 
"D

o
n
't y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 h
e
 w

a
s a

 p
o
litic

ia
n
?
 

D
on't you know

 anything about politicians?" 
N

o
. A

n
d

 I d
o

n
't care. It d

o
esn

't m
atter. 

--"F
o
r P

ete's sak
e. H

e w
as o

n
ly

 h
u
m

an
." 

N
ot quite. N

ot exactly. 
A

nd biology. "D
id you know

 that A
braham

 
1
.in

eo
ln

 w
as sh

o
t in

 th
e sam

e p
lace?" said

 a 
frien

d
 th

at d
ay

. "In
 th

e b
ack

 o
f th

e sk
u

ll, 
nest below

 the ear. M
y G

od, can you im
agine 

th
e so

u
n
d
 it m

u
st m

ak
e as y

o
u
 d

ie, ev
ery

-
th

in
g

 b
lo

w
in

g
 u

p
 an

d
 o

u
t, ev

ery
th

in
g

 ex
-

ploding, eardrum
s popping? 

"C
an

 y
o

u
 h

ear th
e w

it ex
p

lo
d

in
g

? P
o

w
, 

sp
lash

. It 
w

as 
a
ll ly

in
g

 in
 th

e
 b

a
c
k

 se
a
t 

o
f th

at lim
o

u
sin

e, ju
st sp

lattered
 ag

ain
st 

th
e u

p
h

o
lstery

." 

r
i

U
R

IN
G

 K
E

N
N

E
D

Y
'S

 presidency -I w
as 

L
./ u

n
a
w

a
re

 th
a
t h

ig
h

 p
o

litic
s w

a
s e

v
e
r 

an
y
th

in
g
 o

th
er th

an
 it w

as th
en

, in
 th

e early
 

W
e sat b

y
 cam

p
fires an

d
 san

g
 ab

o
u

t ju
stice, 

an
d
 that w

as o
u
r g

reat san
d
 castle. 

c.e.s 
IT

 IS
 IM

P
O

R
T

A
N

T
 to

 u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at sh
y

 
g
en

eratio
n
—

th
o
se o

f u
s w

h
o
se first life-

an
d

-b
lo

o
d

 P
resid

en
t w

as Jo
h

n
 K

en
n

ed
y

—
w

as th
e sam

e g
en

eratio
n
 th

at sp
illed

 th
e 

m
o

st b
lo

o
d

 in
 V

ietn
am

 an
d

 th
at sim

u
ltan

e-
o
u
sly

 called
 m

o
st v

o
cally

 fo
r an

 en
d
 to

 th
at 

w
ar. 
Iro

n
y
? S

ch
izo

p
h

ren
ia? W

e h
ated

 th
e w

ar, 
m

an
y

 o
f u

s; w
e fo

u
g

h
t th

e w
ar, m

an
y

 o
f u

s. 
In

 so
m

e cases, m
y
 o

w
n
 in

clu
d
ed

, th
o
se w

h
o
 

h
ated

 th
e w

ar alsq
 fo

u
g

h
t it. S

o
m

e o
f u

s 
w

en
t to

 C
an

ad
a, b

u
t n

o
t m

an
y
 o

f u
s; so

m
e 

o
f u

s w
en

t to
 all rath

er th
an

 fig
h

t, b
u

t n
o

t 
m

an
y
 o

f u
s. 	

- 

W
 
	

our 
b
eh

av
io

r w
as ratio

n
al o

r 
stupid

, 
  

h
e 

 
W

hether apparent schizophrenia m
ay have 

b
een

 m
o
re a sy

m
p
to

m
 o

f o
u
r tru

st in
 p

o
li-

tics. T
h

e tru
st eb

b
ed

 an
d

 fin
ally

 d
rain

ed
 d

ry
 

n
ear th

e tu
rn

 o
f th

e d
ecad

e, b
u

t n
o

 m
atter. 

W
e tru

sted
 th

at ju
stice w

o
u
ld

 p
rev

ail an
d
 

that it could be sought and achieved through 
A

m
erican

 p
o
litics. It w

as a lefto
v
er fro

m
 th

e 
K

en
n

ed
y

 y
fars. 

H
e set o

u
r sig

h
ts terrib

ly
 h

ig
h
. T

h
e fall 

w
as n

o
 fu

n
 at all. It an

g
ered

 u
s, tu

rn
ed

 u
s 

so
u

r. M
an

y
 o

f u
s telt w

e'd
 b

een
 fo

o
led

. B
u

t 
th

e g
y

ro
sco

p
e h

ad
 b

een
 in

b
red

. T
h

e refer-
ence p

o
in

t fo
r o

u
r an

g
er an

d
 b

ittern
ess w

as 
w

h
at h

ad
 b

een
 Im

p
lan

ted
 so

 early
, an

d
 if it 

 b
elted

 w
ith

 a sled
g
eh

am
m

er it w
o
u
ld

 
n
o
t an

 sw
ay

 W
p
 eirn

n
n
.ri ro

t en
,,, n

o
 

ceases to
 co

m
p

lem
en

t a lead
ersh

ip
 sty

le so
 

few
 m

en
 have. A

n
d
 th

o
u
g
h
 I fo

u
n
d
 o

th
er 

th
an

 gut d
efen

ses fo
r K

en
n

ed
y

, I fin
d

 in
 m

y
 

th
in

k
in

g
 n

o
w

 th
a
t I se

a
rc

h
 fo

r th
o

se
 d

e
. 

fen
ses rath

er th
an

 ap
p

ro
ach

 th
e ev

id
en

ce 
n

eu
trally

 an
d

 let it tak
e m

e w
h

ere it m
ay

. 
I in

v
o

k
e th

e n
am

e K
en

n
ed

y
 as others w

ho 
search

 fo
r h

ero
es in

v
o
k
e th

e n
am

es o
f S

g
t. 

Y
o

rk
, T

. E
. L

aw
ren

ce, P
ericles, A

u
d

ie M
u

r-
p
h
y
, U

ly
sses, Jaso

n
. T

h
ere are n

o
 h

alfw
ay

 
heroes. F

law
s o

f ch
aracter m

u
st b

e ch
alk

ed
 

o
ff as o

b
stacles p

u
,t th

ere b
y
 'fate. T

h
ey

 
m

u
st b

e seen
 as eleM

en
ts o

f ten
sio

n
 in

 an
 

ep
ic stru

g
g

le an
d

 th
e w

h
o

le trag
ed

y
 m

u
st b

e 
cleansed. 

S
o
 fo

r 1
0
 y

e
a
rs I h

a
v
e
 d

e
fe

n
d
e
d
 K

e
n
-

n
ed

y
. A

lm
o
st in

stin
ctiv

ely
. W

ith
 th

o
u
g
h
tfu

l 
en

o
u
g
h
 w

o
rd

s b
u
t fo

r n
o
 o

th
er reaso

n
 th

an
 

to
 p

ro
te

c
t a

g
a
in

st th
e
 sp

o
ilin

g
 o

f a
 g

re
a
t 

trag
ed

y
. A

n
d
, to

o
, to

 d
efen

d
 m

y
self. It is all 

q
u

ite n
atu

ral. H
e w

as P
resid

en
t w

h
en

 I w
as 

young. L
E

G
E

N
D

, F
rom

, P
age C

I 
Salinger—

D
idn't y

o
u
 tell 

(S
en

. G
eo

rg
e) 

S
m

others? W
ell, G

eorge told som
e friend of 

h
ic 	

1
.1

. 

b
raith

 (th
en

 U
.S

. A
m

b
assad

o
r to

 In
d
ia) to

ld
 

m
e th

at Jack
ie to

o
k
 all th

e b
ittern

ess o
u
t o

f 
o
u
r relatio

n
s w

ith
 th

e In
d
ian

s. If I h
ad

 g
o
n
e 

th
ere, w

e w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e talk
ed

 ab
o
u
t K

ash
m

ir 

o
f w

h
at h

e called
 th

e B
illie S

o
l E

k
es g

allery
 

. . . th
e p

ictu
re th

at sh
o

w
ed

 th
e P

resid
en

t 
w

ith
 h

is in
au

g
u
ral ad

d
ress. H

e p
o
in

ted
 g

u
t 

- aeereesiv
e/v

 th
at 

th
e D

em
o

cratic' N
atio

n
al 

C
on

versation
s W

ith
 K

en
n

edy 
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the upholstery." 

D
U

R
IN

G
 K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

'S
 presidency .1 w

as 
 u

n
aw

are th
at h

ig
h
 p

o
litics w

as ev
er 

anything other than it w
as then, in the early 

'60s. 
1

 
w

as 
n
o
t an

 u
n
co

m
m

o
n
ly

 stu
p
id

 h
ig

h
 

school student. N
or uncom

m
only naive. B

ut, 
o
th

er th
an

 w
h
at I h

ad
 learn

ed
 fro

m
 K

en
-

nedy, I knew
 nothing about the m

anner in 
w

hich P
residents-com

port them
selves. ' 

I found nothing unusual in his elegance. 
N

othing unusual in his prom
ises for social 

justice or his patent com
m

itm
ent to m

sking 
it h

ap
p

en
. It d

id
 n

o
t o

ccu
r to

 m
e th

at I 
w

ould ever distrust a P
resident, or feel be-

trayed by one or feel anything but keen ad-
m

iratio
n

. I ap
p

reciated
 h

is sty
le an

d
 ev

en
 

tried to copy it in sly w
ays, lengthening m

y 
A

's and tilting m
y head. B

ut I believed I w
as 

appreciating and copying presidential traits, 
not traits peculiarly K

ennedy's. 
In the prairie country of southern M

inne-
sota w

here I grew
 up-12 m

iles from
 Iow

a, 
45 m

iles from
 S

outh D
akota—

,K
ennedy w

as 
n
o
t p

articu
larly

 lo
v
ed

. T
h
ere ev

en
 ran

 a 
d

eep
 v

ein
 o

f d
istaste fo

r h
im

, esp
ecially

 
am

o
n
g
 so

m
e o

f th
e p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 liv

ed
 o

n
 

farm
s, also am

ong som
e of those w

ho ran 
the tow

n's sm
all businesses. B

ut I rem
em

ber 
no rabid hate. N

o talk of im
peachm

ent. N
o 

cheering in W
orthington S

enior H
igh w

hen 
th

e in
terco

m
 an

n
o
u
n
cem

en
t in

terru
p
ted

 
M

iss W
ick's E

nglish dabs. 
I cannot say I felt any particular love for 

K
ennedy—

no m
ore than any other kid m

y 
ag

e. N
o
r is It tru

e th
at K

en
n
ed

y
, alo

n
e 

m
olded m

y social perspective. M
ine w

as the 
generation m

ore of P
ete S

eeger than John 
K

ennedy. D
uring- K

ennedy's presidency w
e 

d
ro

v
e to

 th
e sh

o
res o

f L
ak

e O
k
ab

en
a an

d
 

en
g
ag

ed
 in

 a ritu
al th

at n
o
w

 w
o
u
ld

 m
ak

e 
high school students snicker. E

ven to m
e it 

now
 seem

s im
possible. 

W
e sang folk songs: "W

here have all -the 
flow

ers gone, long tim
e passing . .." "W

hat 
h
av

e th
ey

 d
o
n

e to
 th

e rain
?" "H

o
w

 m
an

y
 

roads m
ust a m

an w
alk dow

n, before they 
w

ill call him
 a m

an?" "If I had a ham
m

er,' 
I'd

 h
am

m
er o

u
t . freed

o
m

 an
d

 ju
stice all 

over this land." O
ur songs w

ere not about 
acid or m

oony-eyed love or hot rods or G
od. 

a
lu

 a
k
a
. C

IL
 0

1
1
.• L

k
 em

ix
L

eu
 
U

S
, lu

m
e

n
 u

s
 

sour. M
any of us felt w

e'd been fooled. B
ut 

the gyroscope had been Inbred. T
he refer-

ence point for our anger and bitterness w
as 

w
hat had been im

planted so early, and if it 
w

ere belted w
ith a sledgeham

m
er it w

ould 
not go aw

ay. W
e dropped out, som

e of us. 
W

e turned to fantasy, som
e of us. W

e fought 
to the bitter end, som

e of us—
through M

c-
C

arthy and R
obert K

ennedy and M
cG

overn. 
A

nd through the decade w
e w

ere outraged 
b
y
 th

in
g
s th

at d
id

 n
o
t so

 easily
 o

u
trag

e 
o
th

ers. W
e w

ere o
u
trag

ed
 th

at th
e w

o
rld

 
w

ould not abide by the purity of the ideal-
ism

 w
e had learned from

 our first teacher. 
64.4 

'V
IE

T
N

A
M

, M
ay, 1969. "T

his is K
ennedy's 

V
 w

ar, you know
," a lieutenant said. "Y

ou 
can

 b
lam

e it o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 an

d
 N

ix
o
n
, b

u
t it 

W
on't take aw

ay from
 the feet that it's K

en-
- nedy's w

ar." 
T

here w
ere no P

entagon P
apers then, but 

I doubt it w
ould have m

attered, for it does 
not m

atter now
. 

"Y
ou're crazy," I said. "Y

ou're crazy." 
"S

ir," he said. 
"Y

ou're crazy, sir." 
"T

h
at's th

e tick
et. B

u
t y

o
u
're fig

h
tin

g
 

K
ennedy's w

ar." 
"H

e w
ould have found another w

ay." 
"T

here w
as no other w

ay." 
"T

h
en

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e m
an

u
factu

red
 a 

w
ay." 
"H

e w
as a politician. Y

ou're too young to 
rem

em
b
er th

at. H
e w

as a p
o
litico

. H
e 

co
u
ld

n
't let S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 g

o
 d

o
w

n
 th

e 
drain, he w

ouldn't have allow
ed it. H

e had 
to

 b
alan

ce all th
e b

o
sses an

d
 g

en
erals an

d
 

w
eap

o
n
s m

an
u
factu

rers. H
e w

as b
ein

g
 at-

tack
ed

 fo
r so

ftn
ess o

n
 th

e C
o
m

m
ies, an

d
 

th
ere w

asn
't a th

in
g
 h

e w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 d
o
 to

 
stop this w

ar." 
"It d

o
esn

't m
atter. H

e d
id

n
't liv

e . . h
e 

d
id

n
't h

av
e th

e ch
an

ce . . it d
o

esn
't m

at-
ter." 

"L
ook, you have to accept the facts. T

hose 
are the facts. I'm

 just telling you the facts." 
ew

e 

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 G

R
A

D
U

A
T

E
 school at H

ar-
yard a

n
d
 m

y tim
e in W

ashington I have 
h
ad

 sim
ilar co

n
v
ersatio

n
s. O

n
ce a teach

er 
rem

arked that it w
as terribly sad that K

en-
nedy had not generated the legislative sue- 

L
E

G
E

N
D

,. F
ro

n
t P

ag
e C

1
 

S
slinger—

D
idn't you 

tell (S
en

. 
G

eorge) 
S

m
athers? W

ell, G
eorge told som

e friend of 
his on the T

am
pa T

ribune. 
ca..a 

F
eb. 14, 1962: O

n V
ietnam

, 

W
I-1H

E
 T

R
O

U
B

L
E

 is, w
e are violating the 

J. 
G

eneva agreem
ent; not as m

uch as the 
N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese are, b

u
t stilt W

h
atev

er 
w

e d
o
, w

e h
av

e to
 d

o
 in

 so
m

e k
in

d
 o

f se-
crecy." H

e foresees the situation as fraught 
w

ith
 p

o
litical d

an
g
er. "T

h
e R

ep
u
b
lican

s 
w

an
t it b

o
th

 
w

a
y
s in

 V
ietnam

," he said. 
"T

h
at's th

e p
riv

ileg
e o

f th
e p

arty
 n

o
t in

 
pow

er. It's just like K
orea. W

e should have 
taken the enem

y across the Y
alu, according 

to the R
epublicans, but it w

as alw
ays a D

em
-

ocratic w
ar. N

ow
 the R

epublicans w
ant us to 

d
efeat co

m
m

u
n
ism

 in
 V

ietn
am

 b
y
 an

y
 

m
ean

s, b
u
t w

h
en

 w
e try

 to
 d

o
 it q

u
ietly

, 
th

ey
 h

o
w

l th
at th

ey
 are n

o
t b

ein
g
 k

ep
t in

-
form

ed and that m
ust m

ean w
e are not do-

ing enough. D
iem

 is D
iem

 ...and the best 
w

e've got." 
cw

a 
M

arch 3, 1962: O
n D

efense Secretary R
obert 

S. M
cN

am
ara. 

“IT
 E

'S
 O

N
E

 O
F the few

 guys around w
ho, 

L
i w

hen you ask him
 if he has anything 

to
 say

 an
d

 h
e h

asn
't, say

s 'N
o

.' T
h

at's rare 
these days." 

of.* 	
• 

M
arch 29, 1962: O

n N
ew

sw
eek's coverage of 

Jackie K
ennedy's trip to

 India. I w
as chief of 

the m
agazine's W

ashington bureal. 

44rrH
A

T
 W

A
S

N
'T

 O
N

E
 of your better ef- 

t fo
rts, w

as it? S
h
e's really

 b
ro

k
en

 h
er 

ass o
n

 th
is trip

, an
d

 y
o

u
 can

 alw
ay

s fin
d

 
som

e broken-dow
n E

nglishm
an or som

e N
B

C
 

strin
g
er to

 k
n
o
ck

 an
y
th

in
g
. I d

o
n
't g

et all 
this crap about how

 she should have been 
rubbing her nose in the grinding poverty of 
India. W

hen the F
rench invite you to P

aris, 
they don't show

 you the sew
ers. T

hey take 
y

o
u

 to
 V

ersailles. W
h

en
 w

e h
av

e d
istin

-
g

u
ish

ed
 v

isito
rs, w

e tak
e th

em
 to

 M
o

u
n

t 
V

ernon. W
e don't take them

 to som
e aban-

doned coal m
ine In W

est V
irginia. K

en G
al- 

braith (then U
.S

. A
m

bassador to India) told 
m

e that Jackie took a
ll th

e bitterness out of 
our relations w

ith the Indians. If I had gone 
there, w

e w
ould have talked about K

ashm
ir 

and G
oa, but Jackie did a helluva job." 

cis 
M

arch 
3
1
, 1

9
6
2
: O

n
 t he

 n
e
w

s th
a
t h

is 
brother T

eddy had been involved in a cheat-
ing episode w

h
ile a

 stu
d
en

t at H
arvard, 

“
T

T
 W

O
N

'T
 G

O
 O

V
E

R
 w

ith you W
A

S
P

s. 
T

hey take a very dim
 view

 of looking 
over som

eone else's exam
 paper. T

hey go in 
m

o
re fo

r stealin
g
 fro

m
 sto

ck
h
o
ld

ers an
d
 

banks." 
c+

s 

M
arch 31. 19621 O

n the appointm
ent of B

y-
ron W

h
ite 'a

s ju
stice o

f th
e S

upreste C
ourt. 

“W
H

IZZER W
A

S
 JU

S
T

 the kind of guy I 
w

anted on the Suprem
e C

ourt. Freund 
(P

rof. P
aul F

reund of H
arvard L

aw
 S

chool) 
w

as the other choice, but it cam
e dow

n to a 
q
u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
at th

e C
o
u
rt n

eed
ed

 at th
is 

tim
e. I ju

st felt It d
id

 n
o

t n
ecessarily

 n
eed

 
at this tim

e in history a legal scholar. W
hat 

it n
eed

ed
 w

as a m
an

 w
h
o
 u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 th

e 
country, w

hat it w
as about and w

here it w
as 

g
o
in

g
. H

e h
as led

 a b
ro

ad
 life; h

e h
as h

ad
 

w
ide experience, and he is also an intellec-

t tual. A
nd his judgm

ent is goad." 
44.9 

A
pril 10, 1962: O

n a N
ew

sw
eek story about 

the 
liberals w

ho w
ere criticizing him

. .. 

H
E

 L
IK

E
D

 T
H

E
 S

T
O

R
Y

, ask
ed

 w
h

o
 

 w
rote It, but w

as w
orried about how

 A
r-

thur S
chlesinger w

ould take the paragraph 
w

hich has the P
resident saying "B

oy, w
hen 

th
o
se lib

erals start m
ix

in
g
 in

to
 p

o
licy

, it's 
m

urder." T
he P

resident asked m
e .. . "w

ith 
y

o
u

r w
ell-k

n
o

w
n

 tact" . . . to
 let A

rth
u

r 
know

 that it w
as som

ebody else w
ho said it. 

"T
ell him

 it w
as K

enny (O
'D

onnell, JF
K

's 
appointm

ents secretary). W
hat breaks their 

(the liberals') ass, is that 78 per cent popu-
larity index." 

c
v
s
 

M
ay 15, 1962: O

n B
illie Sot E

stes. 

IK
E

N
N

E
D

Y
 R

E
S

E
N

T
E

D
 N

ew
sw

eek's re- 
production of the H

erald T
ribune photo  

of w
hat he called the B

illie S
ol E

stes gallery 
. th

e p
ictu

re th
at sh

o
w

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

w
ith his inaugural address. H

e pointed out 
aggressively that the D

em
ocratic N

ational 
C

om
m

ittee had distributed 67,900 copies of 
this photo, none of them

 actually signed by 
the P

resident. A
s he w

as talking about this, 
he told m

e that he w
ould have a present fore,  

m
e later, and then in the m

iddle of dinner, 
the present cam

e. It w
as the sam

e picture. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t ask
ed

 th
e b

u
tler fo

r a p
en

, 
and he signed it "T

o B
illie S

ol B
radlee," and 

gave it to m
e. H

e obviously thought better, 
o

f th
e id

ea, sin
ce as w

e w
ere g

ettin
g

 u
p

 
fro

m
 d

in
n

er, h
e ask

ed
 fo

r it b
ack

, say
in

g
, 

"B
etter not let that one out of here." 

c+
s 

Ju
n
e 1

4
, 1

9
6
2
: JF

K
 to

a
stin

g
 h

is b
ro

th
er, 

the A
ttorney G

eneral. 

44I W
A

S
 T

A
L

K
IN

G
 T

O
 -(T

hom
as F

.) P
at. 

ton (president of R
epublic S

teel) tbis 
afternoon, and telling him

 w
hat a sonofa-

bitch he w
as, and he w

as proving it, and P
at-

to
n

 said
 to

 m
e, 'W

h
y

 is it th
at all th

e tele-
phone calls of all the steel executives are be-
ing tapped?' A

nd I told him
 that I thought 

he w
as being w

holly unfair to the A
ttorney 

G
en

eral, an
d
 th

at I w
as su

re th
at w

asn
't 

true. H
e asked m

e w
hy the incom

e tax re:' 
tu

rn
s o

f all th
e steel ex

ecu
tiv

es in
 all th

e 
country w

ere being perused. A
nd I told him

. 
that, too, w

as w
holly unfair, that the A

ttor-
ney G

eneral w
ouldn't do such a thing. A

nd 
th

en
 I called

 th
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral an

d
 

ask
ed

 h
im

 w
h
y
 h

e w
as tap

p
in

g
 th

e tele--  
phones of all the steel executives, and the 

 G
en

eral to
ld

 m
e th

at w
as w

h
o

lly
 

untrue 	
B

ut of course, P
atton w

as right" 
B

obby K
ennedy interrupted from

 the floor, 
say

in
g
, "T

h
ey

 w
ere m

ean
 to

 m
y
 b

ro
th

er. 
T

hey can't do that to m
y brother." 

044 
D

ec. 1
7
, 1

9
6
2
: O

n
 h

is televisio
n
 interview

 
w

ith Sander V
aitocur, W

illiam
 -L

aw
rence and 

G
eorge H

erm
an. 	

• 

44nR
E

T
T

Y
 G

O
O

D
, w

hat? W
ell, I alw

ays 
said w

hen w
e don't have to go through 

y
o
u
 b

astard
s w

e can
 really

 g
et o

u
r sto

ry
 

over to the A
m

erican people." 


